ROAD TESTING “ KNOW YOUR RESTORED 
THE VOLKSWAGEN Ss. U. CARBURETOR! LE BARON CHRYSLER 


CUED) Announces 


new series for 


1953 


The only Custom-Tailored British Sportscar. 


The New Allard 
Monte Carlo bp 


Saloon 


ALLARD MEANS ALLARD MEANS ALLARD MEANS 
CUSTOM-TAILORED transportation TRANS-CONTINENTAL transportation, NO SERVICE WORRIES—they use Standard 
to YOUR requirements. superb COMFORT & ROADABILITY. U.S. wrenches and components. 


GZ FF z 
” She Fivil’ Livtlishe §.5euer SPORTSCAR, 


with real luggage accomodation and all-weather equipment 


ALLARD WINS races in AMERICA as well as EUROPE. 


Watkins Glen 1950 Bridgehampton 1951 Golden Gate 1952 


U.S.A. MAIN DISTRIBUTORS: ALLARD DEALERS ARE LOCATED THROUGHOUT THE STATES. 


EASTERN: 
R/P Imported Motor Car Co., 147 W. 54th St., N.Y.C., N.Y. ALLARD MOTOR co. LTD, 
WEST COAST: 24/28 Clapham High St., London, S.W.4. England 


NORTHERN SECTION: e 


British Motor C 4 , isco, Calif. ope . 6 
riti otor Car Co., 214 Van Ness Ave., San Francisco, Cali wishing to provide personalized transpor- 
j / 
SOUTHERN SECTION: tation, are very pleased to answer any 
personal queries, written direct to them. 
Noel Kirk Motors, 7176 Sunset Boulevard, Hollywood 46, Calif. 


How You Can Get 42 Miles 
A Gallon from Your Car! 


By Chester Widman & Kevin Kornfeld 


{n 1948, 


actually get from 42 to 47 miles 
MAJOR MECHANICAL CHANGE. 


If your car is less than 15 years 
old and hasn't hit the 100.000 mile 
mark then in less than 24 
hours, you can boost your mileage 
2 to 9 more miles per gallon. Within 
seven days you can be getting 50% 
better mileage . get up to 8000 
miles between oil changes .. and 
“dig out’’ from stop lights 0 to 60 
m.p.h in less than 14 seconds. 


To Get Top Performance 
From Your Car—You 
Must Know These Facts! 


In 1948, the top national authori- 
ties on automotive efficlency and 
economy decided to determine once 
and for all the real capabilities of 
the average American auto. They ex- 
perimented with all makes and 
years of cars just like the ones 
you and your neighbors drive . 
and allowed no changes or adjust- 
ments that the average car owner or 
his mechanic couldn't do with the 
tools he had in his own garage. For 
over five months these men studied 
all parts of their cars, experimented 
with every type of fuel mixture, and 
‘actually measured their gasoline 
with eye droppers. And this is what 
they discovered about your car 
THIS IS WHERE YOUR GASOLINE 
REALLY GOES! 

1. These engineers discovered that 
nearly 40% of the power generated 
by your gasoline does not move your 
car one inch, but is used solely to 
overcome friction. They proved that 
by reducing engine friction even by 
@ small amount you can increase 
mileage by 3-4 miles per gallon. 

2. They discovered that 30% of 
your gasoline is wasted in the engine 
firing chambers. That its power 
blows out through the exhaust, and 
that a simple automatic way to 
seal in that power can convert 
waste gas into mileage. 

3. That's right, they discovered 
that 70% of the gasoline put into 
your engine is wasted. That only 
30% is converted into power to drive 
your wheels. 

These men reasoned that if you 
could use an automatic filler to seal 
up those cracks in your engine walls 


Pa 
“WHO SAYS YOU CAN’T GET OVER 
25 MILES PER GALLON IN A JEEP? | 
MAKE DELIVERIES, MOSTLY IN THE 
CITY, AND GET 28 TO 32 MILES PER 
GALLON. THANKS FOR EVERYTHING.” 
John Adams 
1397 W. 4th St., L.A. 13, Calif. 
and trap that wasted power 
that if you could make one simple 
adjustment with a wrench and in- 
crease the firing power of your plugs 
= . that if you could make one 
simple turn with a screw driver and 
cut your carburetor waste in half— 
then you could convert that waste 
gasoiine into mileage instead of ex- 
haust. 
At the same time—because you 
'were getting much greater power 


top auto economy engineers proved that it was possible t 
double the miles per gallon of any car regardless of make or age . : 


&® gallon WITHOUT MAKING ONE 


from your engine—you would auto- 
matically get faster pickup, greater 
acceleration and much less wear. 

These theories were put to test in 
1948 and every year since with the 
following results: 


This Is the Performance 


Your Car Can Give You! 
In 1948. a 1946 Pontiac 8 won first 
place. Its mileage was 72% miles per 
gallon! And again, in 1949 a 1948 
Chevrolet won first place with 179 
miles a gallon. 
Do you have an old car? 

A 1937 De Soto got 44 miles a gal- 
ton. The only difference between this 
car and yours is knowledge. 

All that matters—the only rea) 
difference between this champion 
performance and ordinary cars—lis 
know-how. 

Try these simple experiments 
yourself Apply this very same know- 
how to your own car. You may not 
get quite what the experts get, but 
watch your mileage soar. PROVE 
iT YOURSELF! 

All you need is a screw driver and 
this page 


“VM A FAST DRIVER AND MY TIRES 
NEVER LASTED LONG .. . 1 TRIED 
LOTS OF BRANDS, TOO. YOUR ‘COM- 
MON SENSE’ TIRE ECONOMY TIPS 
HAVE SAVED ME NEARLY $100 THIS 
YEAR.” 
Karl Keeler 
3195 Mataro, Pasadena, Calif. 

These 3 steps alone can increase 
the mileage of your car about 2 to 
9 miles a gallon: 

Stop Carburetor Waste in 5 Min- 
utes. Let your motor idle for 3 min- 
utes. Turn the idle adjustment screw 
to the right until the engine dies. 
Then, with the engine still dead, 
turn the screw one-half turn to the 
left. THAT'S ALL THERE IS TO IT! 
Start your engine again. It will turn 
over more quietly . . start easier 

. give more power and the econ- 
omy may amaze you. 

Buy Your Gas at Night. Fill up 
early in the morning before the 
sun's heat expands the gasoline in 
station tanks and pumps. Save 2% 
to 4%! 

This Really Counts Up 
A Tip on Professional Driving! Each 
day before driving your car, start 
the motor and then before you put 
your foot on the clutch or shift your 
gears—let the motor idle for exactly 
two minutes. 

Why? Because a cold engine has 
no lubrication around its pistons. 
Quick starts use 75% of your gaso- 
line simply to drive that oil through 
your engine. Drive 5 blocks with a 
cold engine and you use more gas 
than driving 3 miles with a warm 
engine. 


ADD 30 MILES TO THE TOP 
SPEED OF YOUR CAR! 


Learn how you can double the 
power of your present engine 
using just the tools you already own. 
Learn one simple trick which will 
get you the equivalent of i5 more 
horsepower 
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“I'M a salesmen and drive hundreds of miles every week. Belive me, it 


means a 
heavy car!” 


lot to get 29 miles per gallon on regular gas with my 
John Tobin, 200 S. Doheny, Beverly Hills, Calif. 


SAVE 30% TO 50% ON YOUR CAR BILLS 


You have just learned three of the 
almost 100 automotive hints devel- 
oped by these high mileage experts. 
Now, cuppose that you could have 
these same experts at your elbow 24 
hours a day! Suppose that these ex- 
perts showed you a simple way to 
adjust your tires, to get 3 to 5 more 
miles per gallon . - an easy, 30- 
second adjustment on your spark 
plugs that could add as much as 8 
miles a gallon .. special mixtures 
of gas, alcohol and water that give 
tremendous mileage boosts. 

Suppose that these Detroit and In- 
dianapolis engineers gave you the 
trick of adding 3 years life to your 
car by automatically cleaning out 
engine waste ... or the secret of 
quickly adding $200 to the resale 
value of your car ... or how to 
add 15,000 miles to tire life simply 
by using your nose. 

Yes, cnd suppose that these engi- 
neers showed you what to do in any 
emergency . even when your bat- 
tery, or water or oil systems fail . 
such as how to start a dead battery 
car with your bumper jack. 


THIS 1S EXACTLY WHAT A NEW 
BOOK—THE SPEED, POWER AND 
ECONOMY ENCYCLOPEDIA — 
DOES FOR YOU 


This book took over 342 years of 
extensive research to produce. It is 
guaranteed to help you save up to 
33% on gas. . up to 80% of your 
present oil bills . . . up to 85% of 
your present repair bills . . . and 
to add as much as $200 to the resale 
value of your car. Hundreds of pho- 
tos and drawings show you exactly 
how to do it. 


SEND NO MONEY! Mail FREE GIFT Coupon Now! 


STOP PAYING FOR THESE 
“SUCKER” REPAIRS 


The complete, step-by-step, ‘Fix 
It Yourself’’ section can save you 
$75 this year alone. Repair instruc- 
tions tell how to fix a leaky radiator 

. Save $9 . . . how to repair your 
own clutch and save $17... how to 
do a 10 minute brake job that can 
save up to $25. Gives the low down 
on FAIR repair charges. 


PROVE IT YOURSELF 
AT OUR RISK! 


This amazing Speed & Power 
Handbook is not sold in stores. It is 
sent to you C.O.D. You send no 
money but just pay postman $1.98 
plus a few cents postage when book 
is delivered. You use this book for 
10 days at our risk ... and if it 
does not live up to all our claims 

. help you get far greater gaso- 
line mileage and power from your 
car... just return it and your en- 
tire $1.98 price will be refunded. You 
try this great handbook at our risk 

you can’t possibly lose. 
Copyrighted 1952 


ACT NOW! GET 2 VALUABLE 
HANDBOOKS FREE! 

Mail this guarantee coupon TO- 
DAY! Get absolutely free the two 
additional publications described be- 
low (regular $1.50 value). 

1. ECONOMY IN DRIVING, 48 
pages. Regular 50c value. Yours free. 

2. HOW TO GET 150 MILES PER 
GALLON. It has been done! Thrill- 
ing reading for anyone who wants 
real gas economy. Thousands sold at 
$1. Yours free. 

Remember, both booklets are yours 
to keep—whether or not you keep 
the big book. So act TODAY! Write: 
Newhouse Automotive Industries, 
Dept, RT-12 6238 Wilshire Blvd., 
Los Angeles 48, Calif. 


NEWHOUSE AUTOMOTIVE, Dept. rt-12 
6238 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 48, Calif. 


Gentlemen 


Without obligation, please rush me 


the new SPEED 


AND POWER HANDBOOK for no risk examination and trial. I agree 
to pay postman on arrival $1.98 plus postage. If I am not completely 
satished I may return in 10 days for full $1.98 money back. 


Also send me ABSOLUTELY FREE the 2 handbooks: 
“How to Obtain 150 Miles Per Gallon’ 


Driving’ and 


“Economy in 
(reg. $1.50 


whether or not I keep the SPEED AND POWER HANDBOOK. 
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Knock-off type wire wheels for Ford—Mercury 
MG-TD—Jaguar XK-120—and Specials 


Rudge-Whitworth License 
Includes center-locking knock-off hubs— ‘Steel 
or light alloy rims — chromed or painted 
SEND FOR FREE FOLDER 


Sole agents for U.S. and Canada CRAKE OREM s 


A. E. Ulmann and Associates Ltd. 


342 Madison Ave. New York 17, N. Y. 


New Smart Jewelry 
with YOUR Car Emblem 


YOU’LL LOOK SMART and show your class with these 

high grade dress accessories by a famous maker. 
Your car’s authentic emblem richly designed in 
newest stay-bright jewelry alloys. Approved by car 
builders. All prices include 20% Federal Tax. 


JAGUAR SET: Spreadwing tie bar; cuff links, one 
“XK’’, one ‘‘120’’. Deeply embossed design in spar- 
kling silver Rhodium, with bright jet black field. 


MG SET is equally attractive in golden alloy, with 
emblem on rich red field. 


ORDER BY MAIL. Send check or money order in full 
for purchase. Illinois buyers must add 
2% sales tax. Refund guaranteed if not 
satisfied. C.O.D. orders not accepted. 
Prompt shipment; postage prepaid. 

WM. F. VICTOR ENTERPRISES ¢ 3638 S. Iron St., Chicago 9, III. 


In Canada, write for prices to J. A. MCMANMAN, Exclusive Distributor, 
9 Woodlawn Ave., Ottawa, Ont. 


JAGUAR 3-pc. 
set ...$12.50 


Cuff links only 
$7.50 


$10.00 


Tie bar only 
$5.00 


All prices include 20% Federal Tax Cuff links only $6.50 


eqn ~ 
Ce ‘Ws 
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ARE THE GUARDIANS OF QUALITY IN 
HARMAN and COLLINS CAMS 


The constant vigilence Harman & Collins maintains over the quality 
of their full line of popular custom ground cams protects the skilled 
mechanic by offering the finest in workmanship, design, performance. 


HARMAN £& COLLINS 


'NCORPORATE'D 
5552 ALHAMBRA AVE. @ LOS ANGELES 32, CALIF. @ Phone CApitol 2-0158 


Correspondence 


FOREIGN CAR DEALER SPEAKS 


Congratulations on your editorial about for- 
eign car dealers in the October issue of Road 
and Track. The writer really enjoyed reading it. 


Meriden, Connecticut Frank EK. Davella 


AUSTIN SERVICE POLICY 


We are entirely in agreement with the stand 
your publication is taking in connection with 
inefficiency in servicing foreign cars and ex- 
orbitant service charges. 

Fortunately, probably because we endeavor to 
be discriminating in appointing Austin Dealers, 
complaints of unfair charges or inefficient work- 
manship in connection with the servicing of 
Austin products in this country have been ex- 
tremely rare. On the contrary, we have re- 
ceived a number of letters congratulating spe- 
cific dealers on the service they render and, 
bearing in mind that a satisfied customer rarely 
expresses his satisfaction in writing, we feel 
heartened when we receive such a testimonial. 

It is a condition when granting an Austin 
Franchise that the Dealer carries an adequate 
fast-moving parts stock and, in addition, we can 
expeditiously supply parts for Austins on the 
roads of North America from our Parts Depots 


situated in Hamilton (which carries bulk stocks), — 


Winnipeg, Vancouver, and New York. We have 
just established a Parts Depot in San Francisco 
to supply the West Coast. Representatives deal- 
ing specifically with service already cover a 
large part of the United States and are, in the 
next week or so, being increased in number. 
‘We will be most happy to help you in your 
drive and assure that any specific complaints 
concerning Austin Dealers that you bring to our 
attention will be treated most seriously and the 
strongest action taken to eliminate anything 
improper. 
New York, N.Y. The Austin Motor Co. Ltd. 
C. R.. Melton, Gen. Sales Mgr. 


ROOTES SERVICE POLICY 


It has been our endeavor ever since we en- 
tered the American market, three years ago, to 
satisfy all of our Rootes customers. As you 
know, we handle the Hillman, Humber, Sun- 
beam-Talbot, Commer and Rover vehicles, of 
which we have thousands registered in the 
United States. We have set up a dealer organ- 
ization of which we are very proud today. 
Rootes Motors Incorporated hold millions of dol- 
lars worth of parts for our different makes of 
vehicles. We also have two large buildings in 


Beverly Hills to look after the West Coast and ~ 


approximately 150,000 square feet of buildings 
in New York. 

I have strict orders from my superiors to 
satisfy the American public and this I have 
done to the best of my ability. We have tried 
to pick good honest dealers and have tried to 
impress upon them the importance of good and 
efficient service. Any serious complaints we re- 
ceive regarding a dealer, whether large or 
small, we thoroly investigate and if necessary 
cancel the dealer. 

We have trained personnel from our British 
factories traveling over the United States, and 
we have visits from some of our top engineers 
from England traveling thruout the United 
States, schooling American mechanics. I think 
I can honestly say that our warranty system 
is on the same level as any American manufac- 
turer, and we do everything in our power to 
see that the retail customer is satisfied. 


Beverly Hills, Calif. Rootes Motors, Inc. 
H. Henkel, Manager 


PAT ON BACK FOR MG DEALER 


I read your editorial with wholehearted ap- 
proval. I would like to give the dealer that sold 
me my MG Mk II (Brewster Gray, Long Beach) 
a pat on the back. Shortly after purchasing’ my 
car, I noticed a howl out of Ist and réverse 
gear. It was imperative that I should leave 
Long Beach to return to my base (992 miles) 


the next afternoon. When they found the deliv-‘ 
ery time on a replacement gear from Los An-~ 


geles to be two days—zip—a whole new trans- 
mission installed in time for me to leave on 
schedule—also, a new set of plugs. All this 
with smiles. Needless to say, the prompt and 
courteous service shown me by this dealer has 
made me a permanent customer. } 


Mountain Home Air Force Base, Idaho 
S/Sgt. Charles F. Bottum 


SATORI GIVES SERVICE 


eas ett has been my earnest desire, since start- 
ing in business, to render the utmost service 
possible to our customers, and to all British mo- 
tor car owners. Our Service Department is so 
well organized and managed, and our equipment 
so up-to-date, that I believe it can be very fa- 
vorably compared with any and all Service De- 

(Continued on page 4) : 
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AUTOBOOKS make lasting Christmas Gifts 


POPULAR BOOKS 


Doodlers-Dreamers-Designers 
YOU CAN DRAW CARS 


By BILL JENKS 
is the answer to putting your car ideas on paper to 
look like something that can be built. From pencil 
outline to finished rendering the subject is thoroly 
covered in text and illustration. Anyone who has 
ever used a pencil with the thought of sketching 
car will appreciate this book. Price................ $2.50 


Intimate biography of the one and only Bugatti. ves ee 
BRITISH SPORTS CARS.......W0.000000 02. $3.00 
Details of Sports Cars from 1900 to date. Revised. 
CONTINENTAL SPORTS CARS........0000000..... -50 
By an expert. Full coverage. Many photos & data. Revised. 
RALLIES AND RACES... cc. $5 


-00 
An extremely interesting account of M. Gatsonides (‘‘Gat- 
so’’) competition work. Covers six Monte Carlo Rallies 
and many other famous events. Recommended reading. 
A RACING MOTORIST by S. C. H. Davis_.$3.00 
For sheer enjoyment of the racing scene few books can 
equal this excellent, interesting volume. 
SPLIT SECONDS by Raymond Moys.......... $5.00 
A great driver tells the story of his racing career inter- 
estingly, accurately and informatively. 
MONTE CARLO RALLY...........-.-002.....-2-2...-- $2.00 
“The Rally’’ told in splendid fashion by one of the con- 
testants. Has a lot of instructive information. 
RALLIES AND TRIALS..................222.-.--.---- $4.00 
Another Davis book describing experiences in Monte Carlo, 
Alpine Trials. French and other rallies. A chapter on 
preparation is alone worth the price. 
500 cc MOTOR RACING YEARBOOK, 1952..$2.00 
How to Build a 500; Car Spex; Personalities. 1951 re- 
sults; British & European Circuits plus many articles & 
action photos. 500cc. FANS, DON’T MISS THIS!! 
CONTROLLING A RACING CAR TEAM....$4.00 
A book on the art of organized control during a race. 
Every race enthusiast should tead this whether the 
member of a pit screw or a spectator. 
RACING A SPORTS CAR...............-.....---.----- $3.00 
Will greatly benefit both the novice and expert. 


The MOTOR 
YEAR BOOK 


1952 
$4.00 


The Enthusiasts’ 
Reference Book 


Complete coverage for 1951 on © Technical Develop- 
ments @ British Cars © Continental Car Spex ®@ Mo- 
tor Road Tests @ Werld Car Specification Tables @ 
Racing Cars @ Racing Review @ International Race 
Results & Drivers’ Records, etc. We have a few copies 
of the 1950 YEAR BOOK—Special combination price 
$6.50 for the 50 & ’52. (1950 alone $3.00) 


MAGAZINES 


BRITISH 
THE MOTOR, wkly, (genera!), sample 60c 
AUTOCAR, wkly, (general), sample 60c 
AUTOMOBILE ENGINEER, mo., smpl. $1.25 $8.00 yr. 


$10.00 yr. 
$10.00 yr. 


LIGHT CAR, mv., sample copy 50c $3.50 yr. 
MOTOR SPORT, mo., sample 50c $4.50 yr. 
10TA, mo. The 500cc mag. (sample 40c) $3.50 yr. 
BUGANTICS, 4 issues per yr. The Bugatti 

Owners’ Club magazines (sample copy 75c) $3.00 yr. 


AUTO COURSE, 4 issues pe yr. (Sample $2) $6.50 yr. 
This is a new British magazine covering racing from every 
standpoint, technical and otherwise. A complete technical 
analysis of one major car in each issue. Introductory sub- 
scriptions receive the first 4 issues (already published) for 
$6.00—We ship these at once. Issue No. 5 also ready. 


ITALIAN 


INTER AUTO, mo., (gen’l), sample $1.25 $11.00 yr. 


AUTO ITALIANA, semi-mo. (racing), smpl. 75c $12.50 yr. 
MOTOR ITALIA, qrtly. (gen’l), smpl. $3.75 $11.00 yr. 


ENTHUSIASTS ATTENTION! 


Solve all of your gift problems by selecting books or 
magazine subscriptions from our list of over 300 titles 
(we send gift cards). Write for complete free catalog. 


POST OFFICE BOX 409 
NO. 


MAIL 
ORDERS 
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HOLLYWOOD, CALIF 


THE GIFT 


The book is in threa sections: PART | 


Among the cars selected are:— e@ 
@ 1922 Vauxhall 


1908 
@ 1924 Sunbeam e 


© Maserati © Cisitalia. 


IV). 
has no pee in the realm of technical representation. 


TECHNICAL BOOKS 


AUTOMOBILE CHASSIS DESIGN........... $7.50 
A true DESIGN book for students & engineers. Con- 
tents —- © Vehicle Performance © Suspension 
@ Front Axles @ Steering ©@ Frame @ Braking 
@ Springs © Stress Measurement @ Transmission 
e@ Rear Axle @ Differential @ General Layout. 
MOST COMPREHENSIVE. 363 pages; 250 illus. 


THE HIGH-SPEED INTERNAL 

COMBUSTION ENGINE, by Rieardo........ $8.50 
This book is considered the design Bible on the subject. 
DEVELOPMENT OF GERMAN GRAND PRIX 
RACING CARS 1934-1939... ww. $6.00 
Known as B.1.0.S Report #1755, this is the only tech- 


nical document ever presented on these cars. Photos, 
drawings & data sheets on Mercedes & Auto-Union 
Grand Prix Cars of this period plus details of the Mer- 
ceres World Land Speed Contender make this book a classic. 
ORDER NOW—no more available after we are out of stock. 
THE AUTOMOTIVE CHASSIS—P. M. Heldt $9.00 
1952 revision of thoro design text. Latest developments 
in suspension, steering, transmission, differential, brake, 
frame & drive unit design. An American book. 

THE MOTOR VEHICLE, Newton & Steeds $8.50 
New edition of a popular book on automotive fundamentals. 
Contents: Bearings & Gearing; Engine Construction Details; 


Balance; Supercharging; Fuels; Cooling; Clutches; Gear 
Box; U-Joint; Rear Axle & Differential; Brakes; Front 
Axle & Steering; Independent Suspension; etc. A_ real 


‘‘idea’’ book for the sports & racing car amateur designer. 
ELEMENTS OF AUTO ENGINEERING.......... $2.00 
An introductory book for the student. This is one of the 
most practical & understandable little books we have ever 
seen. Not too technical but horely valuable. 


SUPREME 


THE GRAND PRIX CAR—Laurence Pomeroy (2nd edition)....-..- $22.00 


(Special Price for the First 100 Orders Only) 


There is mo doubt that this is one of the greatest motoring books ever written and most certainly THE test 
on the Grand Prix Car. Laurence Pomeroy, technical editor of The Motor magazine, presents in non-technical language 
all of the engineering aspects of the representative machines included in this tremendous volume, which is 81/2” x 11” 
in size and contains over 500 pages with more than 350 diagrams, charts, graphs, drawings and photos. 

K Secti gives a summarized history of Grand Prix Racing. 
broad picture of engineering development by describing 26 typical G-P cars with complete specification lists. 
Italia @ 1911 F.1.A.T. 
1927 Delage © type 35 Bugatti 
Alfa Romeo @ Mercedes Type W25B e@ 6-litre Auto Union Type C © Mercedes W125 © Mercedes W163 
e@ Alfa Romeo 158 © Ferrari 1% litre e E.R.A. 


PART II paints a 


@ 1912 Peugeot @© 1914 Mercedes 
e 4.5 litre Bentley @ P.3 


© Talbot @ Ferari 4!/2 litre @ Simca @ B.R.M. 


(The last 9 cars named are complete additions to the first edition ef this book and are contained in Part 
19 of these cars are illustrated by double paoe cutaway drawings from the pen of L. C. Creswell who 
n part Ill 
factual material provided in the other parts of the book. Early development with its effect on, and progress 
to, present day design is discussed and diagnosed for its full value from the engineering aspect. Also in thls 
section is shown the direct connection of the various factors involved to the performance ef racing cars. 

This Is a book for designers, engineers and the enthusiast who wants the ULTIMATE In Grand Prix Information. 


the author analyzes & comments on the 


MOTOR MAINTENANCE 


BRITISH VEHICLE SERVICING GUIDE......$15.00 
Similar te ew U. S. MOTOR REPAIR MANUAL but on 
British cars & trucks. Cemplete data on Austin, Ford, 
Hillman, M.G., Morris, Jaguar, Riley, Triumph, etc. A 
MUST for the ewmer who does his own work & shopman. 
Over 500 8Y—” x 11” pages with loads of sketches 
& diagrams. 

THE AUTOCAR HANDBOOK $2.00 
THE hook for anyone wanting a thoro mechanical back- 
ground on the British car. 242 pages; 280 illustrations. 


MOTOR ENGINEERS’ POCKET BOOK.......... $3.00 
Covers ever 700 models of world-wide produced cars & 
trucks. Gives bore & stroke, firing order, tappet clear- 
ance, carburetor setting; valve & ignition timing; & all 
wheel alignment spex for 90 mfgrs .in 274 pages. With 
a trouble shooting section as well. NO OWNER, ME- 
CHANIC OR SERVICE GARAGE CAN AFFORD TO BE 
WITHOUT THIS BOOK. Covers 1936 - 1952. 


CLASSIC CARS 


DUESENBERG... America’s Mightiest Car $5.00 
Complete coverage 81/2” x 11”, 165 pages, 225 photos, 
50 drawings ef cars & mechanical details. 

THE AMERICAN ROLLS ROYCE... $5.00 
Companion to Duesy & Cord books with 160 pages, 100 
phetos. 60 line drawings of American built Ghost, Phan- 
tom |, and Phantom Il. 

THE CLASSIC CORD......000202oooo0 eee $3.50 
160 pages, 250 illustrations of cars, details, charts, of 
models L-29, 810 & 812. Read tests of 810. 

MAGIC OF A NAME—Story of Rolls-Royce $6.00 
An inspiring account of the car and its founders. 


MD OWNERS ATTENTION 


Two New Books on Maintenance & Repair 


TUNING & 
MAINTENANCE 


of M.G.'s 
Price $4.00 


Phillip H. Smith (author of ‘‘The Sports Car Engine’’ 
& “Speed From the Sports Car’’) states in his intro- 
duction—‘‘This book has been written for ‘‘the Private 
Owner”? M.G. enthusiast with the object of providing him 
with comprehensive information which will assist him not 
only in keeping a good car in first class trim, but also 
in restoring a much used model to its original condition.’’ 
An examination of the book will disclose that it dees ex- 
actly what the author aspired to do with a clarity of de 
tail that is easy to follow. 


Contents: PART I|—‘‘0.H.C. Engines’; contains ten ehap- 
ters on the Repair & Maintenance of all P-type engines. 
PART I!—‘‘Push-Rod 0.H.V. Engines’; 14 chapters on 
the TA, TC, TD & othe O.H.V. engines giving complete 
details of all. PART Il—‘‘Specialized Attention’’; 
“Cylinder Bore Renovation’; ‘‘Overhaul & Tuning of S.U. 
Carburetors’; ‘Supercharger Installations and Super-tuning 
the T-typa engine’ (the 5-stage tuning data). PART IV 
—Wiring Diagrams & Lubrication Charts for all TC & 
TD engines............ Size 5144” x 82”; 160 pages with 
over 60 illustrations, charts & diagrams. 


AUTOBOOKS 


2708 MAGNOLIA BLYD, 
BURBANK, CALIFORNIA 


The MG Le 
WORKSHOP 
MANUAL 


Price $6.50 


Covers all medels from M-type 1930 thru 1952 TD type 
& 1% litre. This manual contains identical information 
that would be required & found in any factory authorized 
M.G. service shop. Indeed it is from the very material 
furnished by the Nuffield Co. Every operation is clearly 
& accurately explained so that anyone able to follow the 
written word can do a decent job from normal tune-up 
te major overhaul. Factory dimensions and tolerances on 
crankshafts, piston pins, pistons, springs, etc. along 
with other information not to be foud elsewhere make THE 
WORKSHOP MANUAL indispensable to every M.G. owner 
& serviceman. 


Contents: Chassis; Engine; Clutch; Gear Box; Rear Axle; 
Fuel Systems; Brakes; Steering; Hydraulic Jacks; Tuning 
Data for All Models; Electrical; Notes on Supercharging. 
Data sheets giving clearances for.all models. Wiring Dia- 
grams & Lubrication Charts for all models. Size 5Y_” x 
81/0”; 450 pages & over 500 illustrations. Grease-proof 
cloth bound. 


nL 
In the Midwest .. . 


See ARNOLT 


for 

MG 

RILEY 
MORRIS 
DAIMLER 
BENTLEY 
ROLLS ROYCE 


Sales * Service 
Accessories * Parts 


S$. H. ARNHOLT, Distributor 


Division of Climax Machinery Co. 


415 East Erie Street, Chicago II 


Liberal trades... 
Financing arranged if desired 


Shorrock Supercharger in TD model MG 
ANOTHER “EXCLUSIVE” 


for Autocessories, Ltd. 


The internationally famous British line of 
Shorrock Superchargers for MG, Morris 
Minor, Austin and other imported cars is 
now being distributed in the United States 
exclusively by Autocessories, Ltd., Division 
of Arnolt Corporation, Warsaw, Indiana. 
The Shorrock Supercharger makes possible 
increases in maximum brake horse power 
ranging from 30% to 50%. Even at low 
engine speeds of 1,000-2,000 r.p.m. in- 
creases of 20% to 25% are obtained. 


The Shorrock Supercharger not only in- 
creases the b.h.p. of the engine for faster 
and smoother acceleration but does so 
quietly and economically. Exhaustive tests 
under a wide variety of operating condi- 
tions have proved that the Shorrock Super- 
charger makes available a standard of 
efficiency, reliability and quiet perform- 
ance that have not been hitherto ap- 
proached. For details. write Dept. 12 RT, 
Autocessories, Ltd., Warsaw, Indiana. 


re 
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Correspondence 


(Continued from page 2) 


partments in American car dealerships. I as- 
sure you as a Rootes distributor, I am constant- 
ly endeavoring to improve the service facilities 
of my dealers. 


Pasadena, Calif. 


SEALED-BEAM MENACE 


As a part-time ambulance driver for a funeral 
home, I pick up the remains of accident victims 
in and around our community. Being contin- 
ually aware of the mess that humanity gets into 
in an accident, I was pleased to read your 
editorial that attacks a major cause of acci- 
dents. Rushing to the hospital with a victim is 
a real headache when suddenly there is that 
blinding sealed-beam glare endangering all the 
occupants of the ambulance. The only defense 
I’ve found is to keep my eyes on the right edge 
of the highway, but that’s not the only place to 
be looking when you’re driving. 

Do we write to our Congressmen, newspapers, 
or state safety agency to act on stopping the 
production of sealed-beams ? Seas 

Let’s not let the attack die on the editorial 
page — too many have died on the highway. 


Iowa City, Iowa Robert Guenther 


SEALED-BEAM MENACE 


I may be wrong in a few details such as cost, 
but it must occur to most avid camera fans 
after reading your “‘true to the point editorial” 
that a logical solution would be in a Polaroid 
two-filter application—one being in the automo- 
tive windshield, vertical screen, for example, 
and the other in the car’s sealed-beams, with a 
horizontal screen or degrees thereof to render 
correct filtration. Thus, the oncoming head- 
lights would appear as a dark round spot, but 
you would clearly see all the light cast by it 
on the road way. 


Maracaibo, Venezuela 


Peter Satori 


Quentin M. Brelsfaru 


_ Such a project was once supported by the 
industry but was dropped without cause.—Ed. 


BUICK SKYLARK 


Goody! Goody! Now we can get a real live 
“American-built Sports Car.” Since when do 
chrome-plated wire wheels turn a ‘‘mashed po- 
tato” into a road racer? Shades of Cinderella’s 
pumpkin. Buick should live so long. 


Philadelphia, Pa. 2nd. Lt. John D. Griswold 


NASH-HEALEY ON WEST COAST 


In the November issue, under “Rx for Foreign 
Cars,” I read that there is only one Nash- 
Healey on the West Coast. I personally know 
of two others on the coast . . . there must be 
more—maybe you’ll hear from all of us! 

The rest of your comments re the Nash-Healey 
are very appropriate. It is a terrific car, and 
Nash is more than missing the boat in not 
pushing its sales, and also its competition rec- 
ords, chiefly at Le Mans. Witness how Hud- 
son’s stock car records are being advertised. 


Las Vegas, Nevada Martin W. Payne, M.D. 


Our statement was based on a Nash dealer’s 
advertisement . . . “only one on the West 
Coast.’’—Ed. 


NASH-HEALEY WAS 3RD AT LE MANS 


In the October issue you have a description of 
the Le Mans Race and you credit the Nash- 
Healey with finishing 4th. May I point out that 
it finished 8rd. Also, in fairness to the Nash 
Corporation, I would like to point out that the 
engine in this car was the normal Nash ‘‘Am- 
bassador” engine, the other car which retired 
with engine trouble was fitted with a special 
head of our manufacture and the trouble was 
entirely confined to a part manufactured by us. 


Warwick, England. Donald Healey 


———————————— 


ROAD and TRACK is published monthly by 
Enthusiasts’ Publications, Inc., 540 W. Colorado 
Blvd., Glendale, California. Phone CHapman 
5-2297. Entered as second class matter at the 
post office at Glendale, California, under the 
Act of March 3, 1897. Copyright 1952 by En- 
thusiasts’ Publications, Inc. Reprinted in whole 
or in part forbidden except by permission of the 
publishers. 


Subscription price $3.50 per year’ thruout the 
world. Single copy 35c. 
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new addresses, 

Contributions—not responsible for the return 
of unsolicited manuscripts, photographs, and/or 
drawings unless accompanied by self-addressed 
stamped envelope. 


Mailing address—Box 110, Glendale, California. 


a 


Clymer Crash Helmets 


Famous the World Over 


CLYMER CRASH HELMETS 
combine real protection and style. 
Not only your own safety. but 
strict regulations, require that 
Crash Helmets be worn in all 
competitions. We have supplied 
the Crash Helmets used by 90% 
of all car and motorcycle racers, — 
and this includes famous Indianapolis winners. 


NOW Immediate Delivery 
Gives real protection. Made of light-weight dural 
exceptionally strong. Worn by country’s 
Give hat size when ordering. 


metal, 
greatest racing men. 
(White finish only.) 


(without visor) 
(with visor) 


Model C 
Model D 


Floyd Clymer’s Official 1952 
INDIANAPOLIS RACE 
YEARBOOK 


NOW READY! 112 pages . . . 388 photos, 
charts, drawings of the most interesting “500.” 
Complete data on the race. Photos every 
driver and car . . . famous personalities ... 
cartoons . . . articles by world-famous race 
writers . . . Largest technical section ever, 
with data on Offies, Novis, Ferraris—described 
by Hank Elfrink, Roger Huntington, Barney 
Navarro and Harry Hartz . . . Ted Halibrand’s 
Magnesium Wheel and Sol Silbermann’s Mag- 
naflux articles are also tops! Every race fan 
will want this “bible’’ on $1 50 
Indianapolis, _......................--- Postpaid . 


De Luxe Fabrikoid bound with Gold 


Leaf. Lettering... <.25.225..2.2 =. ee $3.00 
1952 U. S. AUTOMOBILES 


Floyd Clymer’s annual revision again covers all makes 
and models of U. S. production cars including the Cun- 
ningham, Nash-Healey and Muntz. Specifications and 
technical data included and over 130 sharp photos make 
this a book every car owner will want. 

Postpaid $2.00 (] 


1952 MOBILGAS ECONOMY RUN 


The complete story of the Official A.A.A. Mobilgas 
economy run held this year over a rugged 1415-mile 
course from Los Angeles to Sun Valley, Idaho. Contains 
64 pages with over 150 photos and charts, with stories 
by prominent writers covering all activities. 

Postpaid $1.50 (1) 


The Sports Car Engine, new, complete data all Sports 
Cat eng ites’: seen ce ew ere cence eee eee ae $1.50 0 


Specials and Hot Rods of the World, new book on 
specia! race cars of all nations, a handbook and manual of 
sheet ies Se ee ace $1.50 O 


Chevrolet Owner’s Handbook. Complete data serv- 
icing all Chev. cars—’29-’50 incl. data on Powerglide. 


Wonderful: book 222. 225.2 ee RS -$1.50 0 
Ford Owner’s Handbook. Service data on all V8, ‘6’ 
& ‘60’ models. Complete ...............2....0-.. $1.50 


German Race Cars and Drivers—Post-war & Pre- 
Mies ore 300 Fotos, Complete data German races, past 
, presen’ 


| Send for FREE catalog of 100 CLYMER MOTORBOOKS 


FLOYD CLYMER MOTORBOOKS 
1268 So. Alvarado, RT-12, Los Angeles 6, Calif. 
ORDER BLANK 


All Books Postpaid 
SEND FOR FREE MOTORBOOK CATALOG 
FLOYD CLYMER MOTORBOOKS 
1268 So. Alvarado, RT-12, Los Angeles 6, Calif. 


Please send books marked X to: 
INA ME ae as SIN oR TS 
ADDRESS 
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Oct. 22-31 Britain, London Motor Show _ 
26 U.S.A. SCCA Sowega National 
Road Race, Turner Air Force Base, 
Albany Georgia. 
Nov. 8-9 U.S.A. SCCA Madera Road Races, 
Madera California. ; 
19-23 Mexico, Carrera Panamericana, 
border (Guatemala) to _ border 
(Texas) 
1953 
Jan. 10 U.S.A. SCCA 12 Hour Road Race, 


Vero Beach, Florida 


TRANSMISSION CONTEST 


For complete information, turn ‘to page 
22. Here’s your chance to “stick your 
two cents worth in!” 
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Te Motor. Enttvsiael. Magazine 


AMERICAN SPORTS CARS 


General Motors have found a short-cut 
to free publicity (never mind how much 
those cocktail parties for the press cost) 
and they are going to give the new-style 
bandwagon, named “sports car,” a real 
ride during 1953. At the GM show in 
New York (Waldorf, January) there will! 
be five “sports type” cars on display . . . 
Cadillac will lead the parade with a 300 
hp “Le Mans” model . . . a gentlemen’s 
sports car. The Buick “Skylark” will be 
joined by similar cars from Olds, Pon- 
tiac, and Chevrolet. Altho the principal 
function of these cars will be the capture 
of newspaper, magazine, and TV space— 
and to draw the public to dealer’s show- 
rooms—they will be built in limited 
quantities. There will soon be wire wheels 
all over the place! 


In the past, General Motors and Pack- 
ard have periodically produced a car-of- 
the-future . . . and have been fairly suc- 
cessful in obtaining favorable publicity. 
But it was not until the event of GM’s 
“Le Sabre” and “Buick XP-300” that the 
jackpot was hit. Riding on the crest of 
public interest in sports cars, these “ex- 
perimental cars” achieved their objective 
with tremendous success . . . everybody 
carried the news releases. 


Chrysler soon appeared with the Ghia- 
built “C-310” and “C-200,” Packard an- 
nounced the “Pan American,” and Ford 
the “Continental 195X.” All of these have 
accomplished their objective . . . tons of 
favorable publicity. But more important, 
they made Detroit and the general public 
more sports car conscious than ever . 


Now stage two is at hand. Kaiser is 
building 1000 Henry J fiberglass-bodied 
sports cars. General Motors will offer a 
$3000 to $6000 range of sportsters. Both 
Studebaker and Ford have active projects, 


Once the “limited production sports 
cars” from Detroit get into the hands of 


EDITORIAL 


the public, participation in competitive 
events will be inevitable, Detroit reputa- 
tions are valued in the millions—so real 
sports cars will be the eventual result. 

With the Mexican Road Race as a 
handy super proving ground, you may 
someday be able to cheer for Detroit at 


Le Mans. mR RS 


MEXICAN ROAD RACE BONANZA 


The current Hudson advertising cam- 
paign is built around the remarkable per- 
formance of the Hornet in Nascar stock 
car races . . . 33 wins in 37 starts! 

These victories were the result of two 
factors: the roadability and high torque 
of the Hornet on one hand, and on the 
other, excellent factory support (cata- 
loged optional gears, manifolds, heads, 
etc.) and the encouragement of capable 
drivers. The increase of Hudson sales in 
areas where Nascar races are popular is 
an index to the success of this policy. 
There is no doubt that the “Hudson Vic- 
tory’ theme in national advertising will 
raise the prestige and sales of Hudsons. 

Yet racing on a small oval 
speedway bears but little resemblence to 
the normal everyday use for which a pas- 
senger car is intended. With suspension 
“chained-down” to accommodate a 100- 
mile fast left turn, there is little in com- 
mon with a quick trip to Yakima or 
Peoria. 


Road racing, however, is directly com- 
parable—for it is run over the same type 
of roads and routes that we normally 
drive. The 2,093 mile Carrera Panameri- 
cana Mexico might be called a quick va- 
cation trip thru Mexico , . . same roads, 
same route. In this race, which has a 
category tailormade for American cars, a 
victory has the maximum significance 
and carries international prestige. 


Are all the Detroit teams going to let 
Hudson walk off with this game too? 


THE COVER 


“We had to stand out in front of Windsor Castle for hours” 
writes Louis Klemantaski from England. 


“Every time we thought 


the sun would shine thru the clouds, it would turn out to be a 
false alarm” .. , : 

ote . and then finally a hole appeared in the ominous grey 
overcast, we jumped for our camera equipment and made the 


exposure, which we think is not too bad.” ; 

Readers will agree with Road and Track that Klemantaski’s out- 
standing color shot of the new Palm Beach model Allard, with 
its background of no less imposing a structure than Windsor 
Castle, is indeed ‘‘not too bad”. 
will unquestionably look foreward to the arrival of more of the 
British photographer’s fine work. 


And like-the staff, enthusiasts 
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Photo credits are given page by page, left to right, and top to bottom. 
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Cars at 1952 Earls Court Show 
To Feature General Improvements 


.... Few Are Completely New 


The Wolseley 4-40-4 sedan is the only com- 
pletely new car in the Nuffield line. It fa- 
tures several interesting innovations. Engine 
is identical to that used in the MG sedan. » 


*@ Armstrong Siddeley, a well-respected name 
in both aircraft and automotive circles, will 
announce an entirely new car... the ‘'Sap- 
phire."" The styling is pure British, the price 
is in the $3000-$4000 range, and power is 
supplied by a new 3.4 litre ''square'’ ohv en- 
gine. It will be available in two models, a 
seven-window sedan and a five-window sedan 
—a prototype of the latter is shown above. 


* Recently announced, the Austin A-40 Som- 
erset Convertible Coupe will be a star attrac- 
tion of Austin's Earls Court exhibit. Utilizing 
the familiar Somerset styling, the new coupe 
will feature a three-position top which can be 
folded to the chic "Coupe de Ville" position, 
or may be stowed completely out of sight in 
a well behind the rear seat. Both the seats 
and the interior trim are done in leather. 


ONDON SHOW PREVIEW 


Allard — The two new Palm Beach models 
(Consul and Zephyr engines) will be shown for 
the first time. Other models in the exhibit will 
be the J-2X with Le Mans body, the K-3 sports 
tourer, Safari station wagon, and the Monte 
Carlo sedan. 


Alvis—The 3-litre four-door sedan and two- 
door convertible will be continued without 
change. 


Armstrong Siddeley—One of the few com- 
pletely new cars at the London Show will be 
the Armstrong Siddeley ‘‘Sapphire’’. Tradition- 
al styling includes the typically British long 
front fender sweep. The engine is a 8.4 litre 
inclined ohy 6-cylinder unit with a square bore 
and stroke of 90 mm. An electrically operated 
4-speed preselect gearbox is optional. 

Aston-Martin—The highly successful DB-2 
and DB-3 models will be continued without 
change. 

Austin—Feature of this display will be the 
A-40 Somerset Convertible Coupe, which seats 
four and has a three-position top. The new 
Austin 7 (A-30) was announced last year and 
will appear as a production model this year. 
Other models include the popular A-40 Somerset 
line, A-40 Sports, A-70 Hereford, the luxury 
A-125 Sheerline, and the elegant A-135 Princess. 
The A-90 Atlantic has been eliminated. 


Bentley—For 1953 Bentley will offer an im- 
proved model featuring a longer body and 
greatly increased luggage capacity. The in- 
creased sweep at the rear adds to the already 
handsome lines of this 4.5 litre high-speed lux- 
ury car. Other detail modifications provide the 
refinements of modern elegant motoring. The 
Continental, a 120 mph version, is continued. 


Daimler—The three models: 2.5 litre Consort 
sedan, 3-litre Regency, and the 5.5 litre Straight 
Eight—will be continued without change for ’53. 

Ford—The Anglia, Prefect, Consul, and 
Zephyr models will be continued for 1953 with- 
out significant change. 


Frazer-Nash—The 1953 line will consist of 
three basic models: Le Mans Replica (Mk2) 
which is a cycle-fendered sports car built to 
minimum FIA requirements; Targa Floria—a 
high speed Turismo model; and the Gran Sport 
Targa Floria (competition version). The Mille 
Miglia is available on special order as is the 
Formula 2 race car. 


Healey—No change for 1953. The two 2%4- 
litre Riley-engined models and the 3-litre Alvis- 
engined convertible will be continued. Like- 
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* External appearance of the 1953 Morris Oxford will be unchanged 
except for the new chrome-plated pressed steel radiator grille. 


wise the Nash-engined, Farina-bodied Nash- 
Healey. 


Hillman — Will continue the Minx without 
change for 1958. Refinements were introduced 
earlier in the year. 

Humber—Many detailed improvements will be 
included in the 1953 2.3-litre Hawk models... 
to be known as the Mk V. The appearance has 
been improved by a lower hood line and re- 
styled horizontal grilles. Wrap-around bumpers 
with guards and a chrome body edging give 
better protection, while innumerable detail 
changes should add to the appeal of the Humber. 


Jaguar—This extremely successful line, con- 
sisting of the Mark VII sedan, XK-120 road- 
ster, XK-120 coupe, and XK-120C competition 
model, will be continued without major change 
for 1953. 


Jensen—The 4-litre chassis has been improved 
by use of Laycock - de Normanville overdrive, 
additional stiffening, and other modifications. 
Both the~sedan and convertible models incor- 
porate body refinements. 


Lancaster—For 1953 will continue without 
change their line of 2-litre cars. A feature is 
the use of a fluid flywheel. 


Lea-Francis—No changes for 1953 in the Lea- 
Francis of three models: 1.8 litre sedan, 2.5 
litre sedan, and 2.5 litre sports cars. 


MG—Relax, you MG owners. No changes 
will be announced at the show and the popular 
TD and Mark 2 models will be continued. 
However, the 1% litre Sedan will now be fitted 
hypoid rear axle, larger shocks, larger brakes, 
and an 8” clutch. 

Morgan—The popular Plus-Four model will 
be continued without change for 1953. 


Morris—Big news for 1953 will be the ohv 
engine for the Minor, available in the four- 


door sedan only. Detail improvements have 
been made to the entire Morris Minor line. 
The Oxford, which has a “face-lift”? via a 


new grille, has added a station wagon to the 
available body styles. The Morris Six continues 
with mechanical imprlovements and _ detail 
changes. A new range of colors will be of- 
fered on all Morris products. 

Riley—For 1953 the 1.5 and 2.5 litre models 
will feature such improvements as full hy- 
draulic brakes, hypoid full-floating rear axle, 
and Hotchkiss drive. The front of the 2.5 en- 
gine has been redesigned for greater servicing 
accessibility. 


The new ohv-engined Morris Minor 4-door se- 
dan can be recognized externally only by or- 
nament on hood. Both the two-door sedan 
and the convertible will retain the same 
918 cc side-valve engine as is now fitted. © 
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Rover—To continue for 1953 without change. 
A series of refinements were introduced earlier 
in the year. 


Singer—For 1953, both the sedan and road- 
ster will be available in a two-carburetor ver- 
sion which will be rated at 58 hp... an im- 
provement of 20% over the single carburetor 
model. Along with other mechanical changes, 
the cornpression ratio has been hoosted to 7.4 
to 1. The sedan will have new buimpers, a 
larger rear window, and other improvements. 


Standard—The Vanguard model will continue 
without change. There are rumors of a new 
light car but it is not known if it will appear 
at the show. 


Sunbeam-Talbot—Taking advantage of ex- 
perience gained thru successful competition, the 
1958 series will have larger brakes and venti- 
lated wheels. Rear wheel covers are no longer 
used (congratulations—Ed.) and the front seats 
are lower ... and other detail modifications. 

Triumph—The Mayflower (1% litre) and Re- 
nown (2-litre) are to be continued without 
change. 


@ For people with junior-sized "“ranchos" or king-sized families, 
Morris will offer a station wagon on the Oxford 1500 cc chassis. 


Wolseley—A feature of the 1953 Earls Court 
will undoubtedly be the new MG-powered Wolse- 
ley 4-40-4, a modern-styled sedan. Of mono- 
unit construction, the completely-boxed drive- 
shaft tunnel acts as a backbone to the entire 
ear. Steering is by rack and pinion. Control 
pedals are pendant. The fuel tank filler cover 
incorporates the tank cap, while the tank itself 
is mounted in front of the luggage compart- 
ment. Twin torsion bars in the hinges counter- 
balance the rear deck lid . .. the handle of 
which contains a built-in automatic reversing 
light. The 4-50 and 6-80 model Wolseleys will 
be continued for 1953 with mechanical im- 
provements such as better cooling and larger 
generator while the bodies will have a divided 
front seat and other modifications. 

Vauxhall—Both the Wyvern (1.5-litre four) 
and the Velox (2.25-litre six) will be continued 
without changes for 1953. Designed by GM in 
Detroit, the current body style was announced 
last year, but the ‘‘over-square’’ ohv engines 
were not offered until early this year. 


@ First engineering benefit of the Austin- 
Nuffield merger is the use of the ohv 803 cc 


Austin 7 engine in the Morris Minor four- 


door sedan. Starter and generator on this en- 
gine are interchangeable with the Austin A-40. 


The new ohv engine snuggles nicely in the 
Morris engine compartment. Altho this en- 
gine has 115 cc less capacity than the Morris 
side-valve unit, it produces almost 10% more 
power. Top speed. is increased by 5 mph. © 


~ 
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MERCURY V-8 BREAKS AUTO UNION RECORDS 


Bonneville Flats, September 13, 1952 
The Mercury-engined streamliner built by 
‘owners George Hill and William Davis (and as- 
sisted by Hop Up Editor, Dean Batchelor) suc- 
ceeded in breaking two of Bernd Rosemeyer’s 
long standing (since 1937) Auto Union flying 
start International records, and four American 
National records (two standing and two flying). 
The fiberglass-bodied streamliner, utilizing a 
chrome-moly chassis with a C. T. Automotive 
ohv Mercury engine, peeled a tire tread at ap- 
proximately 235 mph on one of the runs, but 
safely coasted thru at 224.44 mph. 


International and American National Records 


Flying Mile 229.774 mph 
Flying Kilometer 226.398 mph 


American National Records , 


Standing Mile 104.009 mph 
Standing Kilo 85.485 mph 


SIMCA ARONDE BREAKS 
27 INTERNATIONAL RECORDS 


Montlhery, France, September 5 


The four-cylinder Simca Aronde (Road and 
Track, May-June 1952), running continuously 
for many days, has broken 27 International 
Class F records (all of those previously held by 
the Austin A-40 and some of those held by the 
Citroen ‘‘Petite Rosalie’? in 1933). All told, 
the Simca traveled 37,641.057 miles, lapped the 
track 20,751 times and at 50,000 kilometers had 
averaged 70.01 mph. 


D. B. PANHARD SETS RECORDS 


The mighty little Deutsch-Bonnet-Panhard, 
driven by the small engine genius Rene Bonnet, 
was the third car to recently set new records— 
this time in Class L (350-500 cc). Among other 
records hung up were the International 50 mile 
mark of 101.28 mph and 500 kilometers at 
99.13 mpb. 


EUROPEAN RACE RESULTS 


Italian Grand Prix (Formula 2) 


1. Ascari (Ferrari), 110.4 mph; 2. Gonzales 
(Maserati) ; 8. Villoresi (Ferari); 4. Farina 
(Ferrari); 5. Bonetto (Maserati); 6. Simon 


(Ferrari) ; 7. Taruffi (Ferrari). 


Tour De France (Handicap for Sports Cars) 
Over 3 Litres — M. and Mme. Berthomier 
(Jaguar), 6,161.02 marks; 2-2 Litres: Pagni- 
bon/Macchievaldo (Ferrari) 5379.90 marks; 
1501-2000 cc: Aprile/Bossetti (Alfa Romeo) 
7344.32 marks; 1101-1500 cc: Armengaud /Chaix 
(Osea) 6,009.86 marks; 751-1100 cc: Estager/ 
Boussignac (Porsche) 7384.92 marks; 500-750 ce: 
Redele/Moser (Renault) 7199.80 marks. 


Goodwood Intl. (Formula Libra, 2, 3, Sports Cars) 
Formula Libre: Two Races, First Race: 1. 
Gonzales (BRM), 87.64 mph; 2. Farina (4.5 
Ferrari) ; 3. Parnell (BRM) ; 4. Brown( Cooper- 
Bristol) ; 5. Rosier (Ferrari). 


Formula 2: 1. Downing (Connaught) 84.40 mph; 
2. Poore (Connaught) ; 3. Brown (Cooper-Bris- 
tal) ; 4. Whitehead (Alta). 

Formula 3: 1. Moss (Cooper) ; 2. Leston (Leston 
Spec.) ; 3. Bicknell (Revis). 


Sport Cars: 3 Races: 1st Race: 1. Rolt (XK- 
120C) ; 2. Moss (XK-120C) ; 8. Wharton (Frazer 
Nash); 4. Moore (HWM-Jaguar). 2nd Race 
(handicap): 1. Gaze (Maserati); 2. Dunham 
(Rover) ; 8. Whitehead (E.R.A. s/c). 8rd Race: 
1, Dobson (XK-120), 77.76 mph; 2. Kennington 
(Maserati) ; 8. Sanderson (Cooper-Bristol). 


HAWTHORNE TO FERRARI? 


Mike Hawthorne, who started racing last 
year in Riley nines with a maximum speed of 
80 mph, acquitted himself so nobly on his 
Cooper-Bristol in 1952 that he attracted the 
notice of Signor Enzo Ferrari. Prior to the 
Modena race Ferrari offered Hawthorne the 
opportunity to test one of his latest formula 
two cars on the Autodrome at Monza. Haw- 
thorne electrified everybody by lapping faster 
Farina and Villoresi and turning in the same 
time as Ascari . this on his very first 
outing in the car. He was offered the greatest 
honor an Italian factory can bestow on a for- 
eigner, a place on the works team. 

Did he jump at it? Yes, if you can call in- 
sisting on the fastest car, insisting on having 
it painted dark green, insisting on being quite 
independent of Ferrari team management, yet 
having his own batch of works mechanics, in- 
sisting on always being allowed to drive his 
own race; if you can call that ‘jumping at it” 
Mike jumped. 

So, one imagines, did Signor Ferrari, tho not 
in quite the same sense. No one has ever 
talked back to him like that before. However, 
he felt that genius was too great to loose and 
said yes. He didn‘t even seem to be offended 
when Mike announced the chassis number of 
the car he wanted (having calmly been noting 
the numbers of every car he drove at Monza). 

Unfortunately, Hawthorne crashed (not in a 
Ferrari) before the race, but one can certainly 
expect some excitement and some real inter- 
Ferrari dicing in future races. —PUKKA 


MEXICAN ROAD RACE 


Mk VII Jaguar Eligible in Stock Class! 


A careful check with William Lyons, chair- 
man of Jaguar Cars Ltd, disclosed that over 
5000 Mark VII sedans have been built during 
the current production year. This places the 
Mark VII among the cars eligible for the 
Stock Category of the race. 

As originally announced, the rules prohibited 
cars equipped with more than one carburetor, 
thus barring both the Mark VII and the Hud- 
son with Twin-H. A recent modification of 
the rules allows the use ‘of whatever standard 
options are offered by the factory for the par- 
ticular year and model of the car’. This 
change lets both the Jag and Hudson in but 
it is not yet known if cataloged options such 
as cams, gear ratios, heads, valves, and other 
parts will be allowed. 

The F.I.A. has considered proposing the Sport 
Category of the Pan-American race, together 
with the Italian Mille Miglia race and the 
French 24-hour Le Mans race, as a_ world 
championship course. Because it is run later 
in the year than the other two events, the 
Mexican race would the one at which this cham- 
pionship would be decided each year. 

The official Ferrari factory team will con- 
sist of Ascari-?, Villoresi-Cornacchia, and 
Bracco-Bronzoni. They will drive a trio of 
new type 4.1 litre cars to be known as the 
Ferrari ‘Mexico’. Louis Chiron and Felice 
Bonetto are entered . . . Bonetto may drive 
his fablous Alfa Romeo V-12. The Mercedes 
team, on SL-300s, will consist of Lang, Kling, 
and Fitch. Altho they will be handicapped by 
small displacement, the Porsche team will 
run for a cup offered for that class. 

Allen Guiberson of Dallas will drive a Ferrari, 
Pablo Aguilar of Mexico will drive the Fer- 
rari in which Taruffi won last year, and Jack 
McAfee will drive Tony Paravano’s 4.1 Ferrari 
America. Denny Oaks will be at the wheel of 
a brand-new Kurtis- Kraft sports car... Hud- 
son powered. It is rumored that Lincoln ad- 
vanced the production date on the 200 hp 1953 
model by three weeks in order that they might 
participate in the race. It is known that sev- 
eral Mark VII Jaguars are preparing, 


1953 U.S. CARS 


Preview of New Models 
by Sedanette 


Entirely new slab-side* body 
with not much lower lines, one-piece curved 
windshield, and K-type** rear window. It has 
the appearance of being larger, and altho com- 
pletely changed there is considerable resemblance 
to the 1952 model. Rear deck opening is very 
wide. The grille consists of a single horizontal 
painted blade with chrome “blips” along its 
length. Will-be shown to the public November 
12th to 15th. 

Dodge ... . Similar in appearance to Ply- 
mouth except for grille and trim. New 140 hp 
V-8 ohv engine. Rear fender has hint of fin. 
Will be out October 23rd. 

DeSoto .. . . New styling in the same man- 
ner as Plymouth and Dodge. Grille has bigger 
smile and improved dentures. Parking lights 
incorporated in grille blade. Large rear deck 


Plymouth... . 


opening. On sale about the middle of No- 
vember. 
Chrysler . . . . New styling, air conditiong, 


power steering, and all the trimmings. On 3 
display October 30th. 


Packard . . . Highly successful styling in- ; 
troduced in ’51 will continue with face-lift and 
new trim. Will be out early in November. = 
Hudson . . . The new 108 inch w.b. light 
(2800 lb.) Hudson will arrive late in November. ; 
Styling is a mixture of Ford and earlier Kaiser. 

Price will be close to the big-8. Pacemaker en- 


gine . . .. goes like a bomb. Face-lift only 
for other Hudsons. Out late in November. f 
Studebaker . . . . Will have the first all-new 


body since the then-radical Loewy ‘‘double- 
ender’? which revolutionized American styling. 
New design will have undercut concave lines 
(visualize the Ford Crestliner with the two- 
tone portion concave) suggesting considerable > 
European influence. The Champion will be 
only 55” high. Public Showing will be late 
in November. 


Pontiac . . . . Like the ads will probably say, 
“longer, lower, wider, and more glass’. There 
will still be a resemblance to the present de- 
sign. Square finned rear fenders will have a e 
“cameo of Tonto” at the upper rear corner. A 5 
new chassis will give better ride and less dis- 
tortion. To be shown November or December. 


Chevrolet . . . . Entirely new body with slab- 
sides and not much lower silhouette. Head- 
lights are frenched a la Ford and three unit 
tail-light includes stop and back-up lights. The bs 
Bel Air will be a model type rather than a f 
single car and will include both hard-top and 


sedan. New grille is single blade with chrome 
fins. Out in January. 

Oldsmobile . . . . Face-lift and minor trim 
changes only. Out in December. + 
Buick . . . . Oversquare, 188 hp ohv V-8 en- “3 
gine in Roadmaster series . . . . along with 


styling changes and 
display in January. 


Cadillac . . . . Minor face-lift only, horse- 
power boosted to 205. Will be shown in Dec. 


Kaiser . . . . Increased power, face-lift and 
trim changes Out in October. 


Henry J... . Slightly longer and new clutch. 
Mild face-lift. Big news is Henry J sports car _ 
+ . + + body by Glasspar, curb weight of 2000 
pounds, priced at $2,000, and produced in a 1000 
car experimental batch. To be announced in Dec. 
Ford . . . . Maybe the new ohv V-8, minor 
face-lift, trim changes. Out late in January. 
Grille is said to resemble single propellor blade. 3 

2 


improved Dynaflow. On 


Mercury . 4 Face-lift includes trio of 
chrome blips at rear hip-bone and chrome 
spears on the side . .. . fore and aft. In 
showrooms by January. 


Lincoln . . . . Engine boosted to 200 hp, gold ! 
V-8 gadget jewelry on rear fins and grille. 
Look for them in January. 


Nash .... Face lift only and out in January. 
The Rambler will receive the Farina treatment 
- . .. low hood, better lines. Out in March. 
All of the luxury type cars will have power 
steering, power brakes, and air conditionnig. 
These super-gadgets may extend well into the 
medium-priced field if competition gets hot. All 
of the automatic transmissions will feature im- 
provements. The ‘heavies’” with air condition- 
ing will probably have 12-volt systems to sup- 
port the load. The use of one-piece curved 
windshields will be almost across-the-board and 
K-type rear window styling will predominate. 
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* smooth side panels from front*to rear (like 
Ford) as opposed to the separate rear fender 
line (like 52 Chevy). ; 

** the juncture of side and rear window at 
the waist line as obtained by using a wrap- 
around window on a “hard-top” convertible. : 


ROAD and TRACK, December, 1952 
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Before you go around loosely calling your- 
self an enthusiast, move around to this side 
of the table. Let me tell you about a guy 
who nearly lost all his friends because of 
the way he felt about cars. 

Bob Harrison lives in San Francisco, owns 
his own home, goes back and forth every day 
to his office—just like a lot of the rest of us. 
He has a swell little wife called Evy, who 
thinks Bob is tops. 

Back in the early days of enthusiasm Bob 
had a certain feeling for the unusual, the 
characterful, the different in automobiles. 

When he saw photographs of the MG 
Midget, with its wire wheels and low busi- 
ness-like lines, he felt something inside him 
that he wanted everyone else to feel. In fact, 
he tried to tell his friends how he felt. He 
tried to explain to them how there was such 
a thing as a sports car. Not in this country 
maybe, but in England—in Europe. 

“Everybody thought I was out of my 
mind.” Bob can laugh about it today. But 
twenty years ago there was nobody he could 
talk to about cars. Not the way he wanted 
to talk anyway. 

Nowadays sports cars are getting quite 
swank. You've got to own one to keep up 
with the’ Joneses. But back then . . . well, 
Bob finally learned his lesson. He got’ so 
that about the only one he’d talk to about 
cars was Evy. 

Evy was sympathetic. Bob wept (fgura- 
tively) on her shoulder for several years— 
and Evy was philosophical. His enthusiasm 
was harmless. Didn’t hurt the family budget 
much—a couple of magazine subscriptions a 
month—Autocar, Motor. Or so she thought. 

One day Bob burst into the living room 
with big news. “Evy, honey! I just bought 
a car! A real beauty! Come on downstairs 

. wait ll you see it!” And Evy followed 
him into the street, thinking it was about 
time they had a new car. The 1934 Ford was 
getting just a little tired (it was now 1939). 
But when she stepped thru the front door 
after her husband she stopped, puzzled. There 
stood Bob grinning, proud as a ten-year-old 
with a new red wagon—only no wagon! 

But curiosity left her soon enough—only it 
was replaced by something so near to horror 
that it doesn’t make any difference. For her 
faithful spouse was drooling over and fondly 


carressing a big, grimy, scarred-up . . . what 
was it? Well, it was a car. Beyond that... 
Evy calmed herself while Bob backed the 
faithful family Ford out of the one-car ga- 
rage and left it in the street. The Chrysler 
(Bob had told her what it was by now) was 
barely squeezed into the narrow doorway. 


The way Bob tells it now, Evy kept calm 
for several years after that. She sort of got 
used to having the old hulk down in the 
“basement.” Bob would go downstairs nights 
after work and fool around with the long old 
phaeton. As soon as he got home from the 
office, he would put on his old slacks and 
head for the garage. Maybe he’d take a 
screwdriver with him and unfasten some of 
the windshield fittings. Then he’d put them 
in his pocket and carry them off to work the 
next morning. The fittings would be gone for 
a few weeks and then one night Bob would 
bring them home again—all shiny with new 
chrome. He’d put them away in the garage, 
to be used later. 

Evy was a wife to be proud of alright. 
She never complained much. Of course, she 
knew by this time (1939 had somehow turned 
into 1943) that Bob was restoring the old 
Le Baron to its original beauty. She knew 
about Le Baron by now, too. All about Le 
Baron. Bob was studying the subject nights. 
But some of the things Bob did appeared to 
her just a little . . . shall we say, thoro? 
Take the leather upholstery, for example. 
He found the name of the original leather 
company stamped on the back of one of the 
hides which covered the front seat and he 
sent to the company—Blanchard and Lane— 
who were still in business, and had them re- 
produce the big Chrysler’s seat coverings. 

Evy laughs over it now, and is prouder of 
the car than she would be of any other car 
in the world. But then? In 1943 . . ’44, ’45, 
46, most of 47? The thing that got Evy 
was that the old Chrysler was getting better 
and better, and the Ford, which they had 
to go places in, was getting worse and 
worse, But today, when she is proud to*ride 
in it, and thrilled every time the beautiful 
1933 Le Baron wins first overall in a Con- 
cours d’Elegance . . . she is glad she “had 
enough sense to encourage him.” 


Bob and Evy came South on their vacation 
(he says there are more cars to see in South- 
ern California) and he phoned Road and 
Track right away, offering to let Chese- 
brough photograph the Le Baron. I told him 


to come on over and give me a ride. But 
until I saw the car, I figured it would turn 
out to be a rather tired jalopy of some kind. 
But I want to tell you this: in spite of Chese- 
brough’s photographs (because he can make 
almost any car look good) Bob Harrison’s 
Chrysler is beautiful all the way thru. You 
ean see for yourself it’s elegant, but what 
you can’t see is the way it looks going down 
the road. It’s as lean and graceful and per- 
fectly proportioned as any car I ever saw— 
and it handles like a dream . . . effortless. 

It’s long—146 inch wheelbase—and heavy 
—5190 pounds—but there’s nothing clumsy 
or unfleet about it in any way. 

The engine isn’t too exciting. It’s the good 
old reliable Chrysler flat head 8—the CL 
Series. Bore and stroke 314 x 5 inches, with 
a 5.8:1 compression ratio. It develops 135 
hp at 3200 rpm. But when you mash on the 
throttle you’ve got plenty of life under your 
foot. And when you want to stop, the power 
brakes fill you with peace of mind. 

There’s a nine bearing crankshaft and most 
everything about the car is original—just as 
Le Baron made it. The paint is hand rubbed 
lacquer—black—and Bob had the car in the 
paint shop for thirty days, hanging over the 
painters day in and day out to see that it 
was done right. 

“If you know anyone restoring a car, tell 
them to do it all themselves,” Bob advises. 


“Tt’s the only way itll ever be done right.” 

The top of the hood isn’t painted—Bob 
just hand-rubbed the aluminum and let it 
go at that, and it makes a nice effect. 

The first day Bob and Evy spent in South- 
ern California they got the surprise of their 
lives. They were purring down the street 
when a Chevrolet sedan pulled up beside 
them, the driver honking his horn and wav- 
ing furiously. It turned out to be Ralph 
Roberts who was head of Le Baron in 1933 
when the car was built. Roberts (and his 
wife) were both amazed to the point of un- 
belief when they saw “their” car rolling 
down Pasadena’s streets. And it was more 
“their” car than you think. 

Out of the 145 cars built on this chassis 
Ralph Roberts says that Bob Harrison’s car 
was the last built; the only one of them all 
with its particularly graceful rear fender 
line; the only one of the 50 phaetons to have 
the elegant trunk and twin tires on the back. 
Roberts and his wife liked the car so well 
they kept it for their own personal use. We 
can believe Bob when he says that the Pasa- 
dena meeting of the old and new owners 
was frought with many unexpressed emotions. 

When you see Bob snagging the blue rib- 
bon at the next Concours, step up and say 
hello . . . he and Evy’ll be glad to tell you 
all about their beautiful 1933 Le Baron 


Chrysler. —DEARBORN 


Ferrari. “Landi, Villoces hide 
the field in heavy spray. 
Bish AO fs 5 


REIT 


by Louis Kiemantaski 


Bad weather made, not marred, the first 
big race on the new Boreham track (like 
Silverstone, a converted aerodrome with 
grandstands and pits). Best practice lap 
(103.45 mph, Villoresi, 4.5 Ferrari) makes it 
England’s fastest track. 

The Formula 2 entry (run concurrently 
with F-1) consisted of Cooper-Bristols, pri- 
vate Ferrari, Maserati, and Connaughts, 
and Moss’ G-type E.R.A. 

In heavy rain, Villoresi and Landi (Fer- 
rari) led thru the first corner, the rest of 
the field streaming indistinguishably by in 


a thick mist of spray. Gonzales (BRM), try- 
ing to take second place, spun off the road 
in Hanger Bend, damaging his car. 

In the Formula 2 group, Hawthorn led 
immediately (Gonzales’ mishap now brought 
Hawthorn into fourth overall). Quite at 
home on the wet track, he passed Villoresi 
and by halfway had a 45 second lead! Ex- 
perienced Villoresi, refusing to risk sliding 
off the road, banked on the rain’s clearing 
to allow a spurt at the end of the race. 

The Ferrari tactics were justified (the 
rain now abated) and Villoresi sped up, 
wearing down Hawthorn’s lead. At 34 dis- 
tance Mike had the heart-breaking experi- 
ence (second time that day) of losing the 
lead on a drying track. Just before the 
end of the race he was passed by Landi 
too, but won easily in Formula 2. Brown 
and Moss fought for 2nd. Brown eventually 
nosed ahead. Wharton’s B.R.M. (a handful 
in the wet) finally went out gearboxless. 

The 100 mile race for Le Mans type 
sports cars was run in two halves, the first 
(under 2-litres) was dominated by the Fra- 
zer-Nashes with Ken Wharton (new, lighter 
Mark II Le Mans) taking the lead imme- 
diately. Hawthorn (driving the white Mille 
Miglia model he had raced at Isle of Man) 
made a bad start but set about making up 
for it in a very determined manner. He 
went round the slightly wet. bends in a 
series of slides and finally passed Wharton 

. only to be repassed as his car retired 
with clutch trouble. An interesting duel 
(Frazer-Nashes) : Tony Crook and Roy Sal- 
vadori, the latter finally getting second place. 

In the 1500 cc class the usual Lester-MG 
vs. Cooper-MG battle developed, Davis’ 
Cooper finishing between the Lesters of 
Mayers and Griffith. The ever-young Balilla 
Fiat of Metcalfe won the 1100 cc class. 

The Formula 3 race (10 laps) ran on a 
dry road and was a tussel between Brown, 
Moss, Wicken, and Brandon on Coopers 
and Don Parker’s Kieft. Brown led for 
most of the way till Parker passed him, 
only to lose the lead to Brown again on 
the last lap. Moss and Brandon came next. 

Second half of the sports car race (over 
2-litres) included Moss’ works XK-120C, 
two private “C”’s of Duncan Hamilton and 
Ian Stewart, the two 2.7 Ferrari of American 
Tom Cole and Roy Salvadori. Under 3 litre: 
two Aston Martin DB III cars (Parnell and 
Abecassis) ; XK-120s, and Allards. Moss in 
the lead at the start, followed by Parnell, 
Cole, and Stewart. 

Cole and Parnell competed for second 
till it was taken from them by Hamilton, 
after which Parnell firmly established him- 
self in third. Moss and Parnell thus won 
their respective classes. 


Wharton (BRM) held goule wiper 
in mouth during worst of downpour. 


Villores!'s Ferarri is now fitted With 
Veber __cerbus OFS 


Silverstone 500cc Race 


by Guy Griffiths 

This year’s event started with a Junior 
race, L., Bueb (slightly modified IOTA) 
in the lead. In spite of, or due to, spirited 
cornering at Woodcote he maintained this 
narrow advantage to the end, chased by R. 
Tyrell’s Cooper and J. Firm’s J.B.S, 

The next race, the Senior, (about 16 
miles), had all the well known successful 
drivers. Parker ran into the lead with his 
Kieft pursued by S. Lewis Evans (Cooper), 
Parker’s light weight and fine preparation 
paid off. He won comfortably with Webb 
(Kieft) 3rd and J. Coombs (Cooper) 4th. 
George Wicken overturned his Cooper, luck- 
ily without serious injury. 

In the first heat (preparatory to the 100 
miler) Ken, Smith (Smith 500) went off 
like a rocket and finished about 15 secs. in 
front of Bob Gerard (Cooper). Richards 
(J.B.S.) was 3rd, and John Habin (Erskine 
Staride) 4th. This is a beautifully-made 
car designed by Dean Delamont of Kieft 
fame, and made by Mike Erskine. 

The final was a magnificent sight with 
30 of the best cars and drivers lined up 
in the sun. The usual “Brands” start was 
used. The cars formed on a dummy grid 
someway behind the main grid. When all 
were ready they started up, moved to the 
main grid, the flag dropped almost at once, 
and they were off to a pace that would 
have done credit to a 5 lap sprint! It was 


at once obvious that some of the faster 
drivers were going flat out and chancing 
on lasting. Others (noticeably Don Parker 
after spinning when in the lead, and Ger- 
ard) were holding back and waiting. 

By now the course was very slippery on 
the corners (particularly Beckets, which was 
really oily), and drivers had to go round 
with little or no throttle. It was here that 
Gerard excelled—being faster than any 
without apparent effort. Parker had consid- 
erable trouble keeping the front in front. 
Evans was now leading at 6 laps (out of 
63) with Webb 2nd, Coombs 3rd, and 
Parker rapidly coming up to the leaders 
again. On the 18th lap Parker was 2nd 
behind Lewis Evans with the others as be- 
fore, then things started happening quickly. 
On his 23rd lap Lewis Evans lost a rear 
wheel and his fine drive was over. A lap 
or so later Parker spun again and that 
made the order Webb, Coombs, Parker, 
Gerard. Now Gerard was being signalled 
by his pit so he noticeably put on speed, 
slightly hampered by a bad front brake. 

Then Parker lost a chain and he was out; 
Webb came in to re-fuel and set off to 
make up the lost ground—two laps later 
he blew up. Now Coombs led Gerard by 
about 10 secs. which Gerard reduced until 
the end when Coombs won by 2.2 secs. 
from Gerard, followed by Charlie Headland 
in an Arnott, and Truman (Cooper). 


Famous Beckett's Corner got well oiled! 


® Briggs Cunningham Jr's wire wheels. @ Eight cylinder Maserati was on hand. 
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DuPont (Cooper) 
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@ Bob Said, Claudia Hall, 1000 cc Effyh.  XK-120's around: the bend . . 


Front’’tow: 
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Road Racing 


by John Franklin Fellows 


The opening at Thompson, Connecticut, re- 
cently, of the first amateur road racing 
course of its type, may prove to be the sports 
car racing story of the year. 

It’s not that there were approximately 
25,000 ‘persons in attendance at this historic 
event—but that more than 20,000 of them 
paid admission (at $2 a head); that they 
sat in a grandstand, ate hot dogs, drank 
Pepsi-Cola and, after all expenses, permitted 
the enterprising sports car enthusiasts who 
built the course to net more than $5,000. 

Here’s the story behind the story: Ardent 
SCCA members Bill Procter, Bill Lloyd, 
George Weaver, Frank Zack, and John Hoe- 
nig wanted a place where they could race 
and/or practice any weekend and every 
weekend. Furthermore, because they are es- 
sentially democratic souls, they wished to 
make available a place to hold sports car 
racing events, not only for SCCA members, 
but for any amateur sports car club, Finally, 
they wanted to make available a course on 
which novices might practice without too 
seriously jeopardizing both their own lives 
and limbs, and those of others. 

This they have accomplished by building, 
in a strictly business arrangement with the 
Thompson half-mile oval Speedway, addi- 
tional roadway which wanders off into the 
surrounding hills to provide, with the 
straightaways and the north turn of the 
Speedway itself, a one-and-a-half mile course. 

This arrangement has at least six ad- 
vantages: (1) It makes use of three-quar- 
ters of the Speedway for racing, while the 
unused inside turn makes a wonderful spot 
to line up cars for subsequent races. (2) 
The inside of the oval makes a roomy pit 
for the contestants. (3) Spectators, comfort- 
able seated in a grandstand, can see the pit, 
nearly half of the course, which climbs a 
hill after it leaves the back-stretch, and an 
exciting turn where the roadway rejoins the 
Speedway. (4) There is adequate parking 
space for spectator’s cars. (5) There is a 
separate parking space for sports cars (of 
which there were more than 300 present) 
at this only moderately publicized first event. 
(6) While spectators paid, thus defraying 
costs of the event, there were available to 
them toilets, refreshments, a place to sit, 
and all the other facilities which make an 
observer’s life more pleasant. 

In round figures, the cost of building the 
additional roadway, according to Bills Proc- 
ter and Lloyd, was about $25,000. Income 
from the first event was $40,000. Expenses 
included adequate policing, fire and ambu- 
lance equipment, race track maintenance 
men, amortization of investment, etc, 

As Procter, Lloyd, and Zack, the principal 
investors, aren’t out to make money from 
their course, future plans include opening 
the track for events of numerous regional 
clubs centered around Boston, Hartford, and 
New York; restricting the course for practice 
on various weekends, charging drivers a nom- 
inal fee to take care of policing, emergency 
facilities, etc.; and replowing profits into 
improving and enlarging the course. 

While you West Coast lads may have the 
edge on us Easterners in fine courses, sports 
car modification facilities (and apparently 
unlimited funds for using them), you might 
take another look at yourselves in the light 
of the enterprise of us effete Easterners as 
demonstrated by the Messrs. Procter, Lloyd, 
Weaver, Zack, and Hoenig! 


Carrozzeria 


Known over most of America for the ex- 
cellent “Ghia Chrysler,’ and known over the 
rest of the automobiling world for cleanli- 
ness of design concepts, Carrozzeria Ghia 
presents here a roomy sedan on the ever pop- 
ular Fiat 1100 E chassis. ‘ 

Ghia is not one of Italy’s “radicals” in the 
design field, choosing rather to keep body 
lines free of clutter and fuss. 

Readers will notice that the spaciousness 
of the four-door design is allowed to speak 
for itself, without the addition of any chrome 
—save for the single strip along the deep 
sides, which retrieves what would otherwise 
amount to a pontoon fender line. 

The fenders themselves have been extend- 
ed somewhat, front and rear—a practice that 
is dangerous in the hands of less prudent 
designers. Ghia, however, has remained with- 
in bounds, extending the plan view only 
enough to hint at body length. 

Ghia’s grille is attractive and clean, de- 
parting completely from the Italian horizon- 
tal vogue of recent years and returning to 
the traditional vertical form. An_ overall 
summation of the Ghia Fiat would rate the 
car as functional, neat, and beautiful. 


Be le a 
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In creating a four-door sedan on the small but popular Fiat 1100-E chassis, Carrozzeria Ghia 
uses the pillarless form so familiar to Fiat for many years ... a practice which necessitates 
shrewd under-car bracing but pays dividends tc the owner in greater ease of egress and entry. 


aches | LAKE ROAD aces 


START ANDLFINISH LINE 
Be sure, fm) with Pure 
aes © SOF 


fit 


@ Cars rallied to Elkhart from nearly every state in the Union. By paar 


Bare 


@ Virginia Schleicher (#96), only lady driver, receives special trophy. 


* MG TD lifts rear wheel trying to outrun Spear's winning 1350 cc Osca. 


cu “7 
Ai RESORT ‘i 
rae PARK 


ELKHART LAKE ROAD RACES 


Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin, Sept. 7__The wind- 


ing, twisting Elkhart circuit is long (6.5 
miles) and rough, its blacktop surface con- 
siderably chewed up since last year when 
the race was first organized and run by the 
local Chamber of Commerce and the Sports 
Car Club of America, 

But from anybody’s point of view (drivers, 
organizers, spectators) it was as successful 
a race as has ever been run. 

Of the three main events, two were run 
on Sunday and one the Saturday previous 
—the Saturday run (15 laps, 97.5 miles) 
being won handily by Southern California's 
Phil Hill in one of the two new XK-120 C 
Jaguars imported: by Chuck Hornburg of 
Beverly Hills California. Running second 
and dueling Hill most of the way, Phil 
Walters proved himself one of the two or 
three best drivers in the country as he 
crossed swords with the Southern Califor- 
nia favorite time and time again at over 
140 mph on the 2%4 mile back stretch. 

Walters, mounted on a 2580 cc Ferrari 
(Road and Track Road Test, Nov. 1952), 
actually succeeded in overtaking Hill mid- 
way in the race, but Hill, after numerous 
attempts to repass, finally passed, by using 
a tricky expedient. Coming down the high- 
speed back stretch Hill’s Jaguar showed a 
slight edge in top speed over Walters’ Fer- 
ari, but not enough of an edge to let the 
British competition car by. Hill tried the 
time-tested “gimmick” of riding hard on 
Walters’ tail, letting the latter waste horse- 
power “bucking the wind” for both cars. 
Walters, aware of Hill’s strategy, edged his 
Italian car back and forth in an attempt to 
force Hill to “break his own trail”—and it 
worked. Finally Hill dropped back to what 
he calculated was the aftmost extremity of 
Walters’ slipstream at which point turbu- 
lence from the Ferrari would still pull the 
Jaguar along. Then Hili shifted down to 
third, mashed on the throttle, and got by 
Walters in plenty of time to shut off before 
the oncoming curve. After this, Hill appar- 
ently decided not to dawdle. He crossed 
the finish line 56 seconds ahead of the 2nd 
place Walters. A little over a minute later 
George Weaver took the checkered flag for 
third. Hill’s average for the race: 89.5 mph; 
his fastest lap (and course record) : 93.5 mph. 

For Sunday’s 1500 cc go, a horde of in- 
teresting small cars convened on the scenic 
Elkhart circuit. Aside from the usual over- 
whelming mass of MG’s, there were (from 
the West): Barlow’s Simca, McDougall’s 


1100 ce Osca (non-finisher: clutch trouble), 
von Neumann’s Le Mans Porsche, and (from 
the East and middle-East): Spear’s 1350 
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Osca and Brocken’s Porsche roadster, 

When the cars sorted themselves out after 
the starter’s flag had fallen, Spear’s potent 
Osca soon showed at the head of the pack 
with yon Neumann close behind. It ap- 
peared for the time being that yon Neumann 
and Spear would be the race’s main antag- 
onists, but before long von Neumann waved 
Karl Brocken thru into 2nd, when he saw 
that the Milwaukee driver’s roadster was 
the faster of the two Porsches. 

The yellow flag was down for 5 laps when 
an MG spun into the crowd in the down- 
town stretch, injuring several spectators. 
During this time, Spear, Brocken, von Neu- 
mann, and Barlow were running l, 2, 3, 4, 
in well ordered fashion—and the race fin- 
ished that way . . . with Brocken pushing 
Spear hard but not to the point of danger, 
and von Neumann maintaining a rather de- 
cisive lead over Barlow at the finish. 

The big race of the day (Elkhart Cup, 
201.5 miles, 31 laps) was dominated abso- 
lutely by the Chrysler-engined Cunningham 
CR-4’s; Fitch leading most of the way, with 
the exception of a few laps in which he 
trailed Walters. Walters captured his “sec- 
ond second” in the weekend’s racing and 
Briggs Cunningham himself came home 3rd. 

Fourth and fifth places were taken over 
by Hill and Weaver in the XK-120 C’s— 
Hill having proved himself a serious threat 
to the big Cunningham cars when he moved 
up among them early in the race. He had 
passed Cunningham and was chasing the 
2nd place car of Fitch when the Jaguar 
burned a hole in its muffler, letting exhaust 
gases into the cockpit. Hill was nearly 
overcome by the fumes before he realized 
what the trouble was. Thereafter he drove 
with his head hanging over the side—more 
or less cruising to the finish. 


RESULTS 


Sheldon Cup: (1) Phil Hill, XK-120C; (2) Phil 
Walters, 2.6 Ferrari; (3) George Weav- 
er, XK-120C. (4) Sherwood Johnson, 
XK-120; (5) Dr. John Urbas, XK-120; 
(6) Larry Kulok, Frazer-Nash. 

Kimberley Cup: (1) Wm. Spear, Osca 1350 cc; 
(2) Karl Brocker, Porsche; (8) John 
von Neumann, Porsche. 

Elkhart Lake Cup: (1) John Fitch, Cunning- 
ham, Phil Walters, Cunningham, Briggs 
Cunningham, Cunningham; (4) Phil 
Hill, XK-120C; (5) George Weaver, XK- 
120C; (6) John Gordon Bennet, Cad- 
Allard; (7) John Bentley, XK-120. 


Phil Walters, driving the Cunningham CR-4 
coupe, leads John Fitch in the roadster for a 
few laps during the middle of the race. Fitch 
later re-passed Walters to win. Walters 2nd, 
Briggs Cunningham in a Cunningham was 3rd. 
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ROAD and TRACK ROAD TEST No. F-9-52, 


Volkswagen Deluxe Sedan 


SPECIFICATIONS 


4, horiz. opposed 
Valves ohv, pushrod 
Horsepower....25 at 3300 rpm 
Bore and stroke 
(2.95 x 2.52 in.) 

1131 ce 


Cylinders 


Displacement 


Compression tatio 
Mph per 1000 rpm 
Pistcn speed at - 


Steering lock to lock..2% turns 

Tu ning circle....... 33feet 

Tire size 

Transmission..4 speed, non-syn- 
cromesh, 3rd and 4th silent 


TAPLEY READINGS 


Pulling power Gear mph 
412 lbs perton _—_—iIst 17 
304 Ibs per ton 2nd 25 
203 Ibs per ton 3rd EX) 
115 Ibs per ton 4th 42 


Deceleration rate (coasting) 
0 Ibs per ton 


20 Ibs per ton 
65 Ibs per ton 


ACCELERATION THRU 


9.7 secs. 
14.1 sees. 


..22.5 secs. 


Ist gear (overall) ......15.93 
2nd gear (overall) 16 
3rd gear (overall) 54 
4th gear (o’drive) (ov'l) 3.54:1 
Curb weight 1560 Ibs. 
Weight front 670 lbs. 
Weight rear 

Weight as tested 

Track front ....: 


Overall length 
Overall width 
Ground clearance 
Electrical system 
Seating cap. 

List price 


SPEEDOMETER 
CORRECTION 


Speedometer 
20 
30 
40 
50 
60 
70 


From 
Ist gear 


3rd gear 


SHIFTING POIN 


Actual 


18.7 
wy A) 
38.5 
50.0 
57.6 
64.8 


TS 
“At 
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How would you improve on a car which 
will cruise effortlessly all day long at top 
speed? What changes would you suggest 
in a vehicle which will seat a driver and 
three passengers in adequate comfort and 
which will handle “light as a feather’? 
Could you ask a 94 inch wheelbase auto- 
mobile to give any more than 30 to 35 miles 


Pics are questions for which Road and 


Track is hard pressed to find answers. It 
is difficult to attach negative criticism to the 
little German Volkswagen (supplied by John 
von Neumann of Competition Motors, North 
Hollywood, California). When you consider 
what it is supposed to do, and that it does 
just that admirably, you come away from a 


per gallon. . 


. on regular gasoli 


Volkswagen weekend well satisfied. 


EIGHT 5’ as 


PERFORMANCE 


Test Conditions: Sea level; hu- 
mid; 82° F.; non-premium fuel. 
Flying Y% mile av. 

Fastest one way 66.6 mph 
Standing % mile av.-.25.2 secs. 
Fastest one way 24.8 secs. 


32% grade 


CONSUMPTION 


City, light traffic 29.6 mpg 
Cross country, top 
speed driving 


The Volkswagen is what would be called 
a “‘light steerer’, with very little “road feel’. 
Road shock is not transmitted thru the steer- 
ing wheel to the driver. The steering was 
deliberately designed to have a certain 
amount of play to relieve driver tension. 

As can be seen in the test specification 
tables, the steering of the compact two-door 
gives it a superior degree of maneuverability, 
whether one is parking or threading his way 
thru traffic. And speaking of traffic, the 
driver is constantly surprised by the neat 
Volkswagen’s ability to hold its own getting 
away from stoplights. Considering its 25 
horsepower, one would naturally assume that 
the big, powerful American sedans would 
run ay and leave the Deutschlander when 
the lights turn -green—but such is not the 
case. A quick wind-up in first. gear, a 
double-clutch into second (allowing the 
speedometer needle to nearly approach the 
35 mph redline). and the driver finds him- 
self dropping into third with ample space 
between himself and following traffic. Of 
course, this is in normal traffic, because any 
of the Olds-Cadillac-Chrysler ilk may, if 
they try, show their heels to the VW. 

When the test crew drove away from 
Competition Motors in the Volkswagen, von 
Neumann’s recommendation about cruising 
speed was ringing in our ears... “cruise 
it flat-out if you want to, it won’t hurt the 
car any’. And von Neumann assured us 
that he had driven the same vehicle (which 
had already toured Europe) to Stockton 
California, in barely over six hours, which 
is fairly reasonable time for a 340 mile trip. 

The route to Road and Track’s test strip 
lies first thru 35 miles of fairly heavy city 
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trafic, and then follows open four-lane 
highways to the desert. The car was pound- 
ed unmercifully thru traffic and absolutely 
floorboarded on the open road. At no time 
was there any sign of distress. It is inter- 
esting that on a flat road, the Volkswagen 
only reached a top speed of a little over 
66 mph; but in rolling country, where it 
had a chance at an occasional downhill 
slope, it exceeded that speed by at least 
10 mph. On long upgrades, speed tended 
to drop but it was only on these uphill 
stretches where the driver was aware of a 
low horsepower rating, In open country a 60 
mph average was possible to maintain. 
Side-winds, too, had a slowing effect on 
the VW (as they do on any car). Had the 
air been dead still, instead of moving slight- 
ly across the strip, it is probable that the 
Volkswagen would have traveled 2 or 3 mph 
faster. There was no chance to test the effect 
of really severe winds on the controllability 
of the VW, but mild breezes were not no- 


ticeable at speeds of 60/65 mph . . a fact 
which speaks well for the design. 

Like the Porsche (Road-and Track, Nov. 
1952) the Volkswagen carries an air-cooled 
engine at the rear, which offers a long 
list of advantages. In the extreme heat of 
the desert, the driver and passenger were 
not exposed to engine heat as they would 
have been in a conventional foreward-en- 
gined car. The floorboard of the Volks- 
wagen remained comparatively cool. Fresh 
air is introduced thru side ventilators which 
are mounted just in front of the doors. 

You might question the efficiency of an 
ohy engine of 1131 cc which develops only 
25 hp. Other imports with little over 100 
cc more are developing 40 to 65 hp. As the 
tester put miles on the Volkswagen, the 
reason for the low hp rating became obvi- 
ous. The car is tuned for economy rather 
than performance as may be verified by test 
results. If dual carburetion were adopted, 
the Volkswagen could easily become a much 
higher performance car—with a possible 
sacrifice in economy... 

The riding qualities of the Volkswagen 
are good. The car is stiffly sprung, via 
laterally positioned, laminated torsion bars 
in front and solid torsion bars in rear— 
and there is a speed (about 25 miles an 
hour) at which the occupants are well 
aware of road roughness. However, this 
same solidity and stiffness of springing pays 
off as the speed increases. Over corduroy 
road surfaces, the four wheel independent 
suspension did its duty well. At anything 
over 35 mph, the ride was quite comfortable 
_.. and the stiffness of the integral body/ 
chassis unit kept the test car rattle-free even 
tho it had over 6000 miles on the odometer. 
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WINDSHIELD HOLO-DOWN CLIPS 
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@ First production VW was wartime "jeep." 


Rear compartment opens to reveal horizon- 
tal-opposed air-cooled 4-cylinder engine. 


> 


si 


@ Rear of Volkswagen instruments are acces- 
sible from the forward luggage compartment. 


The staff found that the Volkswagen 
could be overcontrolled on first acquaint- 
ance. The geometry of the worm and sector 
steering gives a nice amount of understeer 
in straight line running, and up to a point 
in turning. However, in the act of fast cor- 
nering, the driver is able to feel a definite 
weight shift at the rear of the car, r sulting 
in noticeable oversteer. At first, ths is un- 
nerving, as the car attempts to der ease its 
turning circle drastically. When, .aowever, 
the driver shakes off his preconc ived no- 
tions of cornering and settles down co a very 
light and delicate touch on the wheel, the 
Volkswagen may be “drifted” around a bend 
as easily as any comparable sedan. 

Aside from this uniqueness in cornering 
characteristics, the Volkswagen has another 
quality which needs getting accustomed to— 
the gearbox. Anyone, such as this tester, 
who cut his back teeth on crash boxes, will 
feel nostalgically at home with the Volks- 
wagen shift lever. Smooth shifts can be 
easily made from 4th down to 3rd by simply 
revving the engine and double clutching, 
while the technique for the jump from 3rd 
to 2nd will soon be acquired. However, 
those “spoilt” by syncro-mesh may need to 
start slowly in adapting themselves to the 
non-syncro-mesh, The gearbox is not “crash” 
type in the usual sense. The upper two 
ratios are constant-mesh so that in a normal 
run thru the gears, no clashing will be en- 
countered as long as the operator pauses 
slightly in neutral before proceeding to the 
next ratio. 


(Continued on page 48) 


I sometimes’ wonder how- many people 
appreciate the year 1934 as being an impor- 
tant milestone in American automotive de- 
velopment. In case you’ve forgotten, that was 
the year when most makes went over to in- 
dependent. front suspension. Some people 
think it is smart to throw stones... . but 
to really appreciate the modern car, try 
driving a solid front axle car for a few 
days. I am the first to admit that modern 
cars are too softly sprung, but even so, a 
long drive in a pre-1934 car may bring some 
surprises. About all that can be said in 
favor of the old suspension is that it doesn’t 
roll in the corners. It is a shame that known 
ways and means of reducing roll are not be- 
ing incorporated in modern cars. The follow- 
ing tabulation shows most of the possibilities 
in this’ direction: 


J. Lower the center of gravity of the 
sprung- mass, 

2. Raise front roll center since tire 

.4 scrub is now generally conceded to 
be? relatively unimportant. 

3. Use slightly stiffer springing. 

4. Use variable» rate springs to retain 
the salesman’s demand for a “boule- 
vard ride.” 

5. Use some form of anti-roll bar. 

6. Use longitudinal leaf springs which 
are 50% stiffer in roll. 

7. Make the rear axle an anti-roll bar 
by moving the wheel centerline for- 
ward on the semi-elliptic springs. 

8. Use a hydraulic pendulum device to 
force the shock absorbers to act as 
anti-roll members. 


Of these items, the first three are definite- 
ly needed on American cars. Item 4 is wide- 
ly employed and can be identified by the 
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MISC. RAMBLINGS 


by the Tech. Ed. 


rear loop type bracket of the “tension 
shackle”. This gives a rate increase of about 
50%, from normal to full bump position. 
Item 5 is, of course, almost universal in 
front, but has limitations due to loss of in- 
dependency. 

Items 6 and 7 explain the continued popu- 
larity of the conventional rear suspension. 
Item 8 was tried by a bus manufacturer and 
found desirable but too expensive. 


It is theoretically possible .to design a 
car that would actually bank into the turns, 
provided the axis formed by the front and 
rear roll centers is above the longitudinal 
axis of the center of gravity of the sprung 
mass. However, the practical difficulties’ of 
such an arrangement are many, and the ad- 
vantages of “banking” are few—aside from 
those*which are purely psychological. 


Fiberglass bodies are much in the news 
these days, and we have received several 
excellent ‘articles from contributors on the 
subject, The trouble has been, so far, that 
about the time we find space, the article is 
out of date. New developments in fiberglass 
technique and materials are announced al- 
most daily. We will have an article on the 
subject soon, but don’t overlook the fact 
that the finished product is no better than 
the original plaster mock-up. A good plaster 
form cannot be made up freehand—you 


must do the “lofting” first, and it is in this: 


falls flat on his face. Sake ae 


Twelve volt electrical systems are again 
predicted for several 1953 American cars... 
the need is very great and long overdue. @' 


specialized. department ‘where’ the’ amateur 


ARNOLT 
CAR 


Announced at Elkhart Lake, New 
Arnolt features Italian Body on 
MG TD Chassis 


4 The sleek Arnolt Saloon Coupe combines 
Italian beauty and British dependability. 


4 Arnolt Convertible offers greatly increased 
comforts with no decrease in. performance. 


If you have ever dreamed of an MG with 
graceful Italian styling, with accommodations 
for four persons, and with the weather pro- 
tection of a sedan . .. your fantasy has 
become a reality—right here in the U.S.A. 


S. H. Arnolt of Warsaw Indiana, well- 
known industrialist, sportsman, and import- 
er of foreign cars, presented at the Elk- 
hart Lake Road Races a new combination 
sports and family car called the ‘Arnolt’, 

Two models were shown—a Saloon Coupe 
and a Convertible. Each can accommodate 
four people. Both use the MG TD chassis 
and the bodies are built by the world-fa- 
mous Italian designer, Bertone. The latest en- 
gineering developments in aerodynamics are 
incorporated in Bertone body designs. 

One feature of the Arnolt Convertible 
which attracted a great deal of attention 
at the Arnolt exhibit was the ease with 
which the top could be raised and low- 
ered. With one hand the owner can easily 
lower the top or raise it. The door win- 
dows can be raised to fit snugly against the 
top, assuring a tight, weather-proof, water- 
proof seal. The model shown was beauti- 
fully finished in yellow with upholstery in 
buff-colored leather. 

The Arnolt Saloon Coupe has a combina- 
tion steel and aluminum body. The model 
on display was finished in Marine Blue, 
with beige leather upholstery. For both 
models a choice of color combinations is 
available. 

The weight of the new Arnolt Saloon 
Coupe is only 40 pounds more than that 
of the stock TD Roadster. The Convertible 
is. only 20 pounds heavier than the TD. 
This, of course, means that the Arnolt will 
have substantially the same performance as 
the regular MG. The international avail- 
ability of parts and service for the MG 
chassis is one of the outstanding features 
of the new car. 

Sports car owners and dealers who crowd- 
ed into the Arnolt exhibit at the Elkhart 
Lake Road: Races were enthusiastic in their 
praise of the smart styling, modern stream- 
lining, and fine appointments of both the 
Arnolt::Convertible and the Saloon Coupe. 
Many orders were placed. The price of each 
model is $3,585 f.o.b. New York City. De- 
liveries are scheduled to start early in Jan- 
uary of 1953. 

The Arnolt car is distributed by S. H. 
Arnolt, 415 East Erie Street, Chicago 11, 
Illinois. This firm also distributes the MG, 
Morris Minor, Rolls-Royce, Bentley, Daim- 
ler, Aston Martin, and other well-known 
foreign cars. , e 
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MG ASSIST GRIPS 


These gleaming 
chrome-plated grab 
handles for the TC or 
TD MG fascia com- 
bine beauty with prac- 
tical utility. 


VALVE COVER 
This highly polished 
cast aluminum valve 
cover for MG cars ef- 
fectively dampens 
engine sounds and 
“dresses up’ the motor. 


ARNO-LITE DRIVING LAMPS 


For safer night driving give this hand- 
some chrome-finished Arno-lite driving 
lamp. May be used as a flood or spot- 
light and mounted in a low position on 
the central badge bar. (See below.) 
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IMPORTED MIRRORS 


Exterior styles for top-up 
driving include the grace- 
ful model shown above. 
Also rear view mirrors for 
suction mounting on 
windshield. 


WINDWING-WINDSCREEN 


Another famous Arnolt 
original—custom-tailored 
for sports cars. Fully ad- 
justable and non-rattling. 
Folds flat against wind- 
shield when top is up. 


IMPORTED ASHTRAYS 


These new smart-looking 
ashtrays will be especially 
appreciated in winter 
when driving with top up. 
Your choice of 3 lustrous 
chrome-plated models. 


RADIATOR FILLER CAP 


A real racing type for MG. 
Cam and lever action... 
no threads! Opens in one 
motion, closes and locks 
in one motion. Finished 
in lustrous chrome. 


Distinctive Gif... 


every sports 


x, Arnolt 


car owner will prize 


Autocessories 


TROUBLE LAMP 


Ideal for safe night road 
repairs. Plugs in any cig- 
arette lighter. Inter- 
changeable clear and red 
lenses for both sides of 
lamp. 


SPORTS CAR HEATER 


12-volt heater, designed 
and built by Arnolt spe- 
cifically for sports cars. 
Tailored kit for installa- 
tion in the MG. Adapt- 
able to other sports cars. 


Here are only a few of the distinctive gift suggestions that you 
will find in the new 1952 complete line catalog of Arnolt Auto- 


cessories. Send for your copy now and the name of the nearest 


Autocessories dealer! (Please enclose 25c to cover cost of 


mailing.) Address Dept. 12RT. 
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TRANSMISSION 


\\ =. 


The two handsome Mile-O-Meter Trophies » 


... one for the first place winner on each 


side of the conventional vs. automatic debate. 


ERT, 


pede 


flu 
Z 


e Uteracarscsvessay 


¥ 
Z 


G 
G 
= az 
Sena 


N 
s\ 
SRS a 


we rel TILED EL 


—_ 
a 


@ Cross-section drawing of 
MG TD 4-speed transmission. 


CONVENTIONAL VI 


- Which do you prefer . . . automatic or 
conventional transmission? Beautiful and 
valuable prizes await your answer! 


Gale Hall Engineering and Road and 
Track Magazine are co-sponsoring this con- 
test’ in order to get your views on this high- 
ly controversial subject. 


Put two motorists in the same room, in- 
troduce the subject of transmissions, and 
before you can duck they will be arguing 
the relative merits of automatic and conven- 
tional. Very few subjects get more of a 
kicking around than this one. You may 
find a Buick owner swearing by his Dyna- 
flow, while many a sports car enthusiast will 
refuse to use anything but a conventional 
manually-shifted transmission. Well, what’s 
your opinion? 

Together with Gale Hall Engineering, 
manufacturers of Mile-O-Meter, we have de- 
cided to put the question directly to you 
.... and judge your answers in the form 
of a contest. To make it well worth your 
while to sharpen up your pencil, Mile-O- 
Meter has made available two beautiful 
trophies, each worth $100, which will be 
awarded to the writer of the best letter on 
each side of the question; i.e., one for the 
automatic addicts, the other for regular 
transmission enthusiasts. Other valuable 
prizes* await the “runnet-ups”. 

Judging the contest will be John C. 
Thompson, General Manager of the Paxton 
Engineering Company, division .of McCul- 
loch Motors; Jack McAfee, popular sports 
car driver (page 22, November Road and 
Track); and John Bond, Technical Editor 
of Road and Track. 

Here is all you have to do to get started: 
On a 2c postcard, write to us (Road and 
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Track) now for your Official Entry Blank 
which will contain all the rules. Then, 
when you have carefully read the rules as 
set forth in the Official Entry Blank, all 
you have to do is write us a letter (not to 
exceed 500 words) setting forth your prefer- 
ences. Positively no entries will be accepted 
unless they are enclosed with the Official 
Entry Blank. Here, in brief, is the outline 
of our contest: 


Purpose—The purpose of this contest is 
to survey the thinking of Road and Track 
readers . . . to get their opinions on the 
respective advantages and disadvantages of 
automatic and conventional transmissions. 


Prizes—First Prize for the best answer in 
each category as selected by the judges, 
will be an impressive Mile-O-Meter Trophy, 
to be awarded to the writer of the best let- 
ter in each category; i.e., one trophy for 
best defense of the use of automatic, and 
one for the best stand in favor of the con- 
ventional transmission. Second prize in each 
category will be a $50 U.S. Savings Bond. 
Third prize in each category will be a $25 
U.S, Savings Bond. Fourth thru sixth prizes 
in each category will be a deluxe Mile-O- 
Meter. Seventh thru tenth prizes in each 
category will be standard Mile-O-Meters. 
In addition, all winners will receive a year’s 
subscription to Road and Track magazine. 
The twenty winners will each receive two 
prizes . . . a total of forty prizes in all! 


Eligibility—This contest is open to all 
persons in the Continental United States (in- 
cluding Hawaii and Alaska), members of 
the Armed Forces, and Federal employees 
serving overseas, with the exception of all 


employees (and their families) of Road 
and Track Magazine, Gale Hall Engineer- 
ing, Mile-O-Meter, and their agencies. No 
entry fee, registration fee, purchase of Mile- 
O-Meter, or subscription to Road and Track 
Magazine .is required. This contest is sub- 
ject to all local, State, and Federal regula- 
tions. 


What To Write—After reading the ac- 
companying article, Conventional vs. Auto- 
matic Transmissions, written by John Bond, 
send immediately for your Official Entry 
Blank to “Contest”, Road and Track Maga- 
zine, Box 110, Glendale, California. 


Deadline—This contest closes midnight 
February 28, 1953. To be eligible your entry 
must bear a postmark dated on or before 
February 28, 1953. 


Official Announcement—Inquiries as to 
the status of a particular letter will not be 
acknowledged. Information concerning the 
winning letter will not be published before 
the official announcement in Road and Track 
Magazine. ; 


We are not going to tell you what to 
write, but will say that letters will be judged 
on originality, clarity, and completeness of 
presentation. 


Along with getting interesting reasons for 
your preference, we will also have a chance 
to tabulate the results in terms of preference 
for one type of transmission over another. 
The two winning letters will appear in Road 
and Track . . . side-by-side for comparison. 
Will one of them be yours? 


Send For Your Official Entry Blank Now 
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The auto makers have been telling us 
that motorists are demanding automatic 
transmissions. They point to the fact that 
the automatics eliminate the 13 movements 
required when going “thru gears” on a con- 
ventional transmission. Some cars are avail- 
able only with automatic transmissions—at 
extra cost, of course. There is talk that the 
published figures on the sale of automatic 
transmissions is not indicative of true de- 
mand since we hayen’t had a 100% buyer’s 
market since 1941. One independent survey, 
made about four years ago, showed that only 
20% of new car prospects were willing to 
pay a premium for clutchless driving. Which- 
ever side you take, the judges will give your 
entry careful and equal consideration. 

If you choose to champion the manual 
transmission, remember that any unit which 
permits selection of gear ratio by the driver 
is in this category. Thus, we would include 
normal 3 and 4-speed transmissions, plus 
such types as the Wilson, Cotal, Chrysler 
M-6, and the Bendix “electric hand.” 

However, if you choose the automatic 
type of transmission, the Chrysler M-6 unit 
must be considered as only a semi-automatic 
type. There are five types of fully auto- 
matic transmissions being mass-produced... 
they are: General Motors’ Hydra-Matic, 
Dynaflow, and Powerglide; Borg-Warner’s 
Studebaker and Fordomatic units; and Pack- 
ard’s Ultramatic. 

Perhaps a review of the reasons why a 
car must have a transmission is not amiss. 
Briefly, a transmission is not a “power im- 
prover” but is a torque multiplying device. 
There are two principal reasons why we 
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@ A cutaway view of Chevrolet's 
Powerglide automatic transmission. 


AUTOMAT 


A Few Notes by John Bond 


need torque multiplication. The first is the 
basic weakness of the internal combustion 
engine — its lack of flexibility, or limited 
speed range. Its lowest idling speed is 
around 400 rpm the torque at this 
speed may be within 80% of the maximum 
torque. Thus, an automobile could be oper- 
ated without a transmission except for the 
fact that the engine will not run any slower 
than 400 rpm and the vehicle must be started 
from rest. It is quite feasible to start a car 
with only the torque multiplication of the 
rear axle gears . . . by slipping the clutch 
until idle speed is reached. In fact, that is 
just what women do when making their 
famous “high-gear starts’. Clutches are 
available which would perform satisfactorily 
under this duty, or a fluid flywheel could be 
used. This brings us to the second reason 
why we need torque multiplication (above 
and beyond the rear axle gears). 


Modern traffic conditions have brought 
about the demand for fast acceleration, and 
only a torque multiplying transmission will 
accelerate the considerable mass of a mod- 
ern automobile fast enough to satisfy the 
customer. You could alter the rear axle ratio 
so as to get the torque required for good 
acceleration, but the engine would be forced 
to’ turn at an unreasonable rate of speed 
when cruising on the open highway. Both 
economy and durability would suffer since 
it would be like driving continuously in 
second gear. 

For forty years automotive designers have 
been trying to develop a simple, reliable, 
and efficient method of overcoming the de- 
ficiencies of their power plant. No one has 
ever adequately explained why steam power 
(which gives high torque at zero speed) was 


dropped in favor of concentrating on auto- 
matic transmissions. Be that as it may, the 
fact remains that today we have a variety 
of these controversial automatic units in 
quantity production, They are reliable and 
efficient enough to be considered “commer- 
cially practical”, but can hardly be termed 
simple or cheap. Nevertheless, nearly 50% 
of all cars sold today in the U.S.A. are 
equipped with an automatic transmission. 
There must be some good reasons for this 
state of affairs—let’s hear them! 

Sources of Data—There are four principal 
methods by which you may supplement your 
knowledge. They are: personal experience, 
expert opinions, sales literature, and books. 

Your personal experiences may be broad- 
ened by demonstration rides in cars equipped 
with the various types of transmission . . . 
try a late model sports car and the auto- 
matic sedan. Ask your friends about their 
shifting or shiftless preferences. 

Expert opinion may be obtained from ex- 
perienced mechanics, engineers, truck driy- 
ers, and race drivers. Just visit an MG or 
Jaguar salesroom if you want to start a warm 
and informative discussion on the subject! 

All General Motors, Ford, Mercury, Stude- 
baker, and Packard sales organizations have 
available excellent sales literature on their 
particular type of automatic transmission. 

Many books have been published on trans- 
. . here are a few of the latest: 


missions . 

“Modern Automatic Transmissions,’’ published 
by Floyd Clymer, $2. 

“Automatic Transmissions,’ by  Toboldt, 


Strouse, and Williams; Laurel Publishers, $4. 
“Automatic Transmissions Simplified,” by Jud 

Purvis; Goodheart-Wilcox, Publishers, $4. 
“Torque Converters,’’ by Heldt, Nyack, N.Y. 


Send For Your Official Entry Blank Now 
23 


MORRIS 


MINOR 
—the small car with big 


car comfort—gives every 
family a royal ride. Four 
cylinder side valve 918 
e.cx.engine 27.5 -b-h.p: 
S. U. carburetor. Speed. 
over 55 mph. Over 40 
miles per gallon of gas. 


Lor the BEST VALUES 
in FOREIGN CARS See 


MORRIS 


ASTON-MARTIN 
DAIMLER 


BENTLEY 
ROLLS-ROYCE 
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ILLINOIS 


ARLINGTON HEIGHTS 
Anderson Motors, Inc. 
1410 E. Northwest Highway 


DECATUR 
Kilborn's 
235 W. Wood 


GLEN ELLYN 
Bill's Car-Ral 
344 Pennsylvania Street 


HOOPESTON 
Imported Motor Car Co. 
214 E. Penn Street 


JOLIET 
Antonio Auto Sales 
56 E. Clinton Street 


MACOMB 
Foster Auto Sales 
1140 E. Jackson Street 


McHENRY 
Foreign Car Sales 
Divn. of Switzer-Craft, Inc 
203 South Green Street 
MOLINE 
German Motors 
412 14th Street 


MOUNT CARMEL 
Wabash Sales & Service Co 
123 W. Fourth Street 


OAK PARK 
Lilly Truck Service, Inc. 
6249 W North Avenue 


ROCKFORD 
Auto Imports 
415 Chestnut Street 


SPRINGFIELD 
Capitol Cycle Sales & Service 
312 No. Fifth Street 


INDIANA 


ELKHART 
Zillmer Motor Cars, Inc. 
Hwy. 33 West (Rt. 3) 


FLORA 
Cripe Motors, Inc. 


GOSHEN 
Bauman’'s Auto Service 
1500 E. Lincoln Avenue 


HUNTINGTON 
Poehler-Von Holten 
U.S. 24, East 


INDIANAPOLIS 
American & Foreign 
Motor Car Service 
2215 College Avenue 


Auto Imports, Ltd. 
4555 S. Meridian Street 


PETERSBURG 
Jake Wellman 
Route 4 


RICHMOND 
Gennett & Sons, Inc. 
1 Main Street 


ROLLS-ROYCE 


—the ultimate in fine car 
luxury. The ‘Silver Dawn”’ 
model is designed for those 
who require all that’ the 
Rolls-Royce traditionally 
bestows but prefer to drive 
themselves, 
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MG 


—the international favorite of sports car drivers. 


Overhead valve 1,250 c.c. engine developing 
54 b.h.p. Twin S. U. semi-downdraft carburetors. 


Speed: over 80 mph. Over 30 miles per gallon 


of gas. 


These Reliable Midwestern Dealers! 


SOUTH BEND 

Newman & Altman, Inc. 

613 S. Michigan Avenue 
WARSAW 

Menzie Motor Sales 

210 East Main Street 
WEST LAFAYETTE 

Levee Motor Sales 

210 Brown Street 


IOWA 
CEDAR RAPIDS 
Empire Motors 
1225 \st Avenue 
SIOUX CITY 
C. J. Murray & Company 
100 W. Seventh Street 


MICHIGAN 


BATTLE CREEK 
John H. Bailey Company 
373 W. Michigan Avenue 
DETROIT 
Falvey Sales & Service 
22524 Woodward Avenue 
Sports Cars Detroit 
15201 Kercheval Street 
(Grosse Point) 
Wood Motors 
19770 Mack Avenue 
(Grosse Point Woods, 30) 
GRAND RAPIDS 
Import Motors, Ltd. 
644 Lovett Street, S. E. 


HOLLAND 
Jerry Cook, Inc. 
25 W. 7th Street 
LANSING 
Brooks Engineering 
5026 No. Grand River 


PONTIAC 

Falvey Sales & Service 

85 W. Lawrence Street 
SPRING LAKE 

Carpenter Automobile Imports 

807 W. Sapidge Street 
YPSILANTI 

Davis Motor Sales 

24 E. Michigan Avenue 


NEBRASKA 
LINCOLN 
Simpson Motors Imports 
2242 Van Dorn Street 
OMAHA 
Loyal's Auto Exchange, Inc. 
2204 Farnam Street 


OHIO 


BARBETON 

Jordon & Sons Auto Imports 

108 Third Street, N. W. 
BROOKFIELD 

Davis Sales & Service 

Box 3, Route No. 1 
CINCINNATI 

Raymond Motors, Ltd. 

Shawnee Run Road & Miami St. 


DISTRIBUTED BY 


S.H. ARNOLT 


CLEVELAND 
Jaguar-Cleveland Motors, Inc. 
20124 Kinsman Rd. 

(Shaker Heights) 
M. G. Auto Scles 
13124 Lorain Avenue 


Sports Cars Ltd. 

4501 Euclid Avenue 
COLUMBUS 

British Motor Mart 

2451 N. Star Road at Lane 

Columbus Sports Car Co. 

1855 Northwest Blvd. 
EAST LIVERPOOL 

Chuck Kennedy's 

610 Walnut Street 
LIMA 

Lima-Hudson Company 

600 N. Main Street 
MANSFIELD 

Bookwalter Motor Sales 

330 Ashland Avenue 
MARION 

Glenn Walraven Motors 
MASSILON 

Stark Sports Cars, Inc. 

1930 Lincoln Way, East 
NEWARK 

Gibbs Motor Co. 

20 South Ist Street 
TIFFIN 

Coppus Motor Sales 

145 Madison Street 


DIVISION OF CLIMAX MACHINERY COMPANY 


415 EAST ERIE STREET @ 


CHICAGO 11, ILLINOIS 


Telephone: Michigan 2-5436 
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L— HENS 


TOLEDO 

Kalmbach Motor Sales 

1514 West Bancroft Street 
URBANA 

Dorsey Motor Sales, Inc. 

219 Miami Street 
YOUNGSTOWN 

Davis Imported Motors 

1605.Belmont Avenue 
ZANESVILLE 

Zane Sport Sales 

615 Adair Avenue 


WISCONSIN 

APPLETON 

Appleton Renault Sales Co. 

1850 W. Wisconsin Avenue 
FOND DU LAC 

ABC Motors, Inc. 

180 N. Main Street 
JANESVILLE 

Harder Cycle Sales 

102 W. Eastern Avenue 
LA CROSSE 

Auto Imports Company 

330 State Street 
MADISON 

Bruns Sherman Ave. Garage 

2501 Sherman Ave. 
MILWAUKEE 

Wisconsin Auto Sales Co. 

642 No. Seventh Street 
SHEBOYGAN 

Roewardt-Thomson, Inc. 

8th and Clara Streets 
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REMANUFACTURED SHORT BLOCKS 
Fiat and Simca (Any Year) 
Only $128.50 exch. 

FIAT 500A and SIMCA 5 (“L” Head) 


Fiat 50OO B&C $118.50 exch. 
Fiat 1100 ..-$139.50 exch. 
...$139.50 exch. 

$164.50 exch. 

Renault (Rear Engine) ..$128.50 exch. 
Anglia & Prefect $139.50 exch. 
Austin A-40 $128.50 exch. 
Also Short Blocks for OTHER Models 


NOTE 
The best way to subscribe is to ob- 
tain, from your Post Qffice, an In- 
ternational Money Order for $1.70, 
payable to The Nuffield Press Ltd., 
Cowley, Oxford, England. 


REBUILDING KIT 
(For Renault—Any Year) 
(Rear Engine Only) 
KIT CONSISTS OF: 
Reground sleeves with “Borgo” pins, 
rings, and 5-Ring pistons. 
$37.50 exch. 


REBUILDING KIT FOR 

Fiat 500 and Simea 5 
(All Series, Any Model, Any Year) 
KIT CONSISTS OF: 
Reground crankshaft; front and rear 
main bearings; four reconditioned 
connecting rods to fit crankshaft; 
new pistons, pins, and rings (pins 
fitted, rods aligned). 

$69.50 exch. 

(Complete engine gasket set $5.60) 


To MOTORING 
COWLEY, OXFORD 
ENGLAND 


{- 
50 


or 
ce (exchange? 


SUBSCRIPTION FORM 


Please supply me with MOTORING regularly for twelve months, 
issue. I enclose herewith 


remittance in the amount of $1.70 to cover subscription and postage. 


commencing with the 


This form should be returned to M OTORING, Cowley, Oxford, England. 
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WATKINS 
GLEN 


by Joseph J. Lane, Jr. 


Before almost a quarter of a million peo- 
ple John Fitch easily outdistanced the en- 
tire field in the 53-mile Seneca Cup race at 
a record breaking average of 76:6 miles per 
hour. Bill Spear made it three in a row for 
the Maserati brothers’ 1300 cc Osca by win- 
ning his race at the phenomenal average of 
72.3 mph ... faster than Goldschmidt’s Cad- 
Allard in 1950! Disaster struck the third 
and last race when after two laps one of the 
larger cars struck some spectators sitting in 
front of the barrier, fatally injuring three. 


-PRE-RACE ACTIVITY: 


Spectators had been pouring into Watkins 
Glen all week long . . . on Friday night the 
whole course was lined by campfires as the 
more rugged braved the cool air . . . the 
hotels as far away as one hundred miles 
were crammed with people, there being 
more MGs around the countryside than 
Fords. At 3 a.m. Saturday morning the 
course was one six-mile traffic jam as people 
tried to find places to park and catch a few 
hour’s sleep. All night long the main street 
of town was alive, with the refreshment 
stands going full tilt. Cars from every state 
in the Union and Canada could be seen lin- 
ing the streets and side roads. As the sky 
dawned clear and blue, campfires glowed up 
again, eggs and bacon filled the air . . . 
truly’. . . this can’t be topped in Europe. 


The cars entered promised a wonderful 
day of racing ... Phil Hill was driving one 
of Hornburg’s type C Jaguars ._ . Barlow 
and his Simca Special in to try his hand 
in Eastern competition . . . Gillespie’s much 
modified MG added to the spice. The 500 
cc boys always seemed to be pulling some- 

_thing apart ... the Cunningham team had 
the quiet confidence born of much experi- 
ence .._ the Oscas appeared very potent 
. . . and there seemed to be more Allards 


entered than MGs! 


Practice didn’t exist! The roads around 
town couldn’t be closed so that three laps 
immediately before each race had to suffice 
for practice at speed . . . The day before 
the race, almost all the drivers could be 
seen going slowly around the course in the 
family sedan, trying to learn the course... . 
the most difficult in the country! 


Spear's Osca 1350 (built by Maserati brothers), fastest in its 
class today, walked off with the 1500 cc Queen Catherine Cup. 


Wy) 
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John Fitch easily won the Seneca Cup, driving one of the only two Jaguar XK-120C's in Amer- 
ica — cars which are capable of 150 mph (when geared for Le Mans} with their light, 
streamlined aluminum bodies, stiff tube chassis, and factory tuned Jaguar XK-120 engines. 


THE RACING 


The first race of the day, the Seneca Cup, 
was for a distance of 8 laps, and included 
such unrestricted cars as Weaver's 3-litre 
blown V-8 Maserati, White’s Ford-based 
Ladd Special, Bill Milliken driving the A. J. 
Butterworth Special (Willys four wheel 
drive and chassis, air-cooled Steyer V-8 en- 
gine), the various Formula 3 cars plus a 
smattering of sports cars left over from the 
other races. The three lap practice period 
saw one MG go tumbling thru an artificial 
chicane with the driver being shaken up... 
Fitch looked very impressive in the Jaguar 
type C but Weaver made the best lap time. 
In the first lap of the race Weaver pulled 
out all the stops and led with ease, Fitch 
next up and White in third spot ._ . on the 
third lap Fitch was on Weaver’s tail, being 
completely enveloped by the clouds of smoke 
and Castrol belching forth from the Mas- 
erati’s tail pipe every time Weaver accel- 
erated .. . Then Fitch went by and pulled 
away ... the first time that Weaver and the 
Maserati had ever been passed by another 
car. The handling of the Jag by Fitch was 
a sight to see .. accelerating in a very 
straight line, never varying from the line 
thru the corner, and swinging the steering 
from side to side to aid the braking in the 
very best continental manner. The Maserati 
became very sick and Weaver wisely with- 
drew to race another day. The Ladd Special 
moved into second place, followed by Sher- 
wood Johnston on the monstrous Chrysler 
Lagonda. The 500s were experiencing great 
difficulty altho R. L. Moodie of Quebec 
brought his Cooper home well up in the 
big cars . . . Lex duPont hand-pushed his 
Triumph-powered Cooper across the line to 


take second in his class. Among the smaller 
sports cars Bob Said used a Cisitalia to 
beat many larger cars to the finish. 


The Queen Catherine Montour Cup race 
was shortened to ten laps due to the short- 
age of time . . . much time had to be de- 
voted to removing spectators from danger- 
ous positions. The three lap practice period 
proved to be a harbinger of the race to 
come. Bill Spear immediately took the lead 
on the first lap of the race, building into 
miles. Jim Kimberly on another Osca 
moved into the second spot on lap two 
with Roger Barlow following, the latter 
driving with great verve but failing to 
make any dent in the flying Oscas. Bill 
Lloyd’s MG-Offy put up a running battle 
with various cars such as Hank Rudkin’s 
blown Crosley Special, Tom Scatchard’s 
Siata, and until he spun out, Roy Thorpe’s 
Porsche roadster. The stock MGs, running 
concurrently, were pretty far back, but had 
a very fine scrap ._ . Plaisted’s excellent 
driving again proved to help. He was fol- 
lowed by Gray and Ogilvy. Bill Spear fin- 
ished in 54.3 minutes for an average of 
72.3 mph; Kimberly 70.0 mph; Barlow 68.9. 

The start of the Grand Prix had been 
greatly delayed by spectators being on the 
course . . . it was almost 4:30 when prac- 
tice got under way. This race was loaded 
with interesting cars .. . the two Cunning- 
ham roadsters and the coupe . . _ Phil 
Hill in Hornburg’s XK-120C . . . no less 
than eight Allards . . . a couple of Nash- 
Healeys . . . Brooks Stevens’ Excalibur J 
... the new 2-litre V-8 Fiat powered Siata 
... and flocks of Jaguars in all stages of 
modification. In practice, the three Cun- 


(Continued on page 48) 


Moodie's Cooper makes a one point landing at the rail crossing. 
A chicane once at this point was removed after the first race. 


A YANK ABROAD 


Part 4—Burton and Helen Harrison eMGee Thru Scandinavia 


Belgium proved expensive so we left Spa 
for the North, wondering whether to go via 
Brussels and coastal Holland, or by the 
most direct route—Eindhoven, Arnhem, 
Hengelo and so to Bremen and Hamburg. 

We chose the latter, hoping it would 
give us relief from Belgium’s cobblestone 
roads. Actually, when these roads are in 
good repair and not too old, they are fairly 
comfortable—provided you can keep your 
speed up to fifty-five and sixty. Below that, 
most uncomfortable—and when wet, very 
slippery. As it turned out, our route was 
almost entirely cobblestone until we reached 
Germany. And it rained most of the time. 

We spent the first night in Hengelo: one 
of the check points for the Northern com- 
petitors in the Monte Carlo Rally. In the 
hotel entrance there was a poster proclaim- 
ing experience in serving “Rally Competi- 
tors” and the manager showed me a circular 


which stated that the hotel facilities per- 
mitted guests to be shaved and to have a 
hot meal served while still in the bathtub. 
For the first time, we were given free soap 
and matches with our room. And breakfast 
took on the aspects of a Smorgesbord in- 
stead of the usual Continental coffee and rolls. 

Holland was entirely up to reputation for 
cleanliness and order; many new buildings 
in every town... result of the war. Most 
bridges were bombed out, but have been 
replaced by temporary structures and you 
get an impression of neatness and industry, 
in sharp contrast to some other countries. 
At one turn on the highway we saw a man 
with a bucket of soapy water, scrubbing 
the concrete guard rail posts. 

On the way to Denmark we crossed North 
Germany yia Bremen and Hamburg; on 
magnificent German roads. No cobblestones 
this time. In Hamburg, we, as usual, fol- 
lowed the map in Europa Touring. These 
maps are good but they only show major 
routes thru town. We got along fine until 
we came to a “detour” sign. From that 
point on I have never been more completely 
lost in my life. After numerous attempts to 
find ourselves (we passed the same spot two 
or three times), we just about resigned our- 
selves to spending the rest of the summer 
in Hamburg. I was in a state of despair. 
No one understood my German, and I 
couldn’t understand them. 


Finally, we pulled over in front of a 
tobacco store and I suggested that my navi- 
gator not only get some cigarettes, but that 
she start navigating for a change. She, 
without knowing a word of German, went 
into the store where not a word of English 
was spoken and in a few minutes came out 
with, not only a good brand of smokes, but 
an accurate description of the route out of 
town. Never underestimate a woman. 

Denmark we found perfectly delightful, 
neatly manicured, everything in place and 
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perfect. And almost everyone speaks some 
English. The only exception was when I 
tried to buy spark plugs for the MG. If 
you want some fun sometime, try to get 
Champion L-10-S’s in Danish. After many 
gestures and the removal of one plug, a 
man roared away on his motorcycle. In a 
few minutes he was back with the plugs 
. much cheaper than in the U. S., too. 
From the mainland to the island where 
Copenhagen is situated, we had to take the 
ferry, which runs every hour. We arrived 
just late enough to see a large bus get the 
last space. Some friendly people in a 
Renault lead us thru a torturous side road; 
part of the port railroad tracks. At the 
railway ferry dock I was a little unhappy 
that we had to back the entire length of 
the pier, around a sharp turn and onto the 
boat. It was already mostly loaded with 
freight cars and when we backed into our 
little space other freight trains started to 
arrive and come aboard. In a moment “Little 
Car’ was no longer visible. The crossing 
took over an hour and cost $2.80. 
Copenhagen is probably our favorite city 
in Europe. The number of bicycles on the 
streets is appalling to the motorist but they 
observe traffic rules and once you get ac- 
customed to the sheer mass of- the two- 
wheeled vehicles, it is not too bad. The 
shops have beautiful silver and glass, the 
restaurants good food. The people are gay, 
the prices reasonable. We had made no ad- 
vance hotel reservations but National Tour- 
ist Bureau found us a room after several 
phone calls. Reservations are quite neces- 
sary in the northern countries during the 
summer months because of the tourists. 
Finally we-found a speed limit . . . in Den- 
mark. On the open road: 60 kilometers per 
hour and in built-up areas: 40 kph. We 
never saw the limit observed or enforced, 
but the roads are good and the drivers too. 
We finally tore ourselves away from Co- 
penhagen, drove to Helsingor and looked 
thru Kronburg Castle where Hamlet was 
supposed to have held forth. The ferry to 
Sweden leaves about every half hour. Cost 
us $1.75. All Customs business is taken 
care of on the ferry. As usual, no inspection. 
We landed at Halsinborg, Sweden, and as 
in all of the Northern countries there was 
only one grade of gasoline . . . bad and ex- 
pensive. The road along the coast to Nor- 
way is thru large, lush fields with fat cows 
and huge red barns. Roads are good (ce- 
ment and asphalt) and well engineered. 
Hotel rooms were difficult to find and we 
had resigned ourselves to sleeping in the 


car (try it sometime in an MG) when we 
spotted a “Tourist Hotel”. It was very nice 
but not a word of English was spoken. With 
our eloquent sign language we were able to 
tell them what we wanted. 

The next day in Oslo we found to our 
distress that a change in schedule would 
make us sail home a month sooner than 
expected: and we had to catch our freighter 
at Christiansund, not far south of the Arc- 
tic Circle. I went at once to K.N.A. (Na- 
tional Automobile Club) to get maps for 


our trip to Christiansund. People in the 
club spoke perfect English, as most Nor- 
wegians do, and they not only had road 
maps but worked out a strip map itinerary, 
and made hotel and ferry reservations as 
well. Several long distance phone calls were 
involved and the total charge was but $1.50. 
The roads North were ideal for the MG 
but would be rather difficult in a large 
American car... dirt for the most part. 
Grades are severe, turns short, and distances 
between gasoline stations great. Scenery is 
magnificent. Great pine forests, lakes ev- 
erywhere and rushing rivers and waterfalls 
on every side. Towns with hotels are far 
apart so we were glad of the Automobile 
Club reservations. The rooms were always 
good, service excellent, and food superb 
. and inexpensive. Several ferry cross- 
ings on the way—averaged $2.50 each. 
The road, after you have crossed the 
Fjord at Laerdal, begins to climb and 
climb. It is so steep, so narrow, that the 


busses have to back up to make the turns, . 


and in these high latitudes it is no time 
before you are above timberline . . . high- 
est pass in Northern Europe. Even in July 
all the lakes were frozen. Several times cuts 
in snowbanks were ten feet higher than the 
car. For miles you drive thru snow and 
ice fields with snow covered mountains and 
claciers towering high above. We thought it 
the wildest, most beautiful country we had 
seen . ... bitterly cold and very exciting. 

Further North, we lost altitude and the 
country again became pastoral. Our last 
day’s drive took us thru wild and isolated 
country. At one place we were shocked 
and surprised to find tanks on the road and 
the blast of heavy guns almost shook us 
apart. Being out of touch with things we 
wondered if war had come. But it was only 
regular Norwegian maneuvers, 

We arrived in Christiansund after a half 
hour ferry crossing with “Little Car’ sit- 
ting at the very front of the boat, its wheels 
about six inches from the end of the deck 
and no protective rail in front. The wind 
was blowing hard and we were quite ap- 
prehensive. I sat with my foot on the brake. 

Christiansund is situated on three islands. 
I found our freighter docked at another 
island taking on a cargo of whale meat and 
cod—I would have to get the car over there 
for loading. We had to charter a car ferry, 
but the cost was only $7.00. I tried to get 
a lower rate, but no go. We were at the 
dock a few minutes early the next morning 
and looked around for the small scow we 
had chartered. I find it hard to describe 
my feelings when a ferry, capable of carry- 
ing twenty cars and 388 passengers, arrived 
majestically at the dock. The First Officer 
came ashore and asked for Mr. Harrsion. 
We drove aboard, the Captain saluted and 
said, “Are you ready, sir?” I waved my 
hand and said, “Carry on” in what I hope 
was the proper tone of voice. We ran thru 
the harbor, tooting our whistle at lesser 
craft in a most gratifying fashion and ar- 
rived at the new Norwegian American Line 
freighter, the M.S. Lyngenfjord. There the 
crew took charge of the loading in a most 
competent manner and “Little Car” disap- 
peared into the hold for a well-deserved 
rest of ten days. The MG had covered 
9983 miles in Europe. When it complained 
occasionally about the fuel, we would set 
the timing back a bit. It asked for new 
plugs once and for a brake adjustment after 
the Swiss mountains. Apart from that, it 
served us perfectly and we are even more 
enthusiastic about MGs now than ever. 

As soon as things get settled down a bit, 
we will send you our conclusions: what 
things cost . . . how to plan the trip .. . 
mistakes other people would like to avoid e 
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MONTLHERY, FRANCE — Sth - 12th AUGUST, 1952 


Unparalleled Achievement by 


JAGUAR 


FIRST CAR EVER T0 
EXCEED 100 mph FOR 
/ DAYS AND NIGHTS 


Covering 16,852 miles at 100.31 m.p.h., breaking 


4 World Records 


and 


5 International Class G’ Records 


@ 10,000 kilometres at an average speed of 107.31 m.p.h. 


@ 3 days at an average speed of 105.55 m.p.h.* 
@ 15,000 kilometres at an average speed of 101.95 m.p.h.* 


@ 4 days at an average speed of 101.17 m.p.h.* 


@ 10,000 miles at an average speed of 100.66 m.p.h.* 
*World Records. 


Write for details to Distributors, for States West of Mississippi: 
Charles H. Hornburg, Jr., 9176 Sunset Boulevard, Los Angeles, Cal. 
Eastern States: The Hoffman Motor Car Co., Inc., 487 Park Avenue, 


New York, 22, and at Esquire Building, South Water St., Chicago. 
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S.U. CARBURETORS . . « SERVICING AND TUNING 


by C. Gordon Bennet 


The SU Carburetor is fitted to a great 
number of British automobiles and has also 
proved very popular for use on racing en- 
gines. In addition, it is of interest to know 
that it is now being fitted as standard 
equipment to certain models of the Tri- 
umph motorcycle. 

As the majority of British automobiles 
being imported into the United States are 
fitted with the SU as standard equipment, 
I think it would be of interest to many of 
you to know something about the principle 
of this type of carburetor, why it has proved 
so popular with British automobile manufac- 
turers, and some general information on 
servicing and tuning. 

The SU Carburetor—the “SU” standing 
for Skinner Union, a company originally 
formed by a Mr. Skinner and now con- 
trolled by the Nuffield Organization—is what 
is commonly known as the “expanding-choke 
type carburetor’ and, as far as I know, it 
is the only carburetor of this type in quan- 
tity production for automobiles in the 
world today, 


ADVANTAGES 


What are the advantages of this expanding- 
choke type over the more conventional fixed- 
choke type (which is fitted to the majority of 
American automobiles)—and why has it proved 
so popular in England? 


Maximum peak power has always been a 
matter of primary concern in the case of the 
small capacity British engine, whereas it has 
been a matter of less importance to the large 
American engine. Furthermore, the more ac- 
curate control which it is possible to main- 
tain over mixture ratios with corresponding 
advantages in gasoline consumption in contrast 
to the fixed-choke type has always made a 
strong appeal to the British manufacturer, 
whereas, due to gas being relatively cheap and 
easy to obtain, the American manufacturer 
has always attached less importance to this 
question of economy. 

If the expanding type of choke gives greater 
economy and more power, why then has it not 
been used by American manufacturers? The 
answer to this question is that, if the Ameri- 
can engine designers had not gone over al- 
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114" H-2 S.U. carburetor for MG TD Mk II 


most universally to the downdraft type of in- 
take manifolding, the expanding type choke 
carburetor would, I am sure, have found favor 
in America. 

Due to consideration of low hood line, the 
British manufacturer has not adopted the 
downdraft intake manifold and still keeps to 
the sidedraft installation in the majority of 
cases. When comparing the expanding S U 
type choke carburetor with the fixed-choke 
type, both mounted for sidedraft installation, 
a very striking improvement is noticed, both 
in economy and power, for the expanding- 
choke type. With the adoption of the down- 
draft installation, this superiority was mate- 
rially reduced, the basic reason being, that 
with the downdraft fixed-choke type arrange- 
ment a very much larger choke area could be 
employed to the advantage of peak power with- 
out the heavy corresponding disabilities in- 
volved as in the case of the sidedraft arrange- 
ment; that is to say, without the attendant 
difficulties experienced at low speed, full throt- 
tle operation . which renders a rela- 
tively small choke size necessary, the gas hav- 
ing to be carried horizontally from the point 
of discharge at the jet to the inlet port of 
the engine. 

There has, of course, always been some 
prejudice against the use of a carburetor con- 
taining the moving parts which are essential 
to the expanding-choke instrument. This, 
however, is no more than a prejudice which 
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has survived from the early days when various 
types of expanding-choke carburetors, which 
were at one time on the market, gave trouble 
due to the derangement of the mechanical 
moving parts. It was mainly for this reason 
that this type of carburetor, despite its very 
marked functional superiority over the fixed- 
choke type, did in general fall into disrepute 
and disappeared from the market. The fact 
that the SU carburetor avoided this general 
demise is due to the basic mechanical design 
in which the sole point of conjunction of the 
stationary and moving parts of the carburetor 
is formed by the well-lubricated, cast iron 
suction chamber bushing and the case-hardened 
steel spindle of the moving piston. 


On the score of reliability and freedom from 
derangement under normal service, it is justi- 
fiably claimed that the liability for the moving 
parts to become deranged is very much less 
than the stoppage of the smaller fixed jets 
which are an essential part of the open or 
fixed-choke type of carburetor. It will be ap- 
preciated in this connection that only one jet 
is employed in the SU and stoppage of this 
jet, even in the absence of adequate pre-fil- 
tration, is virtually unknown. 


These, then, are the main reasons why the 
SU carburetor has survived and proved so 
popular 
ing drivers, who demand nothing but the best. 
It is worth mentioning here, I think, that a 
Lago Talbot Grand Prix car was fitted with 
three SU carburetors last season and, with- 
out any other alterations, proved to be very 
much faster than any of the other Lago Tal- 
bots running. 


TUNING & SERVICING OF SU CARBURETORS 


Principal of Operation—Refer to the draw- 
ing, Figure A on page 30... . this shows 
quite clearly, the complete carburetor and the 
various components. Also the drawing, Figure 
B on page 31, showing an enlarged view of 
the jet and jet assembly. The float chamber 
and needle valve work exactly on the same 
principle as all other carburetors and ensures 
that a correct level of fuel is maintained in 
the jet at all times. It will be seen that the 
jet itself is mounted in a top and bottom 
bearing and is free to move up and down 
in these bearings, the purpose of which is to 
enable a rich mixture to be obtained for cold 
starting purposes and also allow adjustments 
to be made to mixture strength when the en- 
gine is idling. When the engine is stationary, 
the piston and suction disc are at the bottom 
of the suction chamber and the tapered jet 
needle is well down inside the jet, giving a 
very small choke area and also giving a very 
small opening in the jet itself. The rich 
mixture control, or “choke control’ as it is 
more commonly known, is connected to the 
jet head and when the engine is started from 


with British manufacturers and rac- ~ 


cold the control knob is pulled to lower the —_ 


jet, thus increasing the effective size of the 
jet itself . which means, of course, that 
a richer mixture will be obtained for starting 
purposes. As soon as the engine starts, a 
vacuum is created in the suction chamber (due 
to suitable drillings in the piston and suction 
disc) which will tend to lift the suction dise 
and piston and with it, of course, the tapered 
jet needle. As the throttle is opened further, 
the vacuum in the suction chamber is in- 
creased, allowing the suction disc and piston 
to rise even further, thus giving a larger 
choke area and, at the same time, the fuel 
is increased due to the tapered needles also 
being moved further out of the jet. At full 
throttle, the suction disc and piston’ assembly 
are nearly at the top of the suction chamber, 
giving unrestricted air flow over the jet. Con- 
currently, the jet needle has moved well up 
the jet; an action calculated to give the correct 
air/fuel ratio thruout the range. ~ 


This, in simple terms, is the working of the 
SU_ carburetor. 


Jets—These are made in various sizes rang- 
ing from .090 inches to .1875 inches, the larger 
sizes being used only for racing or very high 
performance engines. The two sizes most com- 
monly found on production cars are the .090 
inch and the .100 inch. The size of the jet 
will be found stamped on the jet head. The 
figure “‘nine’’ will indicate that it is the .090 
inch and the figure ‘‘one’’ will indicate the 
-100 inch jet. 

When tuning a production car, the jet size 
should be checked to make sure that it is of 
the size recommended by the manufacturer. 


Centering of Jet—If, for any reason, the jet 
assembly has been removed, it will be necessary 
to re-center the jet. 5 

First, remove the clevis pin at the base of 
the jet which attaches the jet head to the jet 


ROAD and TRACK, December, 1952 


operating lever. Withdraw the jet completely 
and remove the adjusting nut and spring, 
then replace the adjusting nut, without its 
spring, and screw it up to its highest posi- 
tion. Slide the jet into position until the jet 
head is against the base of the adjusting nut. 
When this has been done, find out if the piston 
is perfectly free by lifting it up with the fin- 
ger and allowing it to drop. If the piston is 
not entirely free, slacken the jet screw and 
manipulate the lower part of the assembly, in- 
cluding | the projecting part of the bottom half 
of the jet bearing, adjusting nut, and jet head. 
Make sure that this assembly is now slightly 
loose. The piston should then rise and fall 
quite freely, as the needle is now able to move 
the jet into the required central position. The 
jet screw should now be tightened and a fur- 
ther check made to determine that the piston 
is still quite free. When complete freedom of 
the piston is achieved, the jet adjusting nut 
should be removed, together with the jet, and 
the spring replaced. 

Experience has shown that a large percent- 
age of carburetors, which have given trouble, 
has been due to the incorrect centering of jets. 


; Jet Needles—These are made in a great var- 
iety of sizes, probably now well over two hun- 
dred and fifty, and each type of engine has 
a needle that has been selected, after very care- 
ful tests have been carried out, to give the 
best all-round performance. Most manufac- 
turers actually give three alternative needles 
for each type and size of engine, these needles 
clearly being listed by the manufacturer as 
“Standard,” ‘Rich’, or ‘‘Weak’’ and, before 
tuning is started, the needle, which is marked 
on the shank, should be checked against the 
manufacturer’s recommendation to make quite 
sure that the right needle is fitted; this is 
most important. 

The chart on page 32 gives the carburetor 
specifications recommended by the manutfac- 
turers of the most popular types of British 
ears to be found over here in the States. 

The rich needle will usually give a little 
more performance at the expense of economy 
and the weak needle will give the best gas 
mileage at the expense of a little loss of power. 


Fitting of Carburetor Needle—The position 
of the carburetor needle in the piston is very 
important. The correct position of the needle 
is with its shoulder flush with the face of the 
piston, Figure C on this page. The screw in 
the side of the piston should be slackened off, 
the needle removed and checked to make sure 
it is of the right type. It should be replaced 
and inserted into the piston until the shoulder 
is exactly flush and the screw tightened. This, 
again, is of the utmost importance if the best 
tuning results are to be obtained because it 
will be appreciated that, if the needle is too 
high up in the piston or too low down, the 
mixture strength will be upset. 


Suction Chamber, Suction Disc, and Piston 
Assembly—These parts are all machined and 
fitted to very fine limits and should always be 
replaced,. when necessary, as a complete unit 
and never separately. As previously mentioned, 
the only point of conjunction of moving and 
stationary parts is formed by the cast iron 
suction chamber bushing and the case-hardened 
steel spindle of the moving piston. 

Great care should be taken to ensure that, 
when the carburetors are being dismantled on 
twin carburetor installations, the piston and 
suction chamber of each carburetor are kept 
together and also kept spotlessly clean and 
dry. No oil whatsoever should be used, except 
a spot or two on the outside of the steel 
spindle. Never use metal polish or any other 
abrasives on the suction chamber or suction 
disc, as this will upset the very fine toler- 
ance to which these parts have been made. 

It is possible to make a check to see whether 
these tolerances have been interfered with, and 
the method of doing this is to place the piston 
and suction disc assembly inside the suction 
chamber and then holding the assembly upside 
“down. Then, placing a finger over the air hole 
in the side of the piston, the suction chamber 
should be allowed to slowly fall off the suction 
disc and the time required for it to fall com- 
pletely away should be noted. (See Figure E 
on page 32) The times should be within the 
following limits :— 


Type Size Time 
H-1 and H-2 1%” and 14%” 8 to 5 seconds 
H-3 13%” 4 to 6 seconds 
H-4 1y4” 5 to 7 seconds 
H-6 134” 6 to 8 seconds 


The pistons and suction discs have been 
made from various materials from time to 
time and the most common are as follows = 

(1) Zine-based, die-cast piston which was in 

use up to 1939 on some types of engines. 
This material grows with age and the 
spindle becomes loose in the piston, caus- 
ing jamming and excessive wear. Before 
tuning with this type of piston, always 
check to make quite sure the spindle is 
tight in the piston. 
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Fig. B 
An enlarged view of the jet assembly 
showing its component parts 
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(2) The brass piston and suction dise which 
superseded the zinc-based type and may 
be fitted in its place. Some of these 
have a hollow spindle for the fitting of 
an oil damper. 

(3) Aluminum piston and suction dise used 
on quite a number of older sports cars. 

(4) The light aluminum piston and _ suction 
dise always used in conjunction with a 
spring on all down-draft carburetors 
and in some horizontal or side-draft car- 
buretors since 1948. 


When a light aluminum piston is used 
on the horizontal or side-draft type of 
carburetor, it is always fitted in a hori- 
zontal type suction chamber and_ the 
timing mentioned above is always taken 
without the spring. Whenever a spring 
is fitted to the suction disc, always 
make quite sure that the small steel 
washer that is fitted at the bottom of 
the piston rod is in position before re- 
assembling. This washer is known as 
the ‘‘skid’’ washer and its function is to 
allow the spring to take up its natural 
position, thus avoiding any side loading 
on the piston keyway. Springs are of 
different tension for different carbure- 
tors and can be identified by the color 
of the paint with which they are marked 
(see Chart on page 32). 


Note: It should be noted that there is a 
small hole below the suction chamber. The 
object of this is that by using a piece of 
steel wire it can be felt whether the piston 
is quite free in the dashpot without having to 
remove air cleaner and air cleaner manifold. 


Fig. C 


Oil Dashpot and Hydraulic Piston Damper— 
The hydraulic piston damper, when used, is at- 
tached to the oil cap and consists of a plunger 
with a one-way valve. Its function is to give 
a slightly enriched mixture by preventing the 
piston from rising unduly quickly on accelera- 
tion. The grade of oil to be used here should 
be SAE 30 in summer and SAE 20 in winter, 
and the correct level should be just below the 
top of the inside of the piston rod. When 
replenishing the piston rod with oil, it is ad- 


visable to have the piston at the top of the 
suction chamber; otherwise, it is difficult to 
prevent a certain amount of oil going on the 
outside of the piston rod. 

Please note that this hydraulic piston damper 
is not fitted to all SU carburetors. 


Float Chamber—The position of the fork 
lever in the float chamber must be such that 
the level of the float (and, therefore, the 
height of the fuel at the jet) is correct. Ref- 
erence should be made to the drawing on 
page 31, Figure D, when it will be clearly 
seen the method of setting this fork. For out- 
side chambers, with a diameter of 17%”, the 
test bar should be 5/16” diameter. For those 
of 214” diameter it should be %” diameter and 
for those of 3” dia. it should be 5” dia. 

Different types of float needles and seats 
are fitted and, generally speaking, the T-1 
needle and seat are fitted to the type H-2 
earburetor, the T-2 to the H-4, and the T-3 
to the H-6. These can be identified by the 
machining mark on the needle seat assembly, 
one groove indicating T-1, two grooves indi- 
eating T-2, and three grooves indicating T-3. 


Fig. D 


Test bar 


Tuning—The tuning of an engine having 
only one carburetor is quite a simple job, 
provided, of course, that the information given 
above has been checked. To summarize: 


(1) Make sure that the piston and suction 
disc are free in the suction chamber and 
that the clearances have not been inter- 
fered with by checking the timing of the 
suction disc (as explained in column one 
of this page). 

(2) Cheek that the right type of needle is 
fitted and that it is fitted in the right 
position relative to the piston. 


(3) See that the jet is centered correctly. 


(4) Check float level in float chamber by 
means of test bar. 

(5) Check that the dashpot is filled with the 
right grade of oil. 
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When these points have been carefully 
checked, the engine may be started’and al- 
lowed to warm up to 70° centigrade. Only 
two adjustments have now to be made. The 
throttle adjusting screw should be screwed in 
far enough so that the engine will tick-over 
without stalling. The mixture control nut 
should then be adjusted to give the correct 
mixture for a nice even tick-over. The nut 
should be screwed up to weaken the mixture 
and screwed down to enrich the mixture. 


If the adjustment has been completely lost, 
it is advisable to screw the jet adjusting nut 
right up and then back eight flats of the nut. 
This will be somewhere near the right mixture 
strength and from this position the nut should 
be adjusted up or down a flat at a time until 
the correct mixture strength is obtained. 
When this has been determined, it may be 
necessary to re-adjust the throttle screw to 
bring the engine to the satisfactory idling 
speed. When adjusting the mixture control 
nut, make sure that the jet head is hard 
against the adjusting nut at all times. A good 
guide as to whether the right mixture strength 
has been obtained is to lift the piston in the 
carburetor approximately 1/16”. If the engine 
tends to “run faster, then the mixture is too 
rich and, if the engine tends to stall, then 
the mixture is too weak. 


Tuning of Twin SU’s—The tuning of twin 
carburetors is a little more complicated but, 
if the job is done methodically, little difficulty 
should be experienced. 


Before attempting to tune an engine with 
twin carburetors, it is essential to remove the 
air cleaner and air cleaner manifold. When 
this has been done, remove the clevis pin, 
holding one end of the mixture control lever 
inter-connecting rod so that each carburetor 
can be adjusted independently for mixture 
strength. It is advisable to start off by first 
screwing the two mixture adjusting nuts right 
up and then back eight flats of the nut. This 
will be approximately the correct mixture 
strength, and it is always a good starting-off 
point. Start the engine and allow to warm 
up to a nice operating temperature. 


The first adjustment is to ensure that each 
earburetor butterfly dise is open the same 
amount and that the air flow over each jet “is 
equal. To do this, slacken the pinch bolt on the 
throttle connecting spindle so that each slow 
running screw can be altered independently. 
Set the slow running stops so that the engine 
runs at approximately 800 to 1,000 rpm and, 
with the aid of a piece of rubber hose of ap- 
proximately %4” inside diameter and approxi- 
mately 2’ long, listen to the suction of air on 
each carburetor intake. Place one end of the 
tube in the ear and the other end in the center 
of the carburetor intake. If the amount of 
“suck” is unequal, the throttle adjusting screws 
should be adjusted until the air intake to both 
carburetors is equal. When this has been 
achieved, tighten the pinch bolt, making sure 
that each throttle adjusting screw is held down 
on to its stop. It has now been ascertained that 
each carburetor is doing equal work. 


The next step is to check the mixture 
strength. This is best done by lifting the piston 
on the front carburetor by using a small screw- 
driver to a height of approximately 1/16”. If 
the engine now tends to run faster, then the 
mixture on the front carburetor is too rich 
and should be weakened by screwing the mix- 
ture adjusting nut up a flat at a time until 


Fig. E. 


Timing drop rate of piston and suction disc. 


such time as lifting the piston 1/16” makes very 
little difference to the speed of the engine. If 
the mixture were too weak, the engine would 
tend to stall and, naturally, the mixture ad- 
justing nut would have to be screwed down 
a flat at a time. 

When the front carburetor has been dealt 
with in this manner, the same procedure 
should be followed on the rear carburetor. 

Finally, when it is felt that mixtures on 
both carburetors are correct, the slow running 
stops should be adjusted to give a nice even 
tick-over at a speed where there is no tendency 
for the engine to stall. On small, high-reving 
engines, it is not usually possible, with twin 
carburetor manifold, to get a nice even tick- 
over at a speed of below 800 rpm. When finally 
adjusting the slow running stops, each screw 
should be adjusted equally so that there is no 
tendency to load one or the other of the throttle 
stops. When the throttle is completely closed; 
both adjusting screws should be down on their 
stops. The mixture control inter-connecting 
rod should now be adjusted for length and the 
clevis pin replaced and cotter-pinned. The air 
cleaner and air cleaner manifold should now 
be replaced and it may be found necessary to 
weaken the mixture strength a little on each 
carburetor about one flat because the air 
cleaner will tend to enrich the mixture slightly. 

It is- often forgotten that it is impossible— 
and a waste of time—to try to tune the carbu- 
retors-unless the rest of the engine is in good 
shape. Tappets, plugs, ignition points, etce., 
should. be carefully checked before attempting 
to tune the carburetors. 

On some SU’s a self-starting carburetor is in- 
corporated which does away with the manual 
operation of the jets for cold starting per- 
formance. On these carburetors the jet is slight- 
ly different. A cap with a hexagon head will be 
found at the bottom of the jet and this should 
be removed. A small screw will be found under- 
neath this cap . .. . this is the mixture ad- 
justing screw and it works on exactly the same 
principle as the jet adjusting nut, namely, 
screwing it up weakens the mixture and screw- 
ing it down enriches the mixture. e 


Fig. 8 — Details of S.U. Carburetors as fitted to British cars exported to the United States. 


Carburetor Oil Suction Disc 
Needles Damper Spring Throttle 
Make Model Year Rich Std. Wk. ? Color Jet Size Bore Dia. Type 
Austin A-40 Sports 1951 i PKG cat Vesna Red 090” 1-4" He 
Austin A-90 Atlantic 1950-51 FO FT.FU_ Yes Yellow .090” 1-14” H4 
Bentley 4% Litre 1949-50-51 4 Yes Not fitted .100” 1-34” H6 
Daimler 18 hp, 6 cyl. 1949-50-51 DR EG 61 Yes Not fitted .090” 1-4" H-4 
Daimler 27 hp, 6 cyl. 1949-50-51 56 CN 5 No Blue -090” 1-44’ D4L 
Daimler 36 hp, 8 cyl. 1949-50-51 Be PoC BS 6 Weed ee PG) White -090” 1-4” D4L 
Daimler 2% Litre Sports 1949-50-51 -. CE ... Yes Notfitted .090” 1-34” H 3 
Jaguar 3% Litre 1946-47-48 AQ DY GA Yes Not fitted .090” 1-44” H4 
Jaguar 3% Litre Mark V 1949-50 2s seal i's Ge Yes Not fitted .090” ied H3 
Jaguar 8% Litre XK 1949-50 Hees oA Yes Red -100” 1-34,” H 6 
Jaguar 314 Litre Mark VII 1951 RH JM SL Yes Red -100” 1-3” H6 
Jaguar 3% Litre XK 1951 pe RB eae Yes Red -100” 1-34” H6 
M.G 14% Litre TC 1946-47 EM ES AP Yes Not fitted .090” 
1-4” He 

PG 1A Litre Sedan 1948-49-50-51 DK EF Yes Not fitted .090” ee H2 

.G 14, Litre TC-TD 1948-49-50-51 EM ES AP Yes Not fitted .090” 1-44,” H2 
M.G 14% Litre TD II 1951 LS1 EM Yes Red -090” 1-44” H4 
Morris 8 hp, (Series E) 1946-47-48 M9EKMOW Ye i 

hp, ¢ 8 8 Not fitted .090” 1-34” 

a Minor 1949-50-51 M9EKMOW Yes Not fitted .090” ie i i 
aot ris Oxford 1949-50 ES F8 HB Yes Red -090” 1-4” H2 

orris Oxford 1951 ae Yes Red .090” 1-14” H2 
Riley 2% Litre 1948-49-50-51 CY EE EM No Not fitted .090” 1-I4” H4 
Rover Sages 1950-51 GE FV Yes Yellow .090” 1-4” H4 
32 
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THE GRAND 
PRIX CAR by Pomeroy 
$22.50 


This second revised edition contains 
a completely new section on post- 
war Grand Prix cars with race results 
and technical details. Ready No- 
vember. Earliest delivery in United 
States guaranteed if ordered now. 


99. THE M.G. WORKSHOP MANUAL 
This book now has 485 pages’ and 
some 400 illustrations bound in a 
special washable cloth. Covers all 
models. Essential for all M.G. owners 
and enthusiasts. Demand will prob- 


ably be overwhelming, $6.00 


so get your copy now......... 


100. TUNING AND MAINTENANCE 
OF M.G’s 
This appeared in article form in the 


weekly, Autosport. $3.50 


Illustrated. 
95. SPEED TRIUMPHANT 
By Pierre Fisson. The great novel of 
Grand Prix racing. 
Illustrated. $3.00 
96. WHEELS AROUND THE WORLD | 
By Alan Hess. Survey of long dis- 
tance motoring expeditions since 
1900 up to Hess’ own record-break- 
ing tour around the world in 21 days 
in an A-40 Austin. Beauti- 
ful production, many illust... $3. 50 
63. THE MOTOR MANUALS _. 
4 volume set by Arthur dese The 
standard work on all aspects of 


British, European and $12 50 


American cars 


ALSO AVAILABLE SEPARATELY ee 
AUTOMOBILE ENGINES, 484 ~ 


64. Vol. 1. 
pages. af | 
330 iNsS ate Se eee $3.25 
65. Vol. 2. CARBURETORS AND FUEL 
SYSTEMS, 505 pages ...... 
33) Slugs eee eee $3.25 
66. Vol. 3. THE MECHANISM OF THE 


CAR, 400 pages, 


300" illus:3 cae een el eee $3.75 
67. Vol, 4. CAR MAINTENANCE AND 
286. illus. cee $3.75 


33. “MOTOR” 
1952 


98. “MOTOR” ROAD TESTS 

OF 1952, CARS’ eee $1.50 
103. RALLIES AND RACES 

By William Leonard. Motor adven- 


tures of Gatsonides, 
the great Dutch driver........ $4.50 


We carry a large stock of other 
motor books and accept subscriptions 
for all motor magazines. 


. CIRCLE THE BOOKS YOU WISH _ 
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to ROBERT BENTLEY COMPANY 
581 Boylston Street, 
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Civitalia 202 


Cisitalial 202 


First off—so you can sound like a real 
wheel—you’ll want to know that Cisitalia is 
pronounced chees-ee-tahl-ya, with the ch a 
little softer than we Americans usually han- 
dle it—almost a sh, you might say. As far 
as the emphasis is concerned, put it any- 
place you like, depending on what part of 
Italy you want to sound like you're from. 
The only warning: never, never say Cis-eye- 
talia . . . and kiss-italia is even worse. 

When you lift the hood on “Chuck” Snod- 
grass and George Joseph’s (of Denver Colo- 
rado) little blue gem, everybody grins and 
feels friendly; for the Fiat-based, 1089 cc 
engine matches the rest of the car—small 
and competition-bred. But tho it may seem 
harmless, the little bundle of energy nestled 
just back of the front wheels, puts out 66 
hp at 5500 rpm (with its 8.5:1 compression 
ratio and burning 80 octane gasoline), and 
it will exceed an honest 100 mph. 

The thing that never fails to amaze you 
about these Italian sport coupes is the coach- 
work. This compact three-seater has doors 
that close with a real classic sound, and yet 
when we put the car on the scales, it only 
came to 1960 pounds (1030 front, 930 rear). 
And that’s including 7 gallons of gas, full 
interior upholstery, tools, spare tire and so 
on. What saves all the weight is the light 
aluminum body and the extensive hole drill- 
ing that has been carried out. 

The “Cissy” is roomy (even for our bulk) 
and it handles very like the Ferrari: light 
positive steering—via the Grand Prix type 
steering wheel. Once you get accustomed to 
the 202 you can bat it in and out of corners 
like a handball. 

Further vital statistics: tubular chassis; 
bore and stroke, 68 x 75 mm; wheelbase, 88 
inches; twin Weber downdraft carburetors; 
Fiat-type steering and suspension*; height 
49 inches; Borrani knock-off wire wheels; 
Pirelli 6.40 x 15 tires; generator driven di- 
rectly off the crankshaft and water pump 
directly from the camshaft; dry sump lubri- 
cation with side-mounted oil tank; front- 
mounted oil cooler; and last, but actually 
first—a superb Farina body.___pearsorN 
* Semi-elliptic springs and conventional axle 


at the rear; independent front suspension, with 
transverse leaf spring, single (lower) A-arm. 


Allard 
“Palm Beach” 


photographs by 
Louis Klemantaski 


Full instrument complement . . . 


Allard Palm Beach, featured in October Road and Track, 
uses 4 or 6 cylinder British Ford ovh engines .. . 
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Neat, sleek over all. 


ndicap race. 


by Guy Griffiths 

The Vintage Sports Car Club holds a 
unique and prominent place among motor 
clubs. With the fervor of true Crusaders, 
they have upheld the traditions, and respect 
for what is good in a car, whether the ex- 
ample is brand new or 30 years old. 

Their meetings at Silverstone rank among 
the very best of closed circuit club racing 
events. VSCC is the: only club to run two 
such events a year... and regularly get more 
entries for each than most clubs get for one! 

This year’s 2nd event was memorable for 
the drama of Sam Clutton’s 1923 ex-World 
Land Speed record 10%-litre Delage catch- 
ing fire. This happened when one of the 
cylinders (each is separate) broke away and 
cut a main fuel line. The car was at once 
enveloped in flames, and Sam drove all the 
way down the straight sitting on the tail, 
and off into a bank at the end. By this 
brave act he prevented a possible disaster 
involving other drivers and spectators, He 
was taken to hospital with burns but is now 
getting on well. 

There was a special race for the chain- 
driven Frazer Nash cars . . . and, with more 
enthusiasm than any other one make, these 
drivers really “had a go.” The way they 
drifted around the corners was worthy of 
Grand Prix driving. 

An enjoyable feature of most VSCC Meet- 
ings is an Edwardian race . . . “Edward- 
ians” being those delightful cars of the pre- 
1914 era. Hutton Stott had entered two flat- 
nosed Lanchesters, and there were several 
Silver Ghost Rolls-Royces, Lord Charnwood’s 
impeccably restored 1911 racing Delage, two 
1914 3-litre Grand Prix Sunbeams, the 12- 
litre Itala, and many more. The handicap- 
pers had rather given the race to Boris Sam- 
uelson’s Rolls, but this in no way spoiled 
the pleasure of watching some fine cars 
going at very creditable speeds. The Lan- 
chesters were silently impressive, and hand- 
ling of the Sunbeams beautiful to behold. 

The main event of the day was a 100 Kilo 
(62.14 miles) race for the Seaman Trophy.” 
This is one of the late Dick Seaman’s tro- 
phies and. was presented to the club for an- 
nual competition by George Monkhouse, It is 
for racing cars of 15 or more years old, Un- 
fortunately, there were many non-starters and 
the event was a walk-over for Denis Poore 
in the 3.8-litre Alfa, chased by Graham 
Whitehead in the 114-litre ERA. Seaman 
himself once drove Poore’s car to victory! 

This day out had provided more pleasure 
for drivers and spectators than most . . . 
they are all real enthusiasts and just wan- 
dering ’round the spectators’ parking lot was 
like the best of many Motor Shows of past 
years rolled into one! 


by Guy Griffiths 

The event is limited to club members 
driving vintage (pre-1931) or Edwardian 
(pre-1914) sports or racing cars. 

Below 11/-litres (sports cars), chain driv- 
en Frazer Nash’s predominated. 

The unlimited sports car class produced 
the usual batch of 30/98 Vauxhalls and 
41/-litre Bentleys, the perennial antagonists 
who do much to enliven all V.S.C.C, events. 
This time the apple cart was quite upset 
by J. E. A. Marsh: 53.71 secs., in his 
ex-T.T. 41/4-litre Invicta and so winning the 
class, Second was J. A. Williamson’s 3-litre 
Bentley with 41/4-litre engine: 54.93; and 
3rd, Peter Binn’s 30/98 in 55.32. The 100 
mph Invicta, famous for its low build, is one 
of the last cars in that tradition made, altho 
the later 6-cylinder 414-litre Lagondas used 
a basically similar Meadows engine. 

The Edwardian class (handicap) pro- 
duced a magnificent entry. Dr. Ewen (1908 
12-litre 4-cylinder Itala); Lord Charnwood 
(1911 Coupe D’Auto Delage); Dr. Taylor 
(1912 Rolls Royce) ; Boris Samuelson (1914 
Rolls Royce); and a newcomer: Stanley 
Sears (1905 T. T. Replica 4-cylinder Rolls 
Royce, of 4054 cc—a most unique car now 
being meticulously restored to genuine as- 
new condition). There were also his son’s 
1914 T. T. Sunbeam, Firkin’s 1914 Darracq, 
Peter Hampton in the 1913 Bugatti “Black 
Bess” and Skinner’s lovely Rolls Royce. 

During the climbs Peter Hampton ran 
away with 63.07 secs. (an improvement of 
nearly 7 secs. on his handicap). 

The racing cars naturally produced b.t.d. 
and as expected Peter Stubberfield once 
more secured this (2.3 single-cam Bugatti, 
48.02 secs.), making a perfect climb to the 
inimitable Bugatti exhaust note. 


Aston Martin Owners 
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>''Razor Blade,” 1923 twin cam record breaker. 


* Aston Martin 2-litre "Speed" Models .. . 


Club . 


by Guy Griffiths 


The Aston Martin Owners Club meeting 
at Silverstone, held in memory of the late 
Sir John Horsfall, started with a heat for 
“750” formula. This class was devised by 
Holland Birket to keep racing on the low- 
est price level. Roughly, cars must use 750 
ce Austin 7 side valve engines and frames. 
Altho slow, most cars were of similar per- 

Heat 2 was won by Ernest Stapleton 
(2-litre Aston Martin which he has regular- 
ly raced in the Mille Miglia), and heat 3 
by Baxter (also in a 2-litre Speed model). 
Heat 4 was won by Taylor (surprisingly 
fast Austin Nippy, with Ford engine). 
2nd: Randall’s Riley; 3rd: Allen (Lotus, a 
beautiful tubular chassis, “stroked” Ford 
Consul engine), In the final (first five of 
each race) Randall turned the tables and 
won from Taylor’s Austin. 

The relay race was won by the 750 Club. 

The St. John Horsfall Trophy (handicap 
for over 15 laps for Aston Martins) attract- 
ed an entry of 31 cars. Prominent: the 
DB III and various DB IIs at one end, and 
Ellis’ 1922 Grand Prix car and the 1923 
single-seater Razor Blade at the other. The 
faster cars had been set an impossible task. 
Magnificent driving by Abecassis (DB 3) 
brought him no higher than 7th. . . Baxter 
winning again (2-litre Speed model) ; Stam- 
ford and Stewart 2nd and 3rd, 
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“Ewok’s 1908, 12-litre, Aecylinder Itala. 
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@ 2-litre coupe leads 1922 Aston Grand Prix car. 
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@ Glockler's new high-visibility Porsche is 7.6 
mph faster than the Glockler-Porsche roadsters. 


* Hermann Lang, in the winning Mercedes, a 
3-litre open version of the rapid Le Mans coupe. 


by Corrado Millanta 


Because this is the 25th anniversary of 
Nurburgring circuit, and because war torn 
(but well on its way to recovery) Germany 
was felt to deserve a glimpse of the Mer- 
cedes which so thoroly walked away with 
the 1952 Le Mans, the organizers of the 
15th Grand Prix of Germany included an 
event for sports cars. i 

The 1100 cc class was cancelled in favor 
of a class (3 to 8 litres) which would 
allow the Mercedes to run supercharged as 
roadsters (a form better suited to Nurburg) 
instead of coupes—and a further allowance 
came in fuel-type restrictions. All this 
caused a lessening of interest because of 
the lack of serious foreign entries. The 
blown Mercedes, it so happened, beat the 
practice times of the Formula 2 cars and the 
four cylinder Ferrari sports, but troubled by 
cocling problems, did not start. 


Eager German spectators built themselves a 
four-story timber platform for better view. 
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Beyond the official who is flashing starting information to the waiting line-up 


The 1500 cc Veritas of Pietsch got away 
to a fast start and won its class, followed 
4 seconds later by Hartmann in a new four 
cylinder, dohe Borgward (Road and Track, 
Oct. 1951), which with the Porsche is a 
strong contender for 1500 cc honors. In- 
cluded in the 1500 cc sports car race: A 
special class for production sports cars, in 
which ran 30 Porsches. Most of these fin- 
ished, running well, which shows the over- 
all quality of this well known German car. 
The American sports car driver, John Fitch, 
took’ fourth in this race. 

Ulmen, driving his Veritas, won the 2- 
litre race (run concurrently with the 3-litre 
class) showing himself to be the best Ger- 
man sports car driver today. 

The only competition for the four Mer- 
cedes roadsters (Kling, Lang, Riess, and 
Helfrich) was the little 2300 cc Gordini 
(Manzon), which moved up in serious bat- 
tle with the Mercedes shortly after the 
start. Before the finish of the first lap, 
Manzon passed Riess and Helfrich. With 
the Gordini’s acceleration and handling, it 
appears to be the only car capable of com- 
peting with the German cars. To everyones 
surprise, Manzon seemed willing to go after 
the two leaders, passing Lang and then at 
tacking Kling next, during the 3rd lap. 
Gearbox trouble unfortunately forced Man- 
zon out. From that point on the race was 
casual, with Mercedes finishing 1, 2, 3, 4. 
Lang broke all sports car records, his lap 


RPL 


one 
impatient sports cars, may be seen the Veritas and the three East Zone-built IFA's. 


Kling, the 2nd place winner, in a shorter wheelbase version of Lang's car. These * 
cars were supposed to run supercharged but at last minute blowers were removed. 


time (81.2 mph) equalling Formula 2 records. 

Jaguars, Allards, and Healeys were merely 
also rans, while Carini’s 4.1 Ferrari (the 
first one built) couldn’t do any better. 

The Grand Prix was a monologue for 
Ferrari, which won easily after the Gordini 
retired. But the race is still important con- 
sidering the lap times. 

According to the German technicians and 
authorities (who have watched the last 
years racing) Ascari is the best driver in 
the world today. This year at Nurburgring 
the differences in his slowest and fastest lap 
times amounted to only 7 seconds. Not only 
remarkable for his regularity of . driving, 
Ascari is also able to become a more rugged 
driver as the competition increases. Like 
last year, he made a pit stop in the next 
to last lap—last year to get new tires in 
case Fangio (Alfa) made a last lap bid— 
this year: for oil. He was bothered with 
low oil pressure in the corners. Aside from 
his pit stop, he led from beginning to end. 

Coming out of the pits, Ascari had to 
double his efforts because Farina (thinking 
Tarufh was in the pits instead of Ascari) 
pressed on to maintain what he thought 
was his second position. Taruth, however, 
had broken the De Dion tube and was 
creeping along with one wheel canted. Thus, 
Ascari was victorious, Farina second, Fisch- 
er third, and Taruff fourth. 

Bonetto’s new Formula 2 Maserati blew 
a tire in a collision with Trintignant, was 
out for a pit stop, came back in a furious 
effort, but a broken rear spring hanger 
slowed his time considerably. Aside from 
that, the Maserati made a good impression. 
The car had been tested at Monza and 
Modena which are easy tracks. But with 
the suspension trouble at Nurburgring, a 
De Dion is probably found to be called for. 

Nurburg is cruel to cars, Everyone who 
dropped out did so because of suspension, 
rear transmission, gearboxes, brakes . 
rather than engine trouble, and this in- 
cluded Bonetto, Carini, Frere, Pietsch, As- 
ton, Manzon, Trintignant, Schell, Necke, 
Peters, Cantoni, Balsa, and Bianco. 

The two Gordini, tho not built for this 
track, should have done better. Behra only 
finished 5th. Claes alone, of the HWM 
group, finished after a long delay, while 
the Aston-Butterworth disappeared, and 
Cantoni (Maserati) went out too. 

Pietsch’s Veritas was the only German 
Formula 2 car to show at all... and 
at that with only medium speed. 

With this victory, Ascari is assured of the 
title, 1952 World Champion, but further 
than that he is Nurburgring Champion, the 
only driver besides Caracciola to win this 
honor, which is given only to those who 
win the Grand Prix at Nurburg three rimes. 
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*@ Start of German Grand Prix with Ascari 
already taking a commanding lead over field. 


@ Stresses at Nurburgring broke Maserati's 
rear spring hanger, forcing Bonetto to slow up. 


Ascari, Farina, Taruffi, and Fischer in the » 
2nd curve of an S-bend. Distances from cars 
to edge of road indicate why Ascari finished 
Ist, with the others 2, 3, and 4 behind him. 


* Ascara drifts thru a curve, carefully keep- 
ing front wheel on extreme edge of pavement. 


Parnell’s 3-litre DB-3 had tail 
— sHértened gfter: Monaco crash. 
: ae 5 ears 


‘ hol ietancloanailtt SHES SST ERTS ama John Morgan (BARC secretary) 
aula flags the night time finish . . . 


GOODWOOD 9-hr. 


Britain’s “Junior 
LeMans” ... atest of 


car and driver 
by Alan K. Clark 


From a glance at the program, the BARC 
Nine Hour Sports Car Race looked like it 
would be a dull procession It became, in 
fact, a tremendously exciting and_thoroly 
instructive event. A lot of people had for- 
gotten that it was going to be at least 250 
laps instead of the usual 10 or 15. The 
longer the race, the truer is Granpaw 
Throttlebottom’s (Road and Track, February 
1951) adage that “the best driver is he who 
wins at the slowest speed”. Other aphorisms 
such as that old crack about “counting un- 
hatched chickens” were also painfully appro- 
priate in a number of cases, 

The race started on a wet track with a 
mild atmosphere of man-bites-dog. Parnell’s 
2.9 Aston took the lead from Rolt and Moss 
(XK-Cs) and held it until the roads dried 
out. Similarly, in the 114-litre class the more 
roadable Cooper MGs kept in front of the 
hotter Lester MGs until the latter could 
use full power freely. However, by 4:30 pm 
the race had settled down into the pattern 
which we all expected: Jaguar (Rolt), 
Jaguar (Moss), Jaguar (Whitehead), Aston 
Martin (Parnell), Aston Martin (Collins), 
Ferrari (Cole). 

Baird (2.7 Ferrari, lying fifth, ahead of 
Collins’ DB-3) began tiring perceptibly and 
spun out three times at different points on 
the course. He was called in at 4:50 pm 
and co-driver Salvadori took over. The ad- 
vent of Salvadori altered the whole character 
of the race: from being a playboy motor 
dealer he has now become one of the most 
accomplished drivers in England, and _ pro- 
ceeded to show just how quickly a Ferrari 
can be made to go. In half an hour he rose 
from seventh to third place passing Cole’s 
Ferrari and the Collins’ and Abecassis’ DB- 
3s, the latter suffering from gearbox trouble 
which confined it to a diminishing number 
of its five ratios. Meantime, Whitehead in 
the third XK-C came unstuck at Madgwick 
Corner and bent his back axle against one 
of the spectators, who was taken to hospital. 
This placed Thompson (Parnell’s 2.9 DB) 
third but he was now being pressed to such 
effect by Salvadori that he was throwing out 
smoke in increasing quantities and generally 
showing signs of discomfiture. At 5:58 he 
stopped at his pit where the mechanics 
promptly doused his hot exhaust pipes with 
80 octane fuel. The flames rose 60 feet and 
there were some more journeys to hospital; 
victims included John Wyer (Aston Martin 
Team Manager) who sustained severe burns 
on his face, chest and arms, The car, of 
course, was out of the race, 

By 6:15 the Abecassis’ Aston dropped out 
of serious competition and Whitehead (Cole’s 
Ferrari) took advantage of the Griffith/ 
Collins (Aston Martin) pit stop to slip into 
fourth. With two very healthy sounding 
Ferrari behind, the Jaguar team began to 
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feel a little uneasy. Salvadori was lapping a 
bit faster than either of the XK-Cs and at 
6:30 he had reduced their lead by a lap and 
was four laps ahead of the sole surviving 
Aston driven by Collins. Alas, at 6:37 the 
two-hour rule came into operation*, the red 
Ferrari came into its pits, changed tires, 
Baird took over again and the heat was off. 
In half an hour the car dropped five laps 
and Collins’ Aston Martin became third 
ahead of Tom Cole, whose Ferrari it had 
passed when the blue and white car was 
stopped at its pit. However, Baird’s pit saw 
the light and at 7:28 Salvadori took over 
the red Ferrari once more. His progress was 
once again meteroic. In 12 minutes he had 
passed Tom Cole. After half an hour he was 
on the same lap as the DB-3 and by 8:15 
he had passed Collins again to lead the 
3-litre class and occupy first position behind 
the Jaguars. By 8:45 he had lapped the Col- 
lins Aston Martin, in spite of that car get- 
ting a very large pit sign which said, quite 
simply—“‘Faster”, 

The Jaguar equipe, secure, as they thought, 
with a four-lap lead, responded with a 
“we'll show ’em” display and speed-up sig- 
nals were given to Walker, driving Moss’ 
car, and Hamilton. At 9:20 Salvadori drew 
in at his pits. The car was refuelled and 
Baird took over, very sportingly doing only 
one lap (to comply with regulations) before 
returning to hand over again to his brilliant 
young co-driver. This manuever lost time, 
of course, and it was another quarter of an 
hour before the Ferrari overtook the Aston 
Martin again. In the meantime, however, 
Hamilton’s car had shed a wheel and with 
only Moss’ Jaguar left in the race Salvadori 
was now second and Collins third. 

The order at 10:00 pm was Jaguar (Moss) 
224 laps; Ferrari (Salvadori) 221 laps; As- 
ton Martin (Collins) 221 laps; Ferrari(Cole) 
218 Japs; Frazer-Nash (Gerard) 218 laps; 
Jaguar XK-120 (Swift) 196 laps. 


Then amidst a tense hush, Moss’ Jaguar 
drew in at the pits with rear axle locating 
arm fractured—doubtless a result of the 
strain imposed by negotiating the tight chi- 
cane 225 times with varying loads in the 
fuel tank. Excitement rose even higher when 
Salvadori, who had been leading for 20 
minutes, came in for a tire and driver 
change so that he could drive without in- 
terruption for the rest of the race. With the 
car sounding wonderfully healthy, 114 hours 
to go (the Aston a lap behind with a pit 
stop still to make), things look good in the 
Salvadori/Baird pit — and the occupants 
(mainly chicly dressed blondes) said so re- 
peatedly. Alas! sic transit gloria mundi. 
Bobbie Baird jumped into the car, pressed 
the starter button—no response. The cutout 
had failed and six laps were lost before the 
mechanics (what use were the _ blondes 
then?) cured the trouble, and the race was 
lost. Salvadori tried all he could but spun 
out when his lights failed and was unable 
to catch Tommy Cole who finished second 
to Collins’ Aston. It was a magnificent race, 
full of excitement, and one hopes that it 
will be the first of a series. 


Noteworthy: Lester MGs which finished 
first and second in their class and even 
pipped the ordinary XKs. All the XKs fin- 
ished, however, which is more than can be 
said of any other make except Ferrari (!) 
The works Allard (Chrysler) retired after 
65 laps of quite quick, motoring in the fifth, 
sixth, and seventh places. Hume’s Chrysler 
Allard finished but very slowly. The Talbot 
of Levegh was quite unsuited to the circuit 
and broke its differential unit after two 
hours. 


*No driver is allowed by BARC regulations to 
drive for more than two hours without a break. 


TECH. CORRESPONDENCE 


NEW ENGINE FOR LINCOLN CONTINENTAL 


Last year I put a new 1950 Lincoln engine 
(337 cubic inch) in my ’41 Continental hard- 
top, so I thought you might be interested in 
data on performance and installation. 

The installation was a relatively simple mat- 
ter. The first one takes the most time, natural- 
ly, because one must learn the proper procedure 
and short-cuts. We figure now that one man 
could do a very fine job in two or three days. 

The following steps were used to convert: 


1. McBar housing and Ford truck clutch plate 
installed. 

2. Lower the steering box and column to 
miss left exhaust header. 

8. Ford truck exhaust manifold (for right 
side) reversed and placed on left side. 


4. Fabricate a new cross-under pipe. 
5. Fabricate new front motor mounts. 


6. Alter radiator and engine hose connections 
to miss the fan. 


7. Fabricate new air cleaner. 


That is just about all there was to it, with 
the possibility of a few minor details. 

I had to build up my engine from a block 
assembly, and because it was the first installa- 
tion the garage had done, the labor charge was 
a little more—about $900 altogether. 

The only time I have accurately clocked is 
from 0-60 and that was 10.5 seconds. This was 
when it was in new condition and top tuned. 
Since that time, I have snapped both rear axles 
and the transmission. With due regard to the 
gears, however, this will not happen. The top 
speed is something of a mystery, tho I believe 
it will do an honest 100. I do know that it will 
dust the Caddies and 88s. The finest thing about 
the car is its roadholding and handling. It 
corners better than any car I have driven. 


Topeka, Kansas Carl W. Brink, Jr. USAF 


We sincerely appreciate letters such as this, 
and hope other readers who have “switched 
engines” will tell us what was used and how 
they did it.—Tech Ed. 


STEEL TUBE FOR FRAMES 


Where may I obtain tubular steel as used for 
building race car frames? Is it a special kind 
of steel? 


Galveston, Texas E. Paris 

To get tubular steel for car frames use the 
yellow pages of your local telephone directory. 
Most racing cars use 4140 seamless tubing, but 
ordinary welded tubing such as ‘“Electrunite” 
(SAE-1015) is usually good enough for most 
parts of the frame.—Tech. Ed. 


SUSPENSION A-ARMS 


What are the merits of a constant camber 
set-up such as an equal length parallel A-frame 
i.f.s.? Why is the unequal-length A-frame 
type of i.f.s. so popular on sports cars? I 
ask these questions because there seems to be 
no marked preference for any type i.f.s. in 
Grand Prix practice. 


I would also like to know how the length of 
the upper ‘‘arm”’ is figured when a transverse 
spring is used for the upper ‘‘arm”’ in an i.f.s. 
set-up. What do you think of the Austin A-40 
chassis for a small sports car, or do you think 
the Anglia chassis would be more suitable? 


Hammond, Ind. F. W. Montgomery, Jr. 

Unequal length A-frame types of i.f.s are 
popular because they give a minimum and 
sometimes almost zero tread change as the 
wheels move up and down thru their normal 
working travel. An equal length parallel A- 
frame type of suspension gives zero camber 
change with wheel movement but considerable 
tread change. Many foreign cars take a com- 
promise between these two types but no one 
has as yet come up with a really ideal type 
of independent front suspension. 


The equivalent length of a leaf spring is 
taken as one quarter of the distance from the 
nearest clamping bolt to the spring eye. This 
imaginery pivot point is closest to the spring 
clamping point. The best reference material 
on this particular point is available from the 
SAE Handbook on Leaf Spring Design, Society 
of Automotive Engineers, 29 West 39th Street, 
New York City. 
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Gives 
_ Immediate 
~ WARNING 
of Dangerous 

Electrical 
Faults 


in Your 
Car 


EALLY remarkable! Detek-tro-lex 
R enables you to detect electrical 
troubles the minute they occur. Dial 
shows battery discharge and faulty cells, 
hot generator, defects in voltage regu- 
lator; indicates charging voltage, starter 
load; tells when there are loose connec- 
tions, short circuits; gives full warning 
in advance so you can correct dangerous 
troubles,.avoid expensive replacements 
and... 


PREVENT COSTLY REPAIRS! 


Available for either 6-volt domestic cars 
or 12-volt foreign cars. Instrument case 
is neat, compact, attractive, with chrome 
facing ring. Easily installed on steering 
wheel, instrument panel, or wherever 
desired. Complete installation instruc- 
tions, directions for use and detecting 
guide included. Guaranteed against de- 
fects. Get a Detek-tro-lex today ... at 
your dealer’s, or order direct. Only 
$13.75 postpaid (cash with order), 
Federal Tax included . . . complete with 
wires and brackets for installation and 
mounting. 


{MPORTED MOTOR CAR CO. (sole importer) 
216 E. Penn St., Hoopeston, Illinois. 

Please send______Detek-tro-lex units at $13.75 each 
for [] 6-volt system [] 12-volt system, complete with 


material and instructions for installation and directions 
for use. 


( Attached is check, send postpaid. [] Send C. O. D. 


Name. 


Address 


Deets Corner 


—BY DONALD SCOTT 


b.t.d. 


From hides of warlock, witch and elf 

Was cut the foresail of the Boat of Self. 
How cunningly it writhed to breach 

Each guilful current of my mother’s speech 
And squeeze it into rigging hum 

To thrust the keel thru bathtub scum. 

With needles carved from bat’s wing-bone 
And martyrs’ nerves, the seams were sewn. 
I can’t afford the yacht club any more; 

I’ll beach my Boat upon the gravel shore 
And go poppagiddle poppagiddle poppadiddle 
In a Model A that fits the old ruts 

Thru the frozen swamp, without lights 
Over moonlit snow squeaking from cold 
Under the tires. 

Here graceful owls hunt and are rather 
Hungry in winter: more sporting than 
Garage-and-exhaust to undress and freeze 
Quickly so there be no,;waste and one has 
Not lived in vain. Se 

And indeed, staring at.the idiot rolling 
Gas-gauge eye, thinking of the coarse 

Tired dirty men who shaped the adolescent 
Iron indifferently .for common. pleasures, 
Simple HenrymadealadyoutofLizzie joys, 

It seems the rational thing to do. 

But climb down upon the earth itself ; 

Hear the swollen seed-pod moon suck up 
The bosky warmth from cedars not of 
Lebanon. and pines un-Roman. 

In the channel hear the raped ice shriek 
Beneath the diesel-thrusting icebreaker. 
Patrol the flayed frontier of skin between 
Demanding hands outside, fearful Self within. 
Accept the volumetric limitations of a 
Side-valve life in a mild-cam world. 
Dierdre got real tight at the picnic 

Altho I think it was mostly just that the 
Potato salad disagreed with her, so I 
Drove us home in her Ford, it had that 
Switch lock on the steering column and in 
Some way I got the damn thing locked 
While we were rolling down the hill to the 
Main road, and I liked to you know what, 
Kiddo, before I got it stopped but Dierdre 
Never noticed nothing, she was leaning out 
Puking all over the door and running board 
Ha ha I wish you were here to get in on the 
Swell times we have, kiddo, well I got to 
Sign off now because strict radio silence 
Will be observed by the so non-clitordial 
Dornier in the cream-green evening zenith 
Peering thru its fly-eye facet nose at 

The zoned subdivided restricted developed 
Nice place where the nice boy makes nice 
Love to the nice girl and they have nice 
Children and own nice things and think 
Nice thoughts and associate with nice 
People and everything’s nice, 

Alway, except at the anomalous hour 

When the slitted dome whines shut and the 
Globular clusters jiggle in the hypo and 
Bare girls complain they’re cold and 

Want the top down and the juke-box falls 
Silent, full of nickels. 

Then Aurora the acne-cheekéd Dawn with 
Sticky thighs and sweaty armpits wakens 
On a compost heap and can’t remember what 
But lurches to her calloused feet and 

Squats athwart an irrigation ditch to wash. 
She whimpers for black coffee and a 
Cigarette and resolutely lifts her shaky 
Hands to pull the star-burrs off the shaggy 
Dog of night, whose yelps are lost in 
Tire-squeal on the boulevard where I, 
Unable to sleep, drove. 

I stopped at a light and on the corner 
Waiting for a bus were many workers 

Who stared at me. 

I felt rather absurd to be seen so early 
Unshaven, behind a single little racing 
Windscreen, and made off with a brave 
Roar and crashing of box when the 

Light changed. 

At length I came to the sea and saw Venus 
Rising, whose gracious spark so blessing my 
Vision, I determined to say the formula for 
Wishing upon a star, as being less 
Embarrassing than a prayer to God. 

But I couldn’t remember how it went, and 
I already have everything anyhow, and it 
Wouldn’t have worked ’cause Venus is a Planet. 
So he was pulled home to his razor and 
Nembutol by his eight superquadro slippers 
That would have obeyed someone else just 
As well, if’ he had never been born at all. 
It is probably too much to expect us to 
Love each other, but at least let us 

Be kind to each other 

Or if not that, at least 

Let us be aware of each other 

Or if not that, at least 

Let us avoid cruelty-to each other 

Or if not that, at least 

Let us freely forgive and repent cruelty 

Or if not that, at least 

Let us be sporting and kind to the owls. 


SCALE MODEL KITS 


the components 
necessary to produce finished models like that 
shown above. Accurate 1/32 scale drawings + 
the furnished wooden block + hours of inter- 


Imported kits containing all 


esting work will result in a true replica of 
whichever car you choose. Finished models are 
4 to 534 inches long according to type. They 
may also be powered with electric motorizing 


kit to provide additional realism. 
##1 1938 MERCEDES-BENZ... 


#2 3.3 Litre BUGATTI ...... 5 $350 
#3 114 Litre ALTA... 

ff “E-type”: E.ReA....-c0 

#1/S AERODYNAMIC H.R.G.._.... each 


#2/S “A6.GS” MASERATI... 


JAGUAR XK-120 ___........_-. 
Electric Motorizing Kit 
BLUEPRINT PLANS FOR MODELS 
The following sets of plans consist of two sheets 
14” x 22”. One has a four view drawing of the 
car; the other complete details of body con= 
tours wheels, dash, trim, etc. Scale is 34" = 1' 
foot. (Average model size is 10” in length.) 
CARS AVAILABLE: (#113) Mercedes 1929 SSK 
Sports; (#114) Bugatti Type 35 G.P.; (#118) 
1939 Mercedes 114 Litre V-8; (#121) Jaguar 
XK-120; (#120) MG Midget Sports; (#125) 
Maserati Type 6C 1935; (#144) Alfa Romeo 
Type 158; (#123) Rolls-Royce-Campbell Blue 
Bird; (#127) Lago-Talbot 44 Litre G.P.; etc. 
SEND FOR FREE LIST DRAWINGS AVAILABLE. 


BOOKS FOR MODELERS 


MINIATURE CAR CONSTRUCTION... $2.25 
Short cuts and details of model construction. 
RACING CARS IN MINIATURE.__.......0020...... $2.25 


2708 MAGNOLIA BLVD. 
BURBANK, CALIFORNIA 


AUTOKITS 


Sy) 
OVERHAUL YOUR , 
MOTOR IN 10 MINUTES witha MOTOR 


RENEW 
CLEANSE “MOTOR PURGE” KIT 


In the FIRST step of the 


famous Motor Renew 
treatment, the ‘Purge’ 
formula cleans, quiets and 


frees rings, valves and pistons 
from efficiency and power robbing 
carbon, gums and varnish. Pour 
this miracle solvent into the cylinders, — 
run your motor and watch the combustion 
residue billow out your exhaust pipe. 


RENEW «DOMPRESSION SEAL” fas 


RESTORE COMPRESSION... 
GET NEW POWER, SPEED AND 
ECONOMY with ‘Compression 

Seal’’! As the SECOND step of the Renew 
treatment, squeeze this self expanding 
mineral compound into your cylinders where 
it can fill worn spots (which cause com- 
pression leaks) between cylinder walls and 
pistons. Thus it restores compression ... 
cuts oil-gas waste and eliminates costly 
engine overhaul and ring jobs. 


100% MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! A 
$100,000 insurance policy guarantees that 
this “Renew” treatment will not harm the 
finest engine. 


Free Auto Manual with Each Order! 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED! 
Kit treats all cars and trucks 
$6.95 


Postpaid (Or send $1 deposit, 
balance C.O.D.) , 
CONSOLIDATED ENGINEERING, 

Dept. RTK-12— 10407 W. Washington Blvd. 
Culver City, Calif. = 
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_= {8 | —— OFF 
NM Far Gb 
~ FOR THE MAN WHO OWNS A CAR 


Mile-O-Meter is the most practical and 
ie fascinating gift any motorist can receive. 
It mounts permanently on the dashboard 
(with no holes to drill) and indicates con- 


SAy Se et = (ee tt 

E Sl oe ae tinuously both ‘miles per gallon'' and over- hree 

CAs -7 all motor condition, warning clearly when with MILE-O-MEvep 
ost? minor, adjustments are necessary to prevent 


costly breakdowns and repairs. Fully guar- 

anteed on a firm ‘money-back if not 
cul satisfied" basis. Endorsed by leading auto- 
motive associations. Really simple to install. 
THE PERFECT GIFT Fits all cars. Mile-O-Meter is the perfect 


gift for the man who owns a car. Performa 


engine, 


b 
calibrated ial, tees 
e 


OF Overall 
9 Pays for 


PY: 
Save when 
Y instrument. in. 
/ 


Mf 


Deluxe 
$ 95 Illuminated $ 15 Model 
Model 25,” dia. 
Ped. 354” dia. Ped. Fed 


Fed. Tax incl. Tax incl. 


W/, : ; Order from GALE HALL ENGINEERING Dept. 
: 107 Northampton St., Boston 18, Mass. 


—_— AM\ m7 


Mile-O-Meter is beautifully gift- 
wrapped, with all accessories 
included. A gift card will be , 4 Name 
enclosed at your request. We Nenuarece? 
mail anywhere in the USA on 


Please send ...Deluxe... Standard Mile-O-Meters at $e 8 


FREE! Huge 24- 
e page Mo- 
torist’s Manual and In- 
struction Booklet PLUS 


. Mileage Calculator. 
the same day order is received. City State : at 
When payment is enclosed, we [LJ Check enclosed [] C.0.D. [] Gift Wrapped (free) [] GiftCard (if desired) 
pay postage. Add 35¢ for ; Send check or M. O. . . . shipped prepaid (add 35c for special 


j i i . €.0.D.'s accepted (plus postage). 
special delivery. delivery) s accepted | 


(C.0.D.'s accepted.) 
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r SALES 
x PARTS 
3 SERVICE 


Our shop is fully equipped to give the 
tourist speedy service—anything from a 
"lube" to a complete overhaul! 


FAST — CLEAN — COURTEOUS 


@ FAST 
@ CLEAN 
@ COURTEOUS 


CLAYRICH MOTORS, INC. 


BRITISH MOTOR CA DISTRIBUTORS 


1043 BIG BEND BLVD. ST. LOUIS, 17, MO. 


STRAIGHT THRU MUFFLERS 


Relieves back pressure — gives that pleasant, resonating, 
mellow exhaust note. 
Furnished complete with muffler, tail pipe and easy attach 
brackets. $12.80 


LOWERING BLOCKS 


Improves the appearance 
and the cornering char- 
acteristics. Complete with 
U.bolts and all necessary 
parts. Per set $5.50 


HELLINGS AIR CLEANERS 


Sparkling chrome plated bon- 
nets. Genuine copper mesh fil- 
ter packs. M-125 for TC and 
TD Models $5.50 ea. 
ROCKER COVER BREATHER 

PLUGS M-87 for TC, M-88 
for TD $1.25 ea. 


DISTRIBUTORS FOR AMERICA’S 
- FOREMOST RACING EQUIPMENT MANUFACTURERS 


3633 E, GAGE AVE., BELL 68, CALIF. 


Showcase 


EDELBROCK ADDS NEW ITEMS ; 
New on the speed equipment market is 
the Edelbrock Quad Manifold made for 
Mercury engines. This 4-carburetor mani- 
fold is designed for use where extremely 
high rpm are desired, and the company re- 
ports that in recent horsepower tests this 
manifold proved its ability to deliver ex- 
ceptional competition performance. 


Also new is the Edelbrock kit for convert- 
ing Stromberg carburetors for use with ni- 
tromethane and methanol fuels. These spe- 
cial kits come complete with all essential 
parts and clear instructions. Write to the 
Edelbrock Equipment Company, 4921 West 
Jefferson, Los Angeles 16, California. 


OPISOMETER 

A foolproof instrument for computing trip 
mileage on maps of any scale should be of 
great value to every motorist. Such an instru- 
ment, called the Opisometer, is being mar- 
keted in this country by Peter Wessel, 1004 
Montana Avenue, Santa Monica, California. 
The price? $2.95. Write Peter for details. 


JAGUAR REAR BUMPERS 
If you Jaguar (XK-120 and XK coupe) 
drivers are looking for relief from frequent 
bumps, scratches, and nicks on your rear 
deck, write Accessories Ltd., 4720 Sunset 
Blvd., Los Angeles 27, California, as they 
are marketing a wrap-around rear bumper, 
complete with chrome brackets, for $95. 
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Club News 


SPORTS CAR CLUB OF JAPAN 


_, Tho it may be termed ‘“‘a little late to class- 
ify’, SCCJ invited everybody to a “General Meet- 
ing . . . to be held on the 8rd of September 
- . . Wednesday night at the Yashima Hotel 
+ + - corner of W and Ginza Street. Bring your 
wife or guest whichever is convenient.’’ Movies 
of Grand Prix Racing were shown, “‘with free 
beer for everyone.’’ New officers Steve Suddi- 
jian _(Prexy), Harvey Hall (Veep), Jim Yama- 
guchi (Secretary) and Mickey Nosawa (Treas- 
urer) were voted into office. 


SEATTLE CLUB 


They haven’t any name to date, but this 
Northwest group is having a barrel of laughs, 
according to latest reports. Burleigh Hillman’s 
taken over the presidential duties; Dr. Johnson 
(no relation) the Vice, Lovely Pat Lovely jots 
down the minutes and Nancy Danby holds the 
purse strings. 


SPORTS CAR CLUB OF SOUTH CAROLINA 


Nothing chintzy about the Tar Heelers. 
They’ve got a nice looking closed circuit out 
at Columbia Airport (Lexington County) and 
have held three races already. But best of all, 
these generous rebels have offered the use of 
the place to any clubs in the surrounding area. 
Contact Ralph Greenfield, Charleston, S.C. 


CROSLEY OWNERS CLUB 


News comes from Donald Elliott way down 
there in Grain Valley, Missouri, that there is 
actually a Crosley Owners Club in existence. 
Don figures other Crosley owners will want 
to contact George Drumm (304 N. Poplar Street, 
Charlotte, North Carolina) who is the National 
Director of the organization. Crosleys will be 
a collectors item one day—the company having 
eeased automotive production this month after 
‘a valiant attempt to sell the American public 
on a small car. 


ANTIQUE CAR EXCHANGE 


If you want to get all the latest dope on 
what’s for sale, trade, etc. in rare and unusual 
cars get your name put on the mailing list of 
the Sports and Antique Car Exchange, Vero 
Beach, Florida. Their first bulletin was full 
of drool stuff. 


A.C.D, CLUB 


Here’s a new one—for Auburn, Cord, Duesen- 
berg fans. Harry Denhard is in charge and you 
may write him at Route 2, Greenville, N. Y. 


AUTO CRAFTERS 


Have you ever seen anything like it? Every- 
body is club-happy. The New Auto Crafters’ 
specific purpose is the restoration, improvement 
and building of antiques, classics and sports 
‘ears. They meet twice a month—once for busi- 
ness and once for pleasure. Contact Mrs. 
James Jatho, 19033 Ingomar, Reseda, Califor- 
nia, or phone Dickens 3-4907, Dickens 2-1173. 


SPORTS CAR CLUB OF AMERICA 


The Gulf Coast Region has a new (to us) 
periodical—‘‘Pit and Paddock” ably edited by 
old friend (and whipping boy) Lup Rainwater. 
Even tho it’s mimeographed, Lup’s writing is 
breezy as he gives the members the word about 
Burnt Mountain Hill Climb (which he won in 
gis under 1500 cc class) and other events. Good 
show. 


CALIFORNIA SPORTS CAR CLUB 


This club’s recent Newsletter tells things of 
interest—like the forming of the new Race 
Committee, to protect the driver’s interests and 
set minimum standards for safety, ete. at 
future meets. Bill Pollock is the club’s new 
president. 


CONTINENTAL CAR CLUB OF AMERICA 

Tying in with Parson McBirnie’s eulogy (page 
14) of his Lincoln Continental, Orville An- 
drews, who is just another of the many en- 
thusiasts devoted to the premise that Lincoln’s 
prestige car was one of America’s greatest ef- 
forts, has offered: (Tech Ed’s suggestion) to act 
as temporary president of a proposed club. 


Orville’s Continental is metallic green, a club 
coupe, and causes a lot of comment as he puts a 
a thousand miles a week on it thru the South. 

The Tech Ed’s proposition was for Andrews to 
form the club and publish a news letter for 
Continental enthusiasts. Andrews isn’t sure 
he’ll have time for the news letter, but he is 
willing to do everything he can to get things 
rolling. Write him at 3817 So. Wolcott Ave., 
Chicago 9, Illinois. 
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Metal Tire 
Covers 


FORD CONSUL AND UP TO 
6.40 x 15 ..... $15.00 


@ 


6.70x 15 TO 7.40x15 ... $17.75 


Cadillac Kit...$200 —- Tonneau Cover... $75 


8.00x 15 TO 8.20x15.. . $20.00 


Coacheraft, Lid. 


One of the world’s finest custom body shops 


Dealer Inquiries Invited 


9017 Santa Monica Blvd. 
Hollywood 46, Calif. 
Phone CRestview 1-5273 


World Famed Swiss Cimier 


Originally made as a military watch, NOW, 
here im America . . . a real he man’s 
watch! For time of day or split-second 
stop-watch timing. The genuine Cim- 
ier ‘‘remembers” results indefinitely 
while movement keeps going. Sep- 
arate dials record minutes and 
seconds. A true precision time- 
piece, 


GUARANTEED 


Guarantee certificate for one 
FULL YEAR with each watch. 
SATISFACTION or MONEY BACK. 
Act NOW while we can hold this price. 
Send check or money-order for $9.95, 
and we will pay postage. (Or we will ship 
COD, and you pay the postman $9.95 
plus COD charges.) 0 


TESTED AND PROVEN BY RACERS 


x “a 
PRIS 


GIVE ONE TO A BUDDY FOR CHRISTMAS 


95 


Tox Incl, 


9 STAR FEATURES 


e@ A sweep-second stop-watch 
@ Three separate dials 
Tachometer (for speed) 
Telemeter (distance) | 

A precision watch 
Shatterproof crystal 
Genuine leather strap 
Radium dial and hands 

e Black or white dial 


Same watch in rich gold 
finish . . . $14.95 Incl. Tax 


NASSAU CO., DEPT. 209 


Box 792, G.P.0., New York 1, N. Y. 


Only 


“BIG EYE’ 


Headlite RIMS 


Here it is! The exciting New Sports Car Sensation... . 
the ‘‘Big Eye’’ Headlight Rims that will give your car that 
new, modern look. One style rim fits about 85% of all 
cars with round rims, as follows: 


Buick... . . 1949-52 Hudson . . . . 1949-52 
Cadillac. . . . 1948-49 Kaiser-Frazer. . 1947-52 
Chevrolet . . . 1949-52 Mercury .... 1941-48 
Chrysler. . . . 1949-50 Nashisceraistas*te 1949-52 
Dodge..... 1949-52 Oldsmobile. . . 1948-52 
De Soto... . 1949-52 Plymouth. . . . 1949-52 
Ford. ..... 1941-48 Packard..... 1948-52 


Give Your Car That 
Look Of The Future! 


Beautiful Triple Chrome plated rims and also in colorful 
plastic in red, blue, green and amber. Easily installed in 
a few minutes with no holes to drill. Can be used as re- 
placements on old, dented, rusted rims. Packed 1 pair in 
box with simple instructions. Sent postpaid with enclosed 
check or money order. 


CHROME, Per Pair’ ....---.-.--....--.-2.--2.-.<.-- Postpaid $5.95 
GOLD METALLIC PLASTIC, Per Pair........ Postpaid $2.95 


@ Gives a sensational, racy look to old 
cars and new cars. 


@ Gleaming triple plate chrome and also 
Gold metallic plastic. 


© Satisfaction guaranteed. Rush your or- 
der Now to: 


ere ee eee eee eee ee ee ee 


TOPAZ SALES CO., Dept. RT 
2023 S. Michigan Ave. 
Chicago 16, III. 
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1 CJ $5.95 for 1 pr. Chrome ‘‘Big Eye” Headlite Rims 
1 LJ $2.95 for 1 pr. Gold Metallic Plastic ‘‘Big Eye’’ 
t 
i] 
| 

I 

i] 

i] 

i] 


i] 
| 
i] 
1 
7 i] 
Enclosed find check [] or money order (_) for 1 
i] 
. ? ' 
Headlite Rims t 
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SALES+-SERVICE 
PARTS+ACCESSORIES 


MG 
MORRIS 
SINGER 
DAIMLER 


BENTLEY 
ROLLS ROYCE 
HILLMAN MINX 

e SUNBEAM TALBOT 


AND ... EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTORS IN 
OHIO AND MICHIGAN FOR THE SENSA- 
TIONAL GRAN SPORTS MODEL SIATA 


Top trade for your old car. Financ: 
ing arranged if desired .. 1.220. 


=SPORTS=CARS=LTD. 


4501 EUCLID AVENUE 
Cleveland 3, Ohio EXpress 1-0717 


1953 EDITION 


It’s New! It’s Different! Get world’s 
largest Auto Accessory & Parts Cat- 
alog and save money. Over 50,000 
items, including Hollywood Acces- 
sories, Hi-Speed Equipment, Rebuilt 
Engines, all parts & accessories for 
all cars & trucks. We have that 
Hard-To-Get part! Jam packed with 
bargains. Completely illustrated. 
(100 pages). Send 25c (refundable). 


J. C. WHITNEY, 1917-B} Archer, Chicago 16— 
1952 1500 ce 


TWO tester mes 


Available for immediate shipment 


(Property of P.W.C. Griffiths 
& J. C. C. Mayers) 


Winners at every main event in 

Sports Car racing in England, in- 

cluding Isle of Man, Jersey, Bore- 
ham, Silverstone, Goodwood. 


Both cars offered in same trim as 

raced, and are as new, and should 

provide the strongest competition 
yet known in the U.S.A. 


Price $4,200 each, f.o.b. 


| For full details write, air mail, P. R. Avern, 
Racing Manager, Hovers Well, Pirbright, 
Surrey, England 
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Book Review 


CATALOG OF 1952 AUTOMOBILES 
published by Floyd Clymer 


Clymer has assembled in one volume more 
information on the 1952 automobiles than you 
could obtain by spending a solid week of tour- 
ing the salesrooms. This also insures that you 
won’t be pestered by high pressure salesman- 
ship or listen to glib but uninformed, yak yak. 

In addition to all the well-known American 
makes you will be pleased to see photos and 
data on the Allstate, Buick’s XP-300, GM’s Le 
Sabre, Chrysler’s K-310, the Cunningham, 
Ford’s Consul, Zephyr, and Continental 195X, 
Muntz, Packard’s Saga, and the King Midget. 

Also, included is a reprint of specifications 
from Automotive Industries, complete even to 
giving specs on the 1951 Ford L-head six in- 
stead of the 1952 ohv six! Anyway, where 
else can you find valve timings, brake drum 
dimensions, transmission ratios, or compare en- 
gine bearing sizes? Specification tables alone 
are worth more than the price of $2.00. BOND 


YOU CAN DRAW CARS 


by Bill Jenks Published by Autobooks 
The title of this book reminds me of the 
lyrics. to a song of some years back .. . 
“You too can be the life of the party, you 
too can learn to play by ear.’’ The song gave 
no details as to how, but Bill Jenks tells how 
to draw cars, step by step, and from A to Z. 
There are 68 pages, arranged with 36 pages 
of illustrations. The author explains each 
step with both words and drawings ... such 
things as shading, perspective, wheels, and 
how to make chrome look like chrome. Espe- 
cially commendable is the practical approach 
which even includes extracts from the F.I.A. 
Code giving seating and body requirements for 
sports cars. In the section on sports cars the 
author advises: ‘“‘When you draw an original 
sports car (which, by the way, is not a cus- 
tomized convertible), try and keep the strip- 
ped-down essential feeling of some of the fa- 
mous marques. Don’t be carried away and 
enclose the wheels or draw great fins“which 
take metal to form.” Are you listening, De- 
troit ?—JOHN BOND BS 


AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSIONS 


by Toboldt, Strouse, Williams; publ. by Laurel 
This book is a complete and handy guide 
prepared especially for the automotive repair- 
man. Whereas other books on the _ subject 
have dealt primarily with design and construc- 
tion, Automatic Transmissions covers primarily 
the subjects of construction, servicing, and 
trouble shooting, with just enough theory to 
make operation of each type understandable. 
Noteworthy is the fact that each transmission 
has been given separate and complete treat- 
ment. In all, eight chapters cover each of 
the following transmissions, and in this re- 
spect the title is an understatement since 
Chrysler semi-automatic types are also included. 
1. Buick Dynaflow 
2. Chevrolet Powerglide 
3. Packard Ultramatic 
. Oldsmobile Hydra-Matic 
. Chrysler Vacumatic & Simplimatic 
. Chrysler, De Soto, & Dodge 
. Fordomatic & Mercomatic 
. Studebaker Automatic 
_Also highly recommended to students of de- 
sign because it contains much material and in- 
formation not available in any one book or 
service manual. Price $4. JOHN BOND 


“WHEELS ‘ROUND THE WORLD” 


by Alan Hess Newman Neame, London 

Don’t be misled (by the picture of the Austin 
on the jacket) into thinking that this book is 
merely a thinly disguised advertisement for 
Austins based upon their recent trip around the 
world by air and by road. 

True, the last item in this intriguing book is 
the story of that enterprising undertaking, but 
this is but one of twelve chapters—each being 
the chronicle of an outstanding long distance 
trip in a motor car. 

It begins with the sad tale of one Dr. Lehwess 
who, in 1902, started out to drive around the 
world but, like Napoleon, was defeated by the 
Russian winter. 

In 1905 an enterprising Englishman named 
Jefferson drove a Royer from Coventry to Con- 
stantinople and providing material for an enter- 
taining chapter. 

The 1907 Pekin to Paris “‘race” and the 1908 
New York to Paris event are also treated, to- 
gether with the Citroen expeditions across the 
Sahara and across Asia in the 1920s. 

A couple of “Cape to Cairo” runs and a 
trans-Australian trek are also part of this book: 
information which I have not encountered else- 
where. Definitely one of the better items in 
the current crop of motoring books and a pa- 
triotic “must” for all Austin’ owners. BARLOW 


DARIAN 


Keep up with the pace of modern engines, An Isken- 
derian Cam installed in your flat head Chrysler Product 
will give you Speed, Power, and Acceleration 
never before dreamed of in your car. 
Oncy $3590 piste tox 

Write for Ed Iskenderian’s cam 
characteristics and detail sheet. 
Phone EX-brook 8-1259 2 
SEE YOUR DEALER OR WRITE DIRECT 
6338 W. SLAUSON BLVD., CULVER CITY J, CALIF. 


ED ISKENDERIAN 
¢=-=====-CAM TROUBLE?-------=-: 


We grind camshafts for overhead valve 
engines with guaranteed results. 

We supply solid lifter kits for: 
CADILLAC DE SOTO OLDSMOBILE 
CHRYSLER STUDEBAKER LINCOLN 

‘52 Cadillac engines in stock 
Other makes on request 
Send for free literature. 

DETROIT RACING EQUIPMENT 

20181 Conant Avenue @ Detroit 34, Mich. 


ee 


Exciting! New! 


JET EXHAUST 
CUT-OUT 


Now your car can 
sound off those excit- 
ing, dynamic tones— 
eastly controlled me- 
chanically from your 
dashboard. The Jet 
Exhaust Cut-Out 
channels your exhaust 
through special pipes 
or muffler without re- 
moving your original 
muffler. Durable zinc 
finish. MONEY 
BACK GUARANTEE 
Send $4.95 check, cash, money order (postpaid) 
or C.O.D.-plus postage for this amazing new 
Jet Exhaust Cut-Out to: 
FUR SALES, Dept. RT, 1031 E. 63rd St. Chicago 37 


@ Made of Heavy 
Plate Steel 


@ Sturdy Welded 
Construction 

@ Universal — Fits 
All Exhausts 


@ Easily Installed . . 
Order Today!! 


OPISOMETER 
MAP MEASURE 


IDEAL FOR RALLIES, TOURS OR BUSINESS 
Distances on Geographical Maps ond Charts ore 
immediately ascertained by running the wheel at 
base of Opisometer ever the route to be taken, 
which will then indicate on the diol the exoct 
distance in proportion to the scale of the mop. 
Graduated in: Miles, Kilometres, Nautical Miles 
(double sided. face) 


PETER WESSEL, 1004 Montana Ave., Santa Monica, Calif. 


INTERNATIONAL 
MOTORS 


@ HOLLYWOOD 
@ BEVERLY HILLS 


(ASU) 


Avsharized Dealer 
Sales — Service 
Spare Parts 


BORRANI “RUDGE” 
WHEELS 


MG KIT... $390 


suc) | CADILLAC « JAGUAR 


5670 Sunset Blvd. 
Hollywood 28, Calif. 


9:1 HC Pistons 
for your Stock 


BILL JAHNS ENG, CO. 
649 W. 17th Street, Costa Mesa, Californi 
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Classified 


Classified advertising rate: 25 ce 
HK : nts t word. 
$5.00 minimum charge. Payments in Paivannel 


CARS FOR SALE 


——————— eee 
PORSCHE—When in the Bay Area, drop in and 


see this sensational car at our hi 

MONTE CARLO MOTORS, INC., 4300'S. EL, 
AL, SAN MAT 

iiccdlase oe: EO, CALIF. Phone 


AUBURN 851 CONVERTIBLE SEDAN — Im- 

maculate—8500 miles since rebuild at factory. 

$1250 for quick sale—might trade. Charles F. 
poo 7539 Antioch Road, Overland Park, 
ansas. 


PORSCHE — For local or European delivery. 
Fantastic performance with great economy, road- 
holding, and comfort. Unexcelled reliability, 
and a completely new driivng thrill. Call or 
write Competition Motors, 11515 Ventura Blvd., 
North Hollywood, California. SUnset 1-6609. 


SPEED EQUIPMENT 
Ee at 
SUPERCHARGERS !— Direct Factory Warehouse 
Distributor for Marshall-Nordee of England. 
Amazing power, acceleration increases for Mor- 
ris, Anglia MG, Triumph, Vanguard, Riley 1%, 
Jupiter, Javlin. FREE CATALOG. (Dealers 
Wanted). SPEEDSPORT, 4866-A Milwaukee, 
Chicago 30. 


FROM SPEEDWAY TO ROADWAY !—Track- 
proved Hi-Speed Heads and Manifolds for your 
passenger car! No special tools needed! Increase 
Horsepower 30%! Astounding getaway! SPEED- 
SPORT, 4866-A Milwaukee, Chicago 30. 


UNIVERSAL TOP ENGINE OILER—Supplies 
vital upper cylinders your favorite tune-up oil. 
Protects your engines, washes away carbon, 
seals rings, frees valves. Get more pep and 
power from your present set-up. Additional car- 
buretor kits 75¢ each/ $6.95 complete postpaid. 
M-F Auto Accessories, Dept. S, 4323 Comercio 
Way, Woodland Hills, California. 


ARNOTT SUPERCHARGERS.—England’s finest 
Three week delivery for MG, Morris, Austin 
A-40. Superchargers available for any type car. 
$360 for MG TC/TD. Price includes duty, pack- 
ing, postage. Inquiries invited. Sparks Company, 
Box 219, Estacada, Oregon, Distributor. 


BOOKS AND PUBLICATIONS 
HELP—Will pay CASH for these issues of Road 


and Track. 
June 1947 $25.00 
December 1949 12.50 
January 1950 12.50 


Bill Castle, Sanford, Florida. 


DUESENBERG—The mightiest American Motor 
Car. Romance of this fabulous marque in new 
book for enthusiasts’ library. Lore, chassis, 
bodies, 81%4 x 11”. 275 photos, sketches, schem- 
atics. $5 postpaid. (Free description.) Motor 
Classic Bookhouse, Arcadia, California. 


BRITISH “MOTOR” Magazine back issues. Jan- 
uary thru July 1952. Also, a few copies 1951-52 
issues of British ‘‘Motor Sport’”’ and “Light 
Car’’. 25e each while they last. Marion Kappler, 
Box 110, Glendale, California. 


CORD enthusiasts! (and who isn’t?) Everything 
about Cord L-29, 810-12, in big new book. Story 
behind astonishing facts, formerly secret photos, 
catalog reproductions, road tests, 160 84% x 11” 
pages ; 250 illustrations. $3.50 postpaid. Satisfac- 
tion guaranteed. (Free description.) Motor Class- 
ics, Arcadia, California. 


100 AUTOMOBILE AND MOTORCYCLE 
BOOKS:—lists free! Vivian Gray, Hurstpier- 
point, Sussex, England. 


Something new — Designed for your MG 


All for $12.00 
MG Chrome Tip—$1.50 additional 


@ 16 gauge — 24" — 334" Diameter. @ Straight thru 134"" |.D. packed 
muffler. @ Includes 134"" 18 gauge steel tail pipe. @ Complete with brackets 
and clamps. ® Relieves back-pressure — Adds Horsepower. @ Smooth, Deep 
tone. @ Simple to install—15 min. @ No welding or frame cutting needed. 


HUTH MUFFLER CO. .,..202 eo: 


METRIC & WHITWORTH WRENCHES 


For Servicing All Foreign-Make Cars 


Satisfactory servicing and repair of a foreign-make 
car can only be secured with wrenches that fit! 
From Snap-on, leading manufacturer of standard 
automotive service tools, you can get wrenches 
and sockets in Whitworth sizes, 7BA, 
-172’” to 1.670” (for English cars). 
In metric sizes (for all other foreign makes) 4 mm. 
to 32 mm. Available only from Snap-on branches 
or direct from factory. Write for free Metric- 
Whitworth folder and standard tool catalog. 


THE CHOICE OF BETTER MECHANICS 


_ 8053-L 28th Ave. 
Snap-on Tools Corporation Kenosha, Wis. 


BUY e SELL ¢ TRADE 
MG e Jaguar 


Simca e Austin 
Riley e Siata 


and other 
fine imported cars 


CLIFF EMMICH e GIL SCHICK ¢ BOB HARRIS 


CONCOURSE MOTOR CORP. 


970 VINE ST., HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. © HO. 9-6205 


CLASSIC AUTOMOBILES — Reproductions of 
pencil drawings 8% x 11”: 1928 Blackhawk 
Speedster — 1929 Duesenberg Phaeton — 1929 
Packard convertible—1931 Pierce-Arrow Touring 
—1932 Franklin Speedster. Set of 5 prints— 
$3.95; Any one print $1.00! Check or Money 
Order acceptable. Postage paid. Engineered 
Products Company, Fairport, New York. 


ALLARD 


Allard’s scat 
beats a scalded cat, 


MOTORIST’S DIARY for 1953—includes math 
tables, automotive engineering data and form- 
ulas, Grand Prix circuits, foreign license 
codes, car club addresses, service hints, auto ex- 
pense account, day-by-day diary, accounts jour- 
nal, graph paper sketch pad, British maps, and 
self-contained pencil. Size 3147 x 514”, 288 
pages. Only $1.00 postpaid. Auto Europa, Dept. 
A, 320 West 56th St., New York 19, N.Y. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


_ i eee SE eee 
FLY to Marion, New York, or Chicago for your 
New Jaguar, MG, Morris or Austin. Free trans- 
portation. 1/3 down, 3% year Finance charge. 
Literature .50 each. ‘‘Spare Time Salesmen 
Wanted” Glenn Walraven Motors, Marion, Ohio, 
Phone 2-4135. Nights 2-5708. 
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TOOLS AT WHOLESALE — Direct from fac- 
tory. Full line of top quality, fully guaranteed, 
chrome factory-new mechanics hand tools. You 
save half regular price for tools of this quality. 
Pay easy monthly terms. Write today for free 
catalog. Mechanics Co-Op, Dept. R. Oakland, 
California. 


AIR HORNS!—Sirens, Lights, Bermuda Bells, 
ete. Write for free catalog interesting items. 
Pete McCanna, 148-X East 40th, New York 16. 


RENOULT INSURANCE.—Specialists To the 
Sports Car Owner—Dealer—Garage. Every form 
of insurance protection written. 8845 Olympic 
Blvd., Beverly Hills, Calif. BRadshaw 2-5697. 


PERFORMANCE METERS—A must for Sports, 
Competition and Racing Car owners. Tapley 
Products, 53 Park Place, New York 7, N.Y. 


rivaling that 


of the proverbial bat. 


See us soon for your Allard! 


NOEL KIRK MOTORS 


7176 SUNSET BLYD., HOLLYWOOD 
Allard Distributors, So. Calif. 
(Dealer Inquiries Invited) 


ee For expert work—see Noel Kirk ¢ 
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McBar Adaptor-Housings 
Install these ohv V-8 engines 
LINCOLN 
CHRYSLER 


CADILLAC 
OLDSMOBILE 


in Your 
FORD—MERCURY—LINCOLN 
CONTINENTAL—TRUCK—PICK-UP 


Adapts to '32-'48 or '49-'52 Transmissions 
~ Custom Installations — Engines 


INQUIRIES INVITED 


McBAR MACHINE SHOP, Inc. 


65 No. Miami St. ’ Peru, Indiana 
Phones—6200—5155 Shop 


MANUFACTURERS © DISTRIBUTORS 
AUTOMOTIVE POWER EQUIPMENT 


- SEND FOR OUR 
ILLUSTRATED CATALOG 


ffenhauser’ 
EQUIPMENT CORP. 


5054-M ALHAMBRA AVE 
LOS ANGELES 32, CALIF. 


ALLARD 


and 


COOPER 


DISTRIBUTORS, DEALERS 
AND BUILDERS OF FINE 
SPORTS CARS 


R-P Imported Motor Car Co. 


PHONE 
CA 2-1330 


e e e 
Sports Car Specialists 
147 WEST 54th STREET, NEW YORK CITY 


JU 6-5150 Cl 7-5320 
Sales Service 
e e e 


Major Richard D. Seddon & Perry B. Fina 


Cars financed—trades accepted. 
Service includes precision work 
of finest foreign car mechanics, 
chassis dynamometer, engine 
balancing and magnetic flaw 
detecting. Write, wire, 

or ’phone 788. 


IMPORTED MOTOR CAR CO. 
216 E. Penn St. « Hoopeston, Ill. 


& RhpalO% = 10% Road Horsopower Increase 
= Accaloration 
= Mileage Inctoase 
= Back Prossure 
v8 = Your Car 
BEF = Equipped with Bolond 
Equa-Flow Exhaust System ~ 


aoe Don’t let equations 
bother you—it all boils 
down to this—Stock V8 
Engines have constricted 
exhaust systems which create harmful back pres- 
sure. This condition can be eliminated by install- 
ing a Belond Equa-Flow Exhaust System which 
increases your roadhorsepower 10% or more, 
Bives increased acceleration, gasoline mileage 
and top speed. Stop into your dealer today and 
let him demonstrate the advantages of the Belond 
Equa-Flow Exhaust System. 


FREE! P 
Literature Sail; AWM SESS 
On Request MUFFLER COMPANY 


Write direct to: 
© 1932 
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11039-49 WASHINGTON BLVD. 
CULVER CITY @ CALIFORNIA, 


TExas 0-7277 


VOLKSWAGEN ROAD TEST 
(Continued from page 19) 


NOTES AND COMMENTS ’ 

Service station attendants admired the big (3 
in.) fuel tank filler cap (under the hood) which 
made their work easier. Instrument panel 
rather sparsely populated . . . large clock, 
speedometer, and that’s all. The rest is indi- 
cated by lights: generator, oil, etc. The absence 
of a trip meter was annoying. Lights are ter- 
rific . . . super brilliant on hi-beam and quite 
civilized (for oncoming drivers) on low. 

On the highway, cruising with the throttle 
floor-boarded, car seemed perfectly safe . 
good brakes (4 wheel hydraulic) with fairly 
high pedal pressure . . . and the VW wants 
to go right where you point it. 


Simple, functional heater. Fan takes hot 
air off engine and transfers it inside the car 
via chassis . . . electrical windshield wipers, 
turn indicators that flip outward (but you 
have to remember to return them—they are 
not. self-cancelling). 


The seats don’t have quite as much side- 
ways stability as I like. Seats are widely ad- 
justable and I like the huge roller on the 
foot throttle. Engine can be removed easily 
from the chassis, because there are no water 
hose connections to remove. Simply disconnect 
throttle, wiring, etc., and after the transmission 
is unbuttoned, you raise the car off the engine. 


— DEARBORN 


oe 


WATKINS GLEN 
(Continued from page 27) 


ninghams were out in front with Wacker’s 
Allard . _. followed by a great mixed bag 
of Allards and the type C Jaguar . 

Hill not looking too-happy ... . and so the 
start of the race. Briggs Cunningham took 
the lead followed by Fitch, Wacker, Walters. 


Seneca Cup Race: 8 laps, 52.8 miles. 1. John 
Fitch (Jaguar XK-120C) 41.19 mins., 76.6 
mph; 2. F. White (Ladd Spl.) 45.50 mins. ; 
3. S. Johnston (Lagonda-Chrysler) 46.42 mins. ; 
Formula III, R. Moodie (Cooper-Jap) 46.42 
mins., 67.8 mph; Sports Cars, B. Said (Cisi- 
talia) 52.57 mins, 59.6 mph. - 


Queen Catherine Cup Race: 10 laps, 66.0 miles. 
1. William Spear (Osca, 1342 cc) 54.384 mins., 
72.8 mph; 2. J. Kimberly (Osca, 1342 cc) 
56.17 mins.; 8. R. Barlow (Simca Spl.) 57.22 
mins.; Stock M@’s: 1. J. Plaisted, 2. D. 
McRae, 3. R. Ogilvy; Class 8, under 750 ce’s, 
1. R. Vilardi (Crosley), 2. H. Wessels (Siata), 
8. T. Scatchard (Siata) 

Watkins Glen Grand Prix: 15 laps, 99 miles. 
Called due to darkness—delayed by accident. 


STATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT, AND 
CIRCULATION REQUIRED BY THE ACT OF CONGRESS 
OF AUGUST 24, 1912, AS AMENDED BY THE ACTS OF 
MARCH 3, 1933, AND JULY 2, 1946 (Title 39, United 
States Code, Section 233) " 

Of ROAD and TRACK Magazine published monthly at Glen- 
dale, California for October, 1952. 

1. The names and addresses of the publisher, editor, 
and business manager are: 

Publisher — Oliver F. Billingsley, 
Blvd., Glendale, Calif. 

Editor — Oliver F. Billingsley, 540 W. Colorado Blvd., 
Glendale, Calif. 

Business manager —H. L. Griffin, 540 W. Colorado 
Blvd., Glendale, Calif. 

2. The owner is: (If owned by a corporation, its name 
and address must be stated and also immediately thereunder 
the names and addresses of stockholders owning or holding 
1 percent or more of total amount of stock. If not owned 
by a corporation, the names and addresses of the- individual 
owners must be given. If owned by a partnership or other 
unincorporated firm, its name and address, as well as that 
of each individual member, must be given.) 

ENTHUSIASTS’ PUBLICATIONS, INC. (Stock has not 
yet been issued), 540 W. Colorado Blvd., Glendale, Calif. 

3. The known bondholders, mortgagees, and other secur- 
ity holders owning or holding 1 percent or more of total 
amount of bonds, mortgages, or other securities are: (If 
there are none, so state.) 

None. 

4. Paragraphs 2 and 8 include, in cases where the 
stockholder or security holder appears upon the books of the 
company as trustee or in any other fiduciary relation, the 
name of the person or corporation for whom such trustee is 
acting; also the statements in the two paragraphs show the 
affiant’s full knowledge and belief-as to the circumstances 
and conditions under which stockholders and security holders 
who do not appear upon the books of the company as 
trustees, hold stock and securities in a capacity other than 
that of a bona fide owner, 

5. The average number of copies of each issue of this 
publication sold or distributed, through the mails or other- 
wise, to paid subscribers during the 12 months preceding 
the date shown above was: (This information required from 
daily, weekly, semiweekly and triweekly newspapers only.) 

Oliver F’. Billingsley 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 19th day of 
September, 1952. Marion Kappler 

Notary Public in and for the County of Los Angeles, 
State of California (Commission expires May 19, 1956). 


540 W. Colorado 


FUEL PRESSURE 
REGULATOR 


for your carburetor 
ONLY Greatly minimizes: waste of gas 


$595 


(carburetor flooding), stalling in 
trafic (bad idling), and hard 
starting. Suitable for any car. 


Send for our revised 1952 Power & 
Equipment Catalogue today. . only 25¢ 


zs 
HI- “speeiias 
POWER EQUIPMENT 
iden 4-8260 


79 EAST MERRICK aoa: VALLEY STREAM, N.Y 
t] 


REV-MASTER 
wif 


New chrome dial ring 

0 to 6000 RPM illuminated dia} 

Fits any 6 or 8 cylinder car 

Easy 15 min. installation 

Patented voltage control 

. Four cyl., and 12 volt models 
Money-Back Guarantee ‘ 

, $36.95 postpaid, complete with cable, 
chrome dial ring, steering post clamp 


OMAN RYN 


ORDER DIRECT, or Write For Free Literature 


V. F. RADLEY CO., INC., Dept. R-12 Newark, New York 


HAT 


New cars 


New engines 
New short blocks 
Heaters, Batteries 


Tires, Tools, etc. 


COLUMBIA TIRE COMPANY 


320 WEST 56TH STREET 
NEW YORK 19, NEW YORK 


UP T0 50:0N 
‘SPEED EQUIPMENT 


Send For 


rel BUY DIRECT from manufacturer and save 
N Hollywood Mufflers $4.95, Dual Exhausts $12.95, 

Dual Manitolds $12.95, Racing Cams $29.50, Heads $18.95, 
lgniions SLO8, Custom Accessories Galore Send for BIG CATALOG ond 


ry “SOUP UP” MANUAL only 25¢. Dealers Wanted. Literature 
ALMOL T ENGINEERING. Milford, 8R, Pa. 
From Scotland - - - 
1953 MOTORIST’S DIARY 


This amazing little vest-pocket book con- 
tains 288 pages crammed with a variety of 
automotive technical data. Formulas and 
info on design of Engines (timing, hp, bmep, 
design of moving parts), Gearbox, Drive- 
shaft, Differential, Gears, Chains, Springs, 
Steering, Ignition, Electrical, Fuels, Lubrica- 


tion, and Diesels. Math tables, trig, algebra. 


Engineering data. Grand Prix circuits, car 
club addresses, service hints, operating ex- 
penses, 1953 day-by-day diary, sketch pad, 
British maps, and self-contained pencil. Size 
32" x52". Only 1 postpaid 
pas ro) noe W. oie 
ew Yor 
uto uUropa New York 


PORTABLE GARAGE 


$695 
INYL 
EReTIC USE IT ANYWHERE! 


@ Goes wherever your car goes @ Folds compactly @ 
Keeps rain, snow, dust, salt air, sun or sleet away @ 
@ Protects your car’s finish © Durably constructed of 
vinyl plastic that is long wearing and tough @ Nylon 
threads for extra security © Spring-tite, elasticized bot- 
tom, holds securely in all kinds of weather © Fits all 
makes and models © Direct from manufacturer @ 
Enclose check or money order for $6.95, or sent C.0.D. 
10-Day Money Back Guarantee 


MARDO SALES CORP. 
480 Lexington Ave., Dept. G-892 — New York 17,.N.Y. 
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